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"HIS addrefs co your Ladyſhip moſt 
| not paſs ſor a” folforve dedicatory 
_ epiftle. Thoſe performances {acred-to flat. 
tery neither ſuit you not me. The inter- 
courſe I have ſo long had the honour of 
with you, has always been carried on 
with truth. *Tis the only language you 
approve, and the only language fit to be 
uſed by me. There is room for an am- 
ple dedicationz I might enlarge on your 
illuſtrious anceſtors, and make their merit 
yours, which you would teject with ſcorn. 
Tou know better than perſon, that 
virtue, to deſerve commendation, muſt be 
perſonal; and I am too well acquainted 
with your thoughts on this ſubject to em- 
this common topic. I could with 
juſtice ſpeak of your talents and happy dif= 
poſition z and had I lefs regard or affection 
for you I might perhaps yield to a tempta- 
ion that is not altogether uncommon, Bat WM 
my heart guides mn pen, and will nor per- 
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mit me to offer any thing to you that is not | 


uſeful. 

The gifts of nature, which you are bleſt 
with, are an early promiſe of that- true 
merit, which has a juſt title to praiſe. 
From your firſt ſetting out, before you 
knew what reflection and thought was, I 
obſerved with'pleaſure, that you reaſoned, 


as it were, by inſtinct, and ſpoke like the 


moſt rational perſons. Tour underſtand- 
ing and your will are ſo clear and ſound, 
that you never miſtake in a point of juſtice, 
and ſeldom in indifferent matters. But, Ma- 


dam, theſe happy diſpoſitions are in you, 
but beſtowed on you by a bountiful hand; 
and I muſt deſire your ladyſhip to praiſe. 
that infinite and  beneficent being, Who 


has been ſo liberal to you, and at the ſame 
time to reflect, that the rigour of the ac- 


count, you are to make, increaſes in 
proportion to the bleſſings you have receiv- 
cd. Your tenderneſs and compaſſion, which 


gives you a fellow: feeling for the diſtrefled, 


and ſo much pleaſure when you can con- 
tribute to their relief, theſe and other 
happy diſpoſitions are not from yourſelf; 
you have received all from above. 1 


might commend your improving the ta- 


0 _ 


r 1aSAmA=EQao owvloar—<E_CCcw wn uy 3+c,.c.oce .ocudÞcoo__£o_ — Äuw̃ a on. 


lents intruſted with. wen blit if * will 


: g_ ra” ,TTW 
4 N bs | 


DEDICATION. »v 
reflect upon your education, the daily ex- 
amples you have from thoſe that are dear- 
eſt to you, you will be till farther con- 


vinced, that you have nothing to boaſt. 
The day will come, when after you are left 


to yourſelf, the world will attribute what it 
addmires in you to your conduct. You muſt 


be 1 for that time; and in your 
preſent happy ſituation, where every cir- 
cumſtance of life directs you to virtue, be 
ſteady in the love of righteouſneſs; that 


in the midſt of a corrupt world you may 
ſtill find, as you now do, that you are: 


hurt and offended by every thing that ap - 
pears to be a ſuggeſtion againſt the laws of 
morality. Preſerve with care the reſpect, 
you in ſome manner took in with your. 
milk, for chriſtianity; and dare to be, 
what a degenerate world glories in not be- 
ing, a Chriſtian. Never forget that the 


ſtock of good nature, which influences your. 


whole deportment, is a call from heaven, 
which | deſigns you for a mother of the 
poor. Your- correſpondence with this high 


vocation will truly deſerve. praiſe. z but 


never forget, that praiſe is the bane of vir- 


tue, and whateyer * virtues maß 
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be carried to, of which the happy begin- 


nings open ſo agreeable a proſpect in our 
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perſon, repeat inceſſantly in your thoughts: 
Why fhould I glory ? What is there that 1 
have not received? | 7 
This piece of juſtice, due to God your 
benefactor, and to yourfelf, will be the 
means to preferve Chriſtian virtues, which, 
from the moment that we attribute them 
with impiety to ourſelves, diſappear and 
leave the ſoul. 5 
A young lady, who has the honour of 
being related to your ladyſhip, upon hear- 
ing that I had given her character amongft 
thoſe I offered to the public in the young 
Ladies azme, reproached me very ſharp- 
ly: What, ſaid ſhe, was I to receive the mor- 
tal poiſon of flattery jrom the bands of Madam 
de Beaumont ? The lady pretended, that L 
had not done her juſtice, and had flattered 
her in the character 1 had drawn for her. 
It may be, Madam, that in ſketching out 
our portrait I have not thought to attri · 
ute to you all that is ſaid on your ac- 
count. But feppoſing, that as you ſay the 
capy is perfecter than the original, you 
muſt conclude, my intention was to pre- 


fent you with a pattern that might ſpirit 
up all your esse ours to be what you are 
not. - l 1. 4 Hit 0 eri 
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I make the ſame compliment to your 
ladyſhip. You are perſonated by lady Sen- 


fible in the following dialogues. If my 


reſpe&ful inclination for you, has impoſed 
upon me; if I have, without intending it, 
ſet off the copy with graces that are not in 
the original, you muſt take care to recti- 
fy the miſtake, and make the ariginal ſo - 
like the copy, that not the leaſt feature may 
be miſſed, 


I am, with due reſpect, 
Madam, 
ww Ladyſhip's 
Moſt obedient nd 


Moſt humble Servant, 


Le Prince de BtaunonT, 
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A RTISEMBNT: 


HE favourable reception, the A T7 Maga- 
Zine has met with in his Majeity's domi- 


nions, and abroad, has determined me to publiſh | 
a Magazine for Young Ladies, 


The moſt dangerous of a the 99 8 of life in 
my opinion comes on about fourteen or fifteen. 
About that age a young lady is entered into the 

world, and takes a kind of new being. All the 
paſſions kept under reſtraint in the ſtate of infancy 
begin to appear, and to plead i in their favour the 
example of the new acquaintance, with whom 
they have begun to rank. Though a young lady 
ſteps into the "world with the beſt education, there 
is too much, reaſon to fear, that the beſt impreſſi- 
ons will be. eraſed by others' that ſucceed them, 
and are formed from the corrupt and dangerous 
maxims, which they ſoon hear. But every thing 
Is to be feared, when a young lady brings along 
with her into this new world paſſions either flat- 
tered. or not curbed, a total ignorance, and, to 
ſay no worſe, puerile e She: mal.) me: 
vitably be ruined, 


. 


* ADVERTISEMENT. 


The world is ſurpriſed at-the 4 of, the 
numbers of ſo many deſpicable women; but, un- 
der the favour of a moment of reſtexion, there is 
far greater reaſon to be judiciouſly ſurpriſed, that 
there are ſtill ſo many virtuous, 


Let us ſtop our ears againſt the inceſſant 
panegyrics that ſelf-love laviſhes upon us. Let 
us enter into our ſelves, and own ingenuouſly, 
that we have the root of all vice. within our- 
ſelves, an eſteem of all imaginary good things, 
an averſion to all reſtraint with a love of liberty, 
that borders upon. libertiniſm. Under all theſe 
diſpoſitions to diſeaſes, that are like to prove mor- 
tal to the ſoul, we venture into an infected air 
without any precaution or preſervative. How can 
we wonder at ſo many unfortunate falls, that 
ſtrike and terriſy the ſpectators? I know, that 
ſome common places have been repeated over and 
over, and, if you will, to young women that have 
had the worſt education. 4 er der woman is 
always deſpiſed. *Tis neceſſary. to be godly and re- 
ligious, a decorum muf1 be obſerved. Virtue alone 
can make us eftremed and happy. The weakeſt 
governeſs has theſe maxims always in her mouth; 
ſhe repeats them without thought to a girl, who 
heazs them without any knowledge of their mean- 
ing. Some, I will net diſpute it, apply them- 
ſelves with a very good intention to inculcate theſe 
principles, by a frequent repetition, to thoſe un- 
der theircharge. But, with all their endeavours 

to compals Nis Jaudable deſign, they generally 
nufearry as much as they do not know, and 

| | com- 
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ently cannot teach them, that the ſteps 
— lead to a fault are not the fault itſelf, tho” 
they ate very dangerous and often criminal. an 
e and if it made its firſt 
appearance barefaced, moſt young people would 
be guarded againſt danger. But what are the 
ſteps that lead to diſorder ?- Imprudence, curioſi- 
ty, levity, want of attention. Voung ladies muſt 
learn this leſſon; they muſt have it frequently ra- 
peated; they muſt be alarmed with their examples, 
who not acquainted with the danger have found it 
fatal to their loſs. But let us ſuppoſe you have con- 
vinced them; * 
many dangers feizes them with fear and horror? 
And yet the greateſt difficulty remains, andit is this. 
They muſt be farther convinced, that neither their 
dread of evil, nor their own prudence, even un- 
der the watchful care of parents, can bear them 
fafe out of dan * and that they muſt inevitably 
periſh, unleſs 3 preſerved with 
- thoi@helps which religion procures.. This is not 
all. The h helps, which religion affords,” muſt be 
analyſed and laid out in their full light. The fart 
view diſcourages and gives a ſhoclæ to nature, 
but the coarſe veil muſt be taken off, and preju- 
dice removed to ſatisfy them, that the yoke of the 
ſpel is light and eaſy; and they muſt be made 
ible of this great and important truth, that ze 
15 caſter and leſs diſſicult to ſubdue, than to fatisfy 
our - They muſt, I add, feel and few that 
though their ſouls were not immortal and noch 
to be feared or hoped in another life, it woul 
de their intereſt. to be virtuous, ſines virtue is the 
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only. means to alleviate evils,- which cafinob 
be avoided in this life. But this is a-taſk far a- 


bove the generality of governeſſes; and it is a 


queſtion whether the mothers of ybung ladies are 
better qualified for this arduous truſt; they that 
ſhould lead the way and direct the governeſſes. 
Many are more ignorant than theſe laſt, more un- 


fettled and. leſs moral. Their examples and their 


maxims are at perpetual variance. Here a mo- 
ther by an exceſs of ſeverity Jocks. up from herſelf 


the heart of a daughter, which a young lady opens 
to a confident, or a ſervant 'maid, and engages 


in a proceſs of life, where every ſtep is ruin; There 


another with an ill- timed condeſcenſion fears, that 
mifs's health may be prejudiced, if ſhe meet with 
any contradiction, and chuſes to let all things go 


as they may rather than ſuffer any reſtraint from 


the means, which would keep a proper balance be- 
tween ſeverity and weakneſs: Another by her ill- 
guarded diſcourſe diſcovers the little value ſhe ſets 
upon chriſtianity, ' and prepares her 1 
ſo much to admit, as eagerly to ingroſs all that ſhe 


hears, or reads in impious books, too many in 


number, and which tend to make every thing 
doubtful, even the fundamental truths of religion, 


and the divine inſpiration of the ſcriptures. In a 


word, tbe generality of parents are ſo taken up 
with the world; gaming, public ſhews and page- 


antry, that they want time to engage the confi. 
denceof theit daughters; and, though they ſhould 
have this leiſure, they are utter | ſtrangers to 
the means, by which they might ſucceed in this 
neceſſary undertaking; and know not how A F 
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make uſe of that confidence, when they are happi- 
ly arrived at this term ſo much to be defired by 
parents. bal Songs 22. e 
From what has been ſaid there js too much reaſon _ 
to conclude that young perſons are abſolutely, or 
very near, in want of neceſſary helps to eſcape 
| the dangers, which accompany. the ravings or in- 
fatuation of adoleſcency ;. ſince we ſeldom meet in 
a governeſs, and even in parents, with the qua- 
lities requiſite to form their underſtanding and 
their hearts. ade | 


The major part of my readers, who have not 
ſo much as an idea of right education, and of 
the talents neceſſary for that important purpoſe, 
will look upon this as a paradox. But I repeat 
it here, after many repetitions, and ſhall continue 
to do ſo whilſt-I live, that education does not con- 
{iſt in the acquiſition. or culture of talents, nor 
in an exterior appearance and - outward ſhew; 
and yet what is called the beſt education goes 
no farther, When a young lady of fourteen or 
fifteen is to be brought up, the end propoſed is tg 
form a Chriſtian, an amiable wife, a tender mo- 
ther, an attentive houſekeeper, and a common- 
wealth's-woman, that may be a pleaſure, and 
what is more, an advantage to ſociety. But let 
us repeat it once more, what care, what pains, 
and how many talents are neceſſary for the mo: 
mentous taſk ? The greateſt attention, and the 
moſt conſummate experience ſcarce ſuffice to at- 
tain this great end. e 
3 a 


have . 
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ng lady of fifteen muſt 


1 have faid that a young 


de trained up a Chriftian 5 The propofition will 


meet with general applauſe, and, as to terms, it 


ſubſiſts in the common ideas; but few take the 
is not 


ſenſe and meaning. "This ſort of 
underſtood, and ſhall be ridiculed by moſt of 
my readers. 1 ſhatt be well off, if F am only 
taken ſor an extravagant woman, and if they 
don't pretend to find fome poiſon in a doctrine, 

which cannot be imputed to me, but 

want of attention to the goſpel where ] found it. 
And it may be no misfortune to be claſſed 


the methodiſts, a ſet of men little, if at all, 
known to me. But I mulk « once for al declare 


my mind on this article. 


The pofpel contains two red, the firſ 


ical, and this relates to ſpeculative truths; the 


ſecond practical, and that relates to our morals. 
The firſt are to be believed, the ſecond to be 
practiſed. That I may keep up to the plan which 
have propoſed to myfelf, in fome things that are 
"ty 4 dogmatical I ſhall barely quote the ſacred 
xt without any comment, glofs or interpreta- 
tion. And-'T defire' that the fame queſtion be 
aſked about the young Ladies Magazine, as was 
aſked about the Miſes. What are the author's 
ſentimentt concerning dogmatical paints p What 
communion dots the author fellow ? But my opini- 


on as to moral points ſhall be clearly decided. It 


will be i lr. ſingular, and to be carried too 
far. T hat wil Foe nth 


1 was 
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I was aſked the other day whether I could not 
moderate my opinion: that rigor of doctrine dif- 
courages many . A rich man has means to be- 
nefit others as well as himfelf. A rich man muſt 
be happier than a poor man. If diſciples of this 
world were to be formed, this doctrine would be 


readily admitted, but it muſt be profcribed/ 


amongſt the difciples of Jeſus Chriſt, Riches are 
not an advantage, unleſs they are employed for 
the uſe intended | by providence, from whom they 
have been received in truſt for the indigent; nay 
the rich ceaſe to be diſcip!es of Chriſt, when 

don't diſpenſe their wealth to that end. Riches 
otherwiſe miflead the heart, and incline it to an 
immoderate purſuit of eafe, the love of  ſuperflui- 
ties, and too violent a tie to this world. Cares, 


ſolicitude, fears and ſuſpicions, in a word all the _ 


difficulties of falvation face the rich man, that has 
an exceſſive affection to his wealth. I know and 


I have declared that the words of our Lord are 


only to be underſtood of the rich, who love their 
wealth criminally, and with prejudice to the-du- 
ty they owe to God and their neighbour ; but 
this is not enough to quiet the fears of the virtuous 
rich man, who, has juſt reaſons to dread bein 

weighed down by cupidity. I cannot diſguiſe the 
truth; naked truth is beſt; otherwiſe it ſuffers 

ſome-diminution. Beſides, my young ladies are 


* Thoſe word, pleſled are the poor; and many 
others, are not to be talen in the Aria fenje of the -. 
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brought 
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vrought up'to repeat the goſpel; that. muſt be 
done faithfully; the text muſt not be altered. 


| Providence difpoſes of the ſeveral 3 of 
life according to the divine plan for the ends in- 
tended. We have every one our reſpective em- 
' ploy, which, whatever it coſt us, muſt be faith - 
[1 fully diſcharged. The ſame. providence has fixed 
| | my ſtation, and to enable me for the acquitting 
il of the great dutics of this poſt has entruſted me. 
1 with ſome talents, and has procured me the con- 
fidence of the public as a means to facilitate the 
forming of young perſons. I ſhould- incur the 
| diſpleaſure of God ; I ſhould not correſpond to 
my call, if che fear 0 weak cenſures with- held 
my pen. I have an opportunity of inſinuating 
the ſpirit of Chriſtianity into the hearts of my 
| young readers. Their minds have not received 
| 
| 


any other impreſſions, and are not preoccupate, 

If there ſhould be ſome influence of worldly max- 

ims, the impreflion can be but ſuperficial.” And 

therefore let us make haſte. to imprint in their 

hearts the wholeſome maxims of Jeſus Chriſt with. 
ep and laſting characters. 


But who hinders you, they 49 2 ? Xs we . 
our daughters being brought up to good morals ? 
Muſt we be concluded no Chriſtians becauſe we 
are no big8ts? We defire you to bring up our 
eg pray make them women of worth and 

| honour; but do not puzzle their brains with ex- 

trayagant maxims; let them not copy after lor 
ſuch-a-pne, nor lady....,.:. 1 do not intend 
or 
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or deſire they ſhould follow any one's ſteps but 
thoſe of Feſus Chrift'p but I cannot male them 
fuch perſons as you deſire and of ſuch virtue as 
mall be proof againſt all trials, unleſs I make 
them perfect Chriſtians, - The degree of their 
religion will be the ſtandard of their worth, ho- 
nour, prudence, and of their attention to their 
reſpective duties. I muſt bring them to look up- 
an their ſalvation as an important affair, their 
greateſt, their only affair. I will give them to 
underſtand, that they àre only created ſor that 
end; and that the wealth of the whole world 
will avail them nothing, if they have the misfor- 
tune to loſe their ſouls; laſtly, that they need on- 
] 4 faithfully with the duties of their re- 
pective ſtates, in order to aſcertain their ſalvati- 
on. Ts not this the intereſt of parents, huſbands, 
their offspring, their domeſtics, and withal the in- 
tereſt of the-public'? This pleaſes you; it muſt 
pleaſe all the world. But you cavil about the 
means; I beg they may be left to me: one 
word more and I have done: Do you deſign to 
bring ibem up;bigats ? | Suſpend your opinion; be 
not alarmed; read this little book to the end; 
and obſerve what I mean by a bigot, and per- 
haps in the main we ſhall. not diſagree. Then it 
may turn out, that I ſhall have no adverſaries, 
but thoſe who make a trade of devotion, that is, 
who through ignorance of hypocriſy have ſubſti- 
tuted bigotry in the room of true piety. And 
let this ſuffice, that gemlemen and ladies of the- 
world may cool their paſſion, and W 0 xn. 0 
nary fears. Let them know, that 1 5 
45 | utmoſt 
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utmoſt horror for falſe devation; that I will be as 
great an enemy to falſe devotion, as I am to irre- 
ligion, and that I take the former to be more 
dangerous z and you young ladies, who ſeek to be: 
truly happy, be aſſured, that I will point out the 
way that leads to it, and which you will find ea - 
fier as you advance. Take this book, read, me- 
ditate, and conſider the contents, after which you: 
ſhall be, with unn ur as Ether p 8 
on Choice, [07 v1 


_ Divine and holy wise! Paul 5 . Hoelle 


rect my pen; prepare the minds and hearts of my 
ber r readers; without thee my wards wilt be 
empty ſounds that firike the ert ſor thoy' 
r nm the Matt. Min FRO 7 | 
| Some new e are aid in {08 
ine. Were they imaginary, others might 
have been. pitched * 15 I theſe: are 
5 my def py from nature, 
young people ſurni joe * all forty» of 
Ter. and _-this abridges my work very con 
| fiderably; and I am not without hopes that it 
will alſb make it uſeful. In 2 denen characters 
that I have: choſen, I point out the general me- 
thods to he followed by thoſe, Who undertake the 
inſtruction of youth, There are none of their 
ſcholars. but what may be ceducei to one or other 
af | the: characters 
The ſhades vchich malce the difference are almoſt 
imperecptible and cannot be chſarved * 
tn | 


watereth, but thou alone giveſt the increaſe, . Di- 


preſented: here to the public. 
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the greateſt attention; and yet this diſcovery is 
of the greateſt conſequence, of which: the fol-- 
lowing mſtance is a fignsl proof, The Lady, who 
goes by the name of Lady /tolent; was but four 
years and à half old when ſhe was conſigned to 
my hands. She did not underſtand a word of 
French, and had with a capacity far above her age 
very ſtrong paſſions, which by the indulgence of 
her nurſe were grown quite ungovernable. I 
ſaw. plainly at the ſecond viſit I made, bow un- 
profitable and troubleſome; my leſſons were. T' 
was very ſenſible, that the child not only deteſted, 
but had teaſon to deteſt me; and her averſion to 
me in ion to her wit was the more 
grounded and rational; ſhe Was tired with re- 
peating words without any meaning; the diſguſt 
ſhe had taken againſt the French language re- 
fleted on me; and as I was not able for want of 
language to argue the point with her, I had no 
hopes left of ſeeing any — of the - 
pugnance ſhe had to being taught. I be e 
nike Bags a French — ; 8— hr 
and very luckily a prudent perſon was found fos 

the purpoſe. ' I continued my leſſans for a whale: 

winter, and very tedious they proved to the young 
Lady. She told me without ceremuny, that ſhe 

hated me. Had I not been ture that ſhe was: 


miſtreſs of a great wit and a good heart, I ſhou'd 


have given up all hopes, but when you have 
thoſe good qualities to deal with, you may depend 

upon fu ſooner or later in this kind of en- 
terpriſe. I went on very regularly and loft these 
hours every week, and her parents had the: gaod- 


ſenſe 
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ſenſe not to think their money loſt. The: next 
ou! my charge was in a way that ſhe would 

ear me. Her averſion diminiſhed tho” not very 
perceptibly. I took care always to commend, when 
a proper occaſion offered, and winked at ſmaller 
faults, that-I might nat be under 2 neceffity of re- 
primanging, This method- had very good effect. 

he child owned that ſhe began to abate in her 
diſlike of me; at laſt ſhe was glad to ſee me and 
defired to have longer leſſons. May this example 
be of ſervice to thoſe who meet with ſuch a cha- 
rater! Children of this turn are only to be guided 
by reaſon; it requires much prudence to bring 
them to a ſenſe of their own advantage; and if 
violent means were to take place, no good could 
come of it; very great progreſs is made among 
ſuch characters with a ſeeming loſs of time. The 
method which met with ſucceſs here would have 
been the ruin of an indolent child, or of an in- 
different genius. The. laſt are to be treated with: 
kindneſs, tho? with leſs condeſcenſion; but 1 
ſhould never make an end upon this ſubject; and. 
for farther ſatisfaction on this point I muſt — | 
m_ reader to the Wark itſelf, TI'S 


' The firſt Rage of: addleeene i in not ve ouly 
time, that young Doin want help and inſtruftion, 
the laſt decides for life, as they then chuſe a ſtate. 
Hence their Magazine muſt take in all the pre- 
cautions neceſſary to enter upon a married ſtate: 
or to determine for à ſingle life. Endeavours 

muſt be uſed to lay before young perſons the in- 

| conveniencies, the dangers and the "— of 
| a ſtate, 
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a ſtate, which they are no longer at liberty to 
change for another; and laſtly young Ladies muft 
be guarded by proper advice againſt the im- 
moderate deſire they have and the pains they take 
to appear agteeable, which they pretext under the 
ſpecious ſhew of being neceſſary to arrive at a” 
proper ſettlement. Nothing ſhall be: forgot that 
can anſwer the ends propoſed in this work; and 
1 ſhall think my pains well beſtowed, if it prove 
uſeful to the young perſons, for whoſe advantage 
it is undertaken. ner rv 1159778 F rtf” 


Some will think, that the morning inſtructions 
to be given here are too ſerious for ladies from 
fifteen to eighteen years of age. But, to ſati 
this objection, I need only acquaint my readers, 
that I have merely Writ down the converſations- 
that have paſſed between me and my ſcholars; 
and experience has taught me that thuſe inſtruc- 
tions are not above their reach. Among my young ' 
people there are children of twelve years of age 
that will not let a ſophiſm be paſſed upon them 
for a ſyllogiſm, and they will tell you very gravely 
of a book they are reading: The author has taken _ 
leave of bis ſubjec ; he" fays very weak things. His 
principle is falfe'y his inferentes\muſtbe ſo. What 
is more my young ladies will prove iti We dont 
frame a true judgment of the capacity of children; 
nothing is out of their reach, if theyzare taught by 
little and little to form an argument, or rather to 
diſcourſe on a ſubject. Nowa-days ladies read 
all forts of books, hiſtory, politicks, philoſophy + 
and even ſuch as concern religion, They ſhould 


there» 
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therefore be in a condition to judge ſolidly of 
what read and able to di truth from 
falſhood. Before I reſolved to publiſh any thing 
concerning this matter, I tried two pon fuc- 
ceſſively what young ladies were capable of, and, 
after repeated trials, was fully convinced, that we 
are all born geometers, and that itis no ſuch hard 
taſk to bring ſoon to light and to diſplay the con- 
mate ical ideas of children twelve year 
vid. T's give ſtill farther ſatisfaction to the reader, 
nothing ſhall appear in this work, that was not 
well underſtood by eight young ladies of that age. 
Their objections ſhall be repeated as they made 


NAMES of the LADIES introduced 
in the following Dialogues. 


Lady SENSIBLE, 
Lady WiTTY, 

Lady TemeesT, 
Lady CHRARLOT TE, 
Lady Mary, 
Miſs MoLLy, 


were Characters of the 
Miſſes Magazine to 
which the Reader is 
referred, 


Miſs SoPHIA, 128 

Miſs BELL a her 

i - younger Siſter, 11 

| Miſs RuRar, 14 

Lady Vior ENT, 8 
Mrs. AFFABLE, h 

Lady Lovisa, 18 
1 
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N Years of Age. 


Lady Luc, 
Miſs ZiNx NA, 
Miſs FrRivoLovUs, 18 
| Lady SINCERE, 17 y 
„Mis FAxxv, 5 
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Lady Mary. 


H! Mrs. 4fb/:! what a long time has paſſed, _ 
ſince we had the pleaſure of ſeeing you? You 
promuley you would bur ſtay half a year, and you 
ave almoſt made ir two. I have had a fad tedious 
time on't, and I am really grown quite naughty, 
bur, thank God, you ace now com Pack for good 
any all; and I hope you will help me to correct my 
aults. | S ; | 
Mrs. 4fable. Very willingly, my dear lady, let 
me embrace you. Lord]! how you are grown! 
and, lady Witty ! you are actually as tall as Lam. 1 
could not have known yow again, -ladies. To be 
fure, you have improved in mind in proportion to 
your growth. | | 
Lady Witty. But ſo, ſo, Mrs. 4fable, ſometimes - 
well, ſometimes ill. I ſhall give you an account 
of all that has happened in your abſence ; you wil 
perceive, that I have not always been good, but 1 
have not always been out of the way neither. 
Mrs. Agalle. Still this is ſomething, my dear 
lady; 45 haye ſtrove againſt * paſſions; go on, 


OL, you 
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you muſt get the better at laſt. And 
Charlotte, how have you behaved? _ | 

HY Charlotte. Mana will tell you, Mrs. Af 

4 ie. 

1 Mrs. 4fable. Jam ſure you have been a good 
girl, but you are loth to praiſe yourſelf. And here 
is miſs Molly that ſays not a word, and keeps up 
cloſe in a corner, and quite aſhamed. What can 
be the meaning ? | 

Miſs Moth. Fa means that you will turn mè out 
of doors; when you know the ugly cuſtom I have 

| got ſince you went to France. I am grown ſuch a 
iar, that now I can't tell when I lie. 

Mrs. Afable. Reaſon enough to be aſhamed, my 
dear, but not to loſe courage. I hope the laſt lie 
is told. You have given an account, ladies, of 
yourſelves, and now I muſt tell you of lady Senfb/e 
and lady Tempeſi, whom I never left rhe whole time 

of our fot journey. They have been fo good, fo 
tractable, that I can only be proud of their beha- 
viour. | | 

Lady Witty. That was no very hard task. Were 
I conſtantly in company that would be ſo kind as 
to mind me of my failings, I think I ſhould very 
ſoon commit no fault. n 

Mrs. Afabk. One would think lady Witty is 
jealous. | | | 

Lady With. I really am, Mrs. fable; but you 
muſt excuſe me. I don't envy the ladies their hap- 
pineſs, T on'y with to be as happy, and that all the 
world was ſo. If I begged a favour, Mrs. A Fable, 
would you grant it? 

Mrs. Afable. Yes, madam, if it lay in my 

Wer. 8 * 

Lady Witty, What J am about to ask certainly 
does. I have made an acquaintance with three 
young ladies. They are the belt girls in the vol 

| 1 an 
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and abſolutely long to be your ſcholars. Two of 
them are big girls and older chan I am; the other 
is about my age. I have fo often repeated the 
leſſons you have been pleaſed to give me and theſe 
ladies, chat they know them by heart. May I be 
allowed to introduce them the next time I come? 

| Mrs. Afable., It will pleaſe me much, particular- 
ly, as you aſſure me, that they are very deſirous 
of being inſtructed. How do you call the ladies? 


. Lady Witty. Lady Lowiſa, lady Lacy, and miſs 
: Rural. The laſt is not in town, cannot bear it, and 
a lives altogether in the country; but ſhe aſſures me, 


that ſhe will leave it with pleafure, if you will ad- 
mit her as a ſcholar. - | x ; 

Mrs. Afable. I ſhall be glad to ſee that little rown- 
hater. And I muſt now give you notice of three 
other ladies, whoſe company we are to have; two 
I have been long acquainted with; I know very 
little of the third; her name is lady Violent. But 
the lady her mother begs ſhe 27 come to our 
leſſons; I gave her a few before J left England; 
the poor child did not underſtand a word of French; 
and I fear her time here will be very tedious. 


French; her mother is an intimate of mamas. She 
has a great ſhare of wit, they ſay, and that ſhe is 
very naughty, and extremely paſſionate. 


have a very ill tongue, and that is far worſ 
being paſſionate. e 7. 
Lady Mary. You are much in the right, Mrs. 
A Fable; this is another ugly trick I have got whilſt 
my you was at Paris. You will find our a great m 
more. For example, I am grown quite whimſical 
inly Tas they tell me; and it makes mama and my go- 
bree vernels very unealy, i 


and | "Sm: Mrs. 


Lady Mary. It ſhall be my buſineſs to reach her 


Mrs. 4fable. As for you I muſt needs ſay # 
Aa 


* 


= 
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Mrs. I Fable. This is frightful, dear lady Mary; V 
Pray tell me what kind of things theſe freaks and tl 
whims are. I would gladly ſee one of them. a 
Lady Mary, That can't be Mrs. Afable; my tc 
whims dread you as much as they do the fire; and m 


I know they dare not appear before you. But they al 
ſeize me in this manner; at frſt I ſhall be my Vi 


hearty without knowing why or wherefore. I ſing pt 
Skip, till I am much tired, and when I am quite th 
ſpent, I am out of all remper, and if any ing ſa 
happen to diſpleaſe me, I am juſt like a little fiend ; ar 
cry out and ſtrike every body. Then, ſuppoſe I W 
uam for one thing, I immediately change, and am to 
againſt it, and as ſoon again for it. After all this ſo 
Jam very angry, that I have behaved ſo ill; the 1k 
next thing is to cry out of vexation for having of- m. 
tended God, mama and mademoiſelle. And this is the fol 
life T have led ſince I ſaw you laſt. yo 


Mrs. 4ffable. This gives, me very great concern, MW 
my dear; and my only comfort is the hopes I have fin 
of your uſing the utmoſt efforts to correct this IE an 

_ faulr.. 1381 | ab] 
Lady Mary. In good truth, Mrs. Afable, were it ] 
left to my choice, I would rather faſt a week on 77. 
| bread and water, than do the like again. Bur when e 
the freak takes me, I take no farther thought of J 
that, and only think of bawling and making a noiſe. WW - 7 
I am ſure to be in the right, whilſt the fir of paſſion I eve. 
Jaſts ; and never yield myſelf to be in the wrong, I 
till all is over. er 
Mrs. Afalle. J know it to be ſo, my dear, and I N 
love you for being ſo ſincere; and will take an ad - ladi 
vantage from your openneſs and candor to find pro- I don: 
per remedies to remove à diforder of the mind, en 
which is alſp-owing to a weakneſs of the body, The I ihe 
firſt remedy is prayer. Every morning and evening bent 
beg of God to give you the grace of amendment as 
on. 48 | | 2_ 
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to this particular; the ſecond is to deſire your. go- 
verneſs not to fail reminding you, when ſhe bbſerves 
that immoderate flow of ſpirits, that it exhauſts you, 
and leaves you quite dejected, and without ſtrength 
to bear up againſt your paſſion. - You muſt pro- 
miſe me in the next place to leave all that you are 
about, and to retire to your room, when your go- 
verneſs gives you this warning. There you Thall 
pray upon both knees, and reflect, that you are in 
the preſence of God. How comes it my dear? You 
ſay, that your whims dare not appear before me, 
and yet they dare appear in the preſence of God, 
which you cannot avoid, and whole power is able 
to puniſh you any inſtant. You offend to his face 
ſo good and tender a parent, who loves you, and 
ſhowers down ſo many bleſſings upon you, Go, 
my dear ! think of this ſerioully, and, my word 
for it, you will not hear any farther complaints of 
your whims. 29k 1 

Lady Witty. Surely theſe ladies have ſeen many 
fine things in France. Won't they favour us with 
a1 US of what they have found moſt remark- 
able? . 354.9, 

Mrs. A fable. You muſt make your court to lady 
ente; the has wrote ſome remarks by way of a 


Jeurnal: 


Miſs Melly, What is a journal? | $8 
Mrs. Affable. That is, ſhe has ſet down in the 
evening the remarks ſhe made in the day, [ 

Lady Charlotte. Pray, Mrs. fable, give her 
leave to read her journal to the company. f 

Mrs. A Fable. Sometime or other it ſhall be read, 
ladies, but it muſt be written out fair, it is ſo ill 
done, that ſhe could hardly make ir our. When lady 
Tempeſt was but a little one, ſhe minded nothing, 
lhe laughed at a writing-maſter ; but now ſhe re- 
bents; with all the - pains ſhe takes to mend her 

4 B 3 hand, 
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hand, ſhe writes like a cat, and finds how difficult 
it is to leave off bad habits, contracted in one's 
infancy. 

Miſs Moly. Why has not lady Senfib/e made a 
journals?ʒõ d | 

Mrs. 2f«ble. That was needleſs after her coſen 

had undertaken it; and beſides the was taken up in 
a different way. She has made very pretty fairy- 
talos, fables, and ſome other little pieces, which 
ihall alſo be read here. 15 | 

Lady Mary. She is happy to be bleſſed with fo 
much wit. When I was in Ireland we had no books, 
and time went on very heavily. I thought to my- 

ſelf, as I have no novel to read, I will make one. 
This ran in my head all night; and with much ado 
I mad2 up a little. and a very ſhort tale. My go- 
verneſs fincied I was much out of order, as I 
Anu not breakfaſt, before I had wrote out my 
tasse a | 

Lady Cbarlirte. I aſſure you, Mrs. 4fable, that 
it is a very pretty one. Lady Mary read it to me, 
and I was proligioaſly diverted. 15 1 

Mrs. Afable. I hope ſhe will favour us with it. 

Lady Mary. Oh no! Mrs. Afable, it is ſo ill done; 
and theſe ladies could only laugh at me. 

Mrs. 4fable. You are but eight years of age, and 
have already all the feif-love of an author. Well, 
my dear! Will you tell me the truth, if I ask a 
queſtion ? | 
Lady Mary. You know, Mrs. fable, I never 
deceived you. Haw can you akk, whether I fhall 
tell the rruch > ? | e 

Mrs. 4fable. I own myſelf in the wrong. Liars 
only are to be miſtruſted. That is not your cha- 
rater; you will give me a true anſwer. Have 

ou not really a mind to read your tale to rhe 

ies; don't you find it pretty as it is; don't yo 


Wrong 


r . „ 


wrong your qwn thoughts, when you ſay it is but 
ill done; and would not you be ſorry to be be- 
lieved ? 

Lady Mary. Tis very odd, that you ſhould gueſs 
ſo readily at my private thoughts. I was not aware 
of it, tiil you made me obſerve it; and now I find 
that I ſpoke lefs favorably of the tale, that I might 
engage the ladies to comment it. 

Mrs. 4fable. This is the caſe with many, who 
have not your ſincerity to own it. Learn this max- . 
im, ladies, never to ſpeak well, or ill of yourſelves, 
or any thing that is yours. Such, as ſpeak to their 
own diſadyantage, defire to be contradicted. - We 
call this bamility with a hoot, for they only ſtoop 
or affett appearivg humble to hock in praiſe. Never 
ler yourſelt be asked a ſecond time, when the com- 

any is to be entertained with your talents; nothing 
is more diſagreeable. I have known ladies with 
charming voices, and the niceſt hands for ſeveral 
muſical inſtrumen ts. I never begged a ſong, tho? 
I dote on muſic. An hour muſt be ſpent in en- 
treaties, before they ſhew their talents, and the 
pleaſure of performance is far from a compenſati- 
on for the. trouble the company 1s at for the pur- 
chaſe of a fong. Now, lady Mary, let us have 

dur tale. oF | | | 

Lady F#i:ry, After it is ended I fhall beg leave 
to ask Mrs, fable a queſtion. TSF UF 

Lady Mary. Onee upon a time 

Mrs. Affable. If lady Mary had deſired ro ſhow 
her good breeding, the would have ſaid to lady 
Witty, madam, I beg that I may not pur. off your 

ueſtion; the tory may be told afterwards. En- 
8 my dear, another time to obſerve theſe 
niceties. This is being civil and polite. We muſt 
naver, in gaod manners, pretend to be above 91 
e 1 | ut 
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but on the contrary give them the preference, 
Now, my dear, go on. * 
Lady Mary (a). There was once upon a time a 
farmer; he had been very rich, and was grown 
very poor. He had two daughters, Betſey and Laura. 
Betjey was the elder, a very great beauty, but con- 
ſcious and proud of being a Belle. She only loved 
her own dear ſelf, was hardhearted to the poor, 
and had no complaiſance for any one. She Red 
no kind of work; indeed, ſhe N ſpoiling her 
hands; and would not go into the fields, till. her 
father had repeated his commands twenty times at 
leaſt ; ſhe ſaid it would hurt her complexion. Laura, 
the younger ſiſter had been very beautiful before 
the ſmall pox ; bur this diſorder had ruined her for 
a beauty, without giving her any great concern, 
as ſhe laid no great ſtreſs on this fading flower. 
She was loved by all the neighbours ;-in reality, 
ſhe endeavoured to oblige, all the world, and fre- 
quently deprived herſelf of the bread ſhe gave to the 
oor. Though Besſey the elder ſiſter, did not love 
E. the laid hold of all opportunities to pleaſe her, 
and took upon her all the work of the houſe, to ſave 
her the trouble. One day, as the two ſiſters milk- 
ed the cows, a wealthy gentleman, that 2 by, 
was ſtruck with the beauty of the elder ſiſter. He 
asked her ſome Tuer ; he found ſhe. had a great 
deal of wit, and was quite enamoured. Bee was 
charmed with the adventure; ſhe concluded, that 
by marrying this gentleman, the ſhould. come up 
and live in town, where ſhe could find plenty of 
diverſions. The gentleman asked her, who that 
ugly creature was, that retired almoſt as ſoon as he 


came in ſight (for Laura did not think-it handſome 


(a) This little novel is the compoſition of a child and given 
here as ſhe made it. Lady Sophia Carteret, Who is the guthory 
was not ten years old at that time. - 
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in a young woman to ſtand talking with your fine 
gentlemen of the town, who are only upon the 
catch to deceive country girls), Tis my fiſter, ſaid 
Bet/ey, a poor, ſoft creature, and only fit for the 
buſtle of a country- life. I am tired to death with 
it, amongſt ſuck coarſe neighbours; and I daily 
ſhed many a tear, and lament my not being born at 
court. _ You are too beautiful, ſaid the gentleman, 
to ſtay in the country. I muſt firſt ſettle ſome af- 
fairs; and then, if you like me, I will propoſe -a a 
match to your father. Betſey, who was ready to 
die with joy, aſſured the gentleman ſhe loved him 
extremely, even to folly. Mean while the farmer 
was quite out of temper at his eldeſt daughter's not 
coming back, and ſwore he would lay his hands on 
her, when ſhe did. Laura ſlips out of the houſe to 
go and tell her ſiſter, . that her father was very an- 
gry. That moment a poor woman came up with 
three ſmall children to the two ſiſters, and proteſt- 
ed, that the poor babes had not had a bit to eat of 
24 hours, and ſhe begged they would beſtow ſome . 

charity for their relief Go, good woman, aid the 
eldeſt, one meets with nothing but beggars, that will 
not let prople be quiet. Fair and ſoftly, ſaid Laura, if 
vou will give her nothing, don't abuſe her. And take 
ing a ſhilling out of her pocket (it was her all) ſhe 
gave it the poor woman. Betſey made a jeſt of her 
ſiſter, and ſaid, you muſt be very filly ; here, you ba- 
been three months getting up this ſhilling to go to the 
pofꝶe taſbeau, and now part with it to this aureteb. 1 
can be withcut the he u, Laura replied, tut, this poor - 
woman muſt . have bread for her children, Jou are the 
more a fool for believing her, Betſey took her up, per- 
haps ſhe has more money. than you, and will ſpend [your 
ſpuling in ſome diverſion. That may be, ſays Laura, 
but as foe may alſs baue told a true flory, I bad rather 
run the hazard of being , than be nn 5 
5 | * ; 
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The gentleman heard all their diſeourſe with the 
greateſt attention, and ſaid to the two liſters, 
pretty girls, kt there be ne more wordt; here is ea 
of you four pieces, and you may go to the ſhew, 
when you pleale. I am greatly obligated to you, Sir, 
Lama ſaid, and made a very low courteſy, but as 1 
am tn 20 want of money, give me leave not to accept 
yours. # prudent young woman, muff never accept any 
1hing from men; but ger, if you are fo defirons ta make 
me @ preſent, becauſe you are fo. generoms ; teflow this 
geld on that ppar woman ; and I foall eſtcem it as great 
an obligation, as if I had received it my /elf. With 
that the went off. Newer do it, ſays Brifey to the 
gentleman. Did mt 1 tell you, that my ſiſter was a 
poor filly creature? Who ever heard of giving four 
guineas to ſuch un object, when we have fo many things 
to buy. Now, Sir, give me the money my e refuſed, 
and 1 will give this woman the ſhilling I have. 
The gentleman anſwered, You ſhall have the eight 
guintas; but this muſi not hinder me giving the four; 


They are your fifler's, fince I made ber a preſent of 


them; aud ft «vas at liberty to difÞnſe of them, as hb 


pleaſed. 


When Betſey left this gentleman, his head was full 


of very ſerious refleftions. Good"Gog! thought he, 


by is the younger fiter lefs beautiful than the elder, or 
ruby docs the elder want the ſerſe of the younger Af 
rer all, it is a madn(s to marry a fretty face, and not 
a pern of ebaratter and werth. If 1 marry Betſey, 
and fhe be taken the next day with the ſmall fu, 


. there would be nothing left. 


Mean while, away ſets Betſey and tells her fa- 
ther; what a great lady ſhe was to be; and that a 
noble lord had promiſed her marriage. At firſt her 
Father laughed ar her, but upon her ſhewing the 
guüneas and her acquainting him, that my lord was 
to come again the next day, he was at as 

. etfey 
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Beſſty made all the haſte ſhe could to buy up all 
the ribbands and lace in the village, and fer all the 
ſeamſtreſſes and work-women to work. At night 
ſhe drefled herfelf our, and away to the poppet 
thow. His lordfhip was not expected till the day: 
following, and Beiſey was loth to miſs this oppor- 
runity of appearing. All this time her lover was 
in great agitations and knew not how to reſolve, 
Betjey's behaviour was very forward ;, he obſerved: 
that ſhe ' was hand hearted intereſted and ſelfith ; 
but then ſhe was fo beautiful, that he could not for- 
bear excuſing her. JF be was eager for a little mo» 
ney, ſhe only wanted it, he thought, to dreſs more a= 
greeably and to pleaſ me. She loves me, he ſaid, I 
could diſcover it in her looks. This gentleman had 
a waitt de chambre, a lad of wit, and who in pity 
thrugged up his ſhoulders, whilſt he heard his maſ- 
ter SF at this wild rate. What docft thou laugh at 
fiys his lord? Laugh? ſays he; I am much more diſ- 
poſed to cry. Yau believe, my lord, that little animal 
Howes you ; but Jet me teil you, ſhe only loves your money, 
Give me leave to put on your beſt ſuit; I will give my- 
elf mt for à duke; and thuugh 1 am heartily ugh, T 
now be will ſooner marry me, than your loraſbip. Do 
fo, ſays my Lord; it is but three miles to my ſeat: 
of Ch=—nt; take my laft birth-day ſuit, that embroi=- 
dered in gold; and com back to me, you will find me at © 
this tavern, | | 3 

Whilſt this maſcarade was getting ready, poor 
Laura was in great trouble. She thought this gen- 
tleman very amiable, and the found an inclination 
coming on for him againſt her will; when her ſiſter 


| accofted her and not without ſcolding her very 


roundly acquainted her with the ſucceſs of her ge- 
neroſity. rutly, ſays ſhe, it becomes you mightily to be . 
genergus with other peoples money. I ſhall never forg oe: 


the four guineas. This account of his noble charity: 


— entirely 
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entirely gained him Laura's heart. As ſhe feared 
diſcovering her inclination, ſhe reſolved not to he ar 
home, when he came. Bur ſhe was fairly catched; 
The ſaw him come that evening and endeavoured to 
retire, He came alone; his man underſtanding 
that Beſſey was gone to the thew, went thither in 
his maſter's coach. This gentleman deſired of the 
firmer to let Laura keep him company till her 
ſiſter returned; ſhe complied. in duty to her fa- 
ther's orders. The converlation began with a re- 
queſt to Laura, that ſhe would acquaint him with 
her ſiſter's imperfections. But Laura far from tax- 
ing any ſuch advantage to leſſen his good opinion 
of Betſey, ſaid all the handſome things ſhe could of 
her ſiſter withour prejudice to truth, and endea- 
voured to. excuſe her failings. Mean time the 
counterfeit duke. was vowing and proteſting to the 
proud country-laſs, that ſhe was the greateſt beauty 
in the world, and that he ſhould eſteem himſelf 
more than happy, if ſhe: would condeſcend to be 
a dutcheſs by marrying her humble ſervant. Betſey, 
who had calls pretended to love her firſt ſpark out 
of mere ambition and intereſt, thought it more ad- 
vantageous to be a dutcheſs than barely a lady, and 
adviſed the_new-fangled duke to 4 haſte and 
obtain her father's conſent before a certain gentle - 
man in tlie country came to make propoſals. The 
walet de chanbre coached her home; but though ir 
was exceſſive cold, all the glaſſes muſt be let down 
that ſhe might be ſeen by her neighbour: in the vil- 
lage. Gueſs how the was ſurpriſed to find her firſt 
lover. at her father's; but however when he re- 
proached her with inconſtancy, the recovered. her 
ipirics ſo far as to tell him, that ſhe was only. in 
jeſt, and had never loved him. Tale my fler 10 
comfort ym, ſaid ſne, and laughed at him to bis face 
iu à molt inſulting and ſcornful manner. That is 
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not ſo ill adviſed, he replied, and if Laura will but 
conſent, I Hall think myſelf extremely happy in 
receiving her from her father's hands, Laura caſt 
her eyes down, bur this did not hinder the gentle- 
man perceiving, that ſhe had no averſion to the 
match; and the aſſured him very modeſtly, that 
ſhe eſteemed his perſon for his virtue, more than 
for his niches. marriage contract was drawn 
up and ſigned; the valet de chambre having laid 
down the duke, came in his uſual cloths to wait 
upon his maſter and informed Beg he had only 
jeſted with her. Besſiy's deſpair laſted as long as 
her life; no one would be troubled with a woman 
of her character; ſhe lived to be old and ugly, and 
never had any offer made her; whereas Laura 
lived quite happy with her husband. ow 
Mrs. Afable. Iadeed, lady Mary, this little no- 
vel is perfectly well contrived. Virtue is reward- 
ed, and vice puniſhed. ee though ſeems to 
he wanting; ſhould not Laura after her marriage 
have been very Kind. to her parents, and even to 
her ill-rempered ſiſter. N 
Lady Mary. Very right, Mrs. Afable, that ſhould 


have been. Lady Witty was about asking you a - 


queſtion ? TE val | 4b 

Lady Witty. You: ſaid, Mrs. A Fable, that we muſk 
never talk of ourſelves, or any thing that belongs 
to us. What can we talk of? why, really, nothing 
elſe DNAS... | 418 

Mrs. A falle. I am very glad lady iti, that 
you have asked this queſtion; it gives me an op- 


ppreunity to ſpeak of ſeveral important matters, 


which I beg you will hear with attention. I have 
read in a pretty ſort of a fairy-tale the deſcrip» _ 
ion of the Temple of Se//-love. It is extremely _ 
vell ſuited to explain what I am about to ſay. 
ER oF A prince 
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A prince was led by Love to this temple, and was 
accofted by an officer, a military man, who pluckꝰt 
him by the ſleeve and faid, This temple was raiſed ta 
priſtrve the memory of all the great actions 1 have per- 
formed in my life. Do you fee that figure upon the al- 
tar? It repreſents me; the flatue is univerſally ad- 
mired and reſpected by all. The paintings that adorn the 
. temple are ail the battles and fieges that I ha pe been 
engaged in. Never mind that dotard, ſays a beauti- 
fal woman, that took che prince by the other arm, is 
it not as cl:ar as nyn-day, that 1 am the perſon repre» 
fented upon the altar; and that the intenſe, which ſmoakes 
there, is offered to me? The pictures are drawn for a 
crowd of lovers that wvore my chains. Really ma- 
dam, ſays a poet, I can't but adrire you and your fin 
fancies. I am the: only jer/on adored in the temple; 10 
be convinced, read that "writing in the f, picture. 
J, an ode I made when I A mere youth. That other 
picture reprejents one of my comedies, Take notice of that 
throng of ſpectalors ſeized with admiration ; they art 
ewholly taken up with me and the performance. Tau are 
all nad, ſays the prince; who has placed my flatue 
non the altar I cannot ſay, but there I am; and the 
pictures deferrbe the famaus chaces that I have ſeen 
when I hunted. Love, who had guided the prince 
to the temple explained the riddſe and ſtruck im 
with a paſſion for a charming princeſs; upon which 
all other objects difappeared ; and he couſd only ſee 
the object he loved. Henceforward, ſays Lobe to 
him, be convinced, that ſπο v perſuades mortals, 
that the whole world is only taken up with them 
their talents, their wit, and intereſt; and that they 
continually ftrive to keep up this idea of themſelves, 
without once thinking, * all are too full of Jelſ- 
 tve to think of b Agen, 
Remember theſe laſt words, ladies; that fame 
felf-love which engages you to ſpeak of vou 
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poſſeſſes the perſons that hear you; they think they 
are wronged by your pterenſtons to be the figure 
upon the altar, and will ſeave no means untried to 
be placed there even at your expence. Would you 
be loved and be in requeſt with all, caſt Hove a- 
fide, and find room in heart for the-love and 
eſteem of others. Inſtead of breaking their heads 
with what concerns you, and is nothing to them, 
ſpeak of their affairs, hear their long and tedious 
narratives with complaifance ; Jet them think, that 
you fee them with pleafure upon the altar, and that 
you are fincerely pleaſed with the eſteem which 
they think to have deſerved: _ _ . 
Lady Witty. And whilſt I 8 the /e/f- love 
of others, what will become of mine? It muſt 
make a very mean figure. I am willing, that o- 
thers thould have their thare of efteem and reſpect; 
it would be unjuſt to claim ĩt all. But why. may 
not every one have their turn ? 
Mrs. Fable. Nothing, my dear, is more natu- 
ral chan your apprehenſion in this regard; and I 
am charmed with ſincerity. You ate con- 
cerned for the figure your own /{f-love would 
make. If it was well appriſed of it's own intereſt, 
it would ſoon be — that ĩt appears with the 
| advantage; for nothing can pleaſe more 
an to leave your company charmed with your be- 
ha viour, to ſre that they are forry to part, and glad to 
meet again, wich you. Commonly ſpeaking our e 
love is tod coarſe to reliſh this exquiſite and re- 
fined plea ſure; and the paſſion thinks itſelf wronged, 
when it is not at Hherty to trample all the world 
2 _— Tf this be che cafe, ladies, — ſelf 
Imve fret and complain, tis an ungtacious gueſt and 
it were to be wiſhed; that it Sund Fo . a wel- 
come amongſt us, as to ſrek other quarters. 1 


— 


16 The Young Ladies Magazine 


Lady Senfible. But, Mrs. Afable, you often ſay 
our /e/f-love ; why ſhould you be brought in? Haye 
you any /e/f-lope? I could never perceive it. 
Lady May I am ſharper ſighted, than you are, 
madam ; I have obſerved that defect in Mrs. 4/- 
fable. You wont be angry, Mrs. Afable; for you 
have often ſaid that you loved ſuch as told you 
of your failings. 1 | 

Mrs. Afable. J am till in the ſames;mind; my 
dear ; and to ſhew how thankful I am for the good 
office, I promile you a very pretty book. And 
now, dear lady Mary, tell me in what particular I 
have betrayed ve. | 

Lady Mary, Why ; you ſpeak too often in com- 
mendation of theſe ladies and me. We are in a 
manner your children, Mrs. Afable; and in as 
much .as you love us and are taken up with us, 

ou imagine all the world mult be ſo too. There 
is a lady, a friend of yours; ſhe ſays ſhe is juſt 
wearied with that ſort of talk. 

Mrs. Afable. That lady, my dear, is no friend. 
2 tell who ſhe is; I ſhould be ſo angry, at 
er. 

Lady Mary. How ſo! would you be angry be- 
cauſe. ſhe has diſcovered a fault of your 

Mrs. 4ffable. Not for finding out a fault, but for 
that ſhe has not been ſo kind as to give me a 
friendly warning. You are my good friend, lady 
Mary, and I can never forget the kind ſervice you 
bave done me. I muſt confeſs, children, I ſpeak 
too often of you, but tis becauſe I love you, and 
I cannot ſay. but it is with ſome. return on my- 
{elf for the pleaſure of having my talents admired 
in the progreſs of yours. I am not unlike ſuper- 
annuated dmothers, who take pride in the 
beauty of ne daughters, becauſe it may be 


thought from the beauty of their poſterity, 2 
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they have formerly been beautiful themſelves. 
Well ladies, I promiſe to mend; and this may 
encourage others that ſee: my defects, to let me 
know the ſame. It is time to part, dear children; 
This ſhall go for a viſit, and no leflon; tho' I 
think it has been ve Jong. | 
Lady Witty. And I think it has been very ſhort 
Viſits, converſations, leſſons, *tis all one to me, 
and I look upon them as paſtimes. _ . 
Mrs. fable. It pleaſes me much, my dear, to 
find you in theſe ſentiments. You will bring your 
ladies to our next meeting. Let them come early, 
that we may make ſome little acquaintance be- 
fore the leſlon. Now 1 muſt tell you we ſhall 
have another lady, lady Sincere. I hope you will 
all love her, as much as I do, for, indeed, ſhe is 
very amiable. ; 1 


A eee eee DLL ATED LY ee Ges 1 {i 
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Mrs. AFFABLE, Lady Wirrr, Miſs Rukx AL. 


Lady Vitg. — 


IVE me leave Mrs. Afable to introduce, 
Miſs Rural; ſhe longed ſo for the honour of 
your acquaintance, that ſhe would not wait for the 
other young ladies, our frifads. - 1 6 
Mrs. fable. I am greatly pleaſed with what 
ou ſay and much obliged to you. As I am a 
ranger to the young lady, her impatience muſt 
be the effect of the good character you have given 
me. I muſt endeayour to keep up to the favour- 
able idea the has formed of me, from what you 
have ſaid to my advantage. She looks very baſh-. 
ful. You-muſt be under ao fear, Min; you don't 
; come 
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come to ſchool here, but a meeting of young la- 


dies. We have no flattery, no reftraint or difiem- * 


bling amongſt us. Lady Witty tells me you have 
| lived alrogether in the country; the ſimplicity of 
our converſation Wil be the more agreeable. 
Miſs Rural. Yes, Madam ! 
Mrs. fable. Do you like the French language; 
can you ſpeak it a little. g 
Miſs Rural, I like the language very well 5 bur 
T ſpeak it ill. ao as 
Mrs: Afable. You tremble, child, and ſcarce 
dare open your mouth. You muſt not be afraid 
of me; if yau are, you will never love me. 
Miſs Rural. Oh, no! F am not afraid of you. 
Lady Witty. I am really out of all patience. I 
am ſure, Mrs. 4fab/e, rakes you for a naddy. Well! 
I have been caught once. Your Mama might fay 
what ſhe would to mine, of your wit and capa- 
wa laughed and did nor believe a word of it. 
rs. -4fable. You are much too haſty in judging. 
Muſs is baſhful and under ſome confuſion; that 
may not prevent us fo much in her favoyr; but 
' ir wonld be extremely cruel to judge from mere 
appearances. An ancient uſed to ſay, ph, that 
1 may know thee, We muſt wait for this proof; 
otherwiſe we may eaſily miſtake. Mi has _ 
fpoke four words, but they were all much to 
Beſides, my dear, it requires a great deal 
of wit to ſhew a ve moderate capacity in a 
kKnguage, which one does not poſſeſs. The diffi- 
eulky of finding readily proper terms clogs the 
imagination. Pray tell me, dear Miſs, why you 
prefer the e to the town. 
" Mifs Raral. J know the adva of the coun- 


try, and am not ſure the town will afford the like z 


fo that I rather fear, than hate the town. 
Mrs. Afable. Upen my word a moſt ſenſible 
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anſwer! prudent perfons cannot forbear being un- 


der ſome apprehenſion, when they change their ſi- 
tuation. w do you ſpend your time in the coun- 
try, Maſs? | « | 
_ Tits Rural. Walking about, reading, viſiting, and 
being viſited by young ladies of -our acquaintance. 
Mrs. Afable. And, pray Miſs ; what have 
you read. r 
. Mils Rural. Herodotus, ſome part of the ' Roman 
biſtory, a great number of Sermons, the Spectator 
and Mr. Locte's works. | 
Mrs. Afuble. What! believe me, theſe books are 
for almolt grown Journ women. What is your 
inion of Mr. Lacie . . 
Miſs: Rural. My opinion is . . , . but here come 
a great many ladies. Give me leave to hear and 
to ſay no more. I have no difficulty to ſpeak be- 
fore you; but before theſe ladies I cannot. 
Lady Laiſa. I come Mrs. fable in hopes that 
ou will confirm by word of mouth che leave you 
gave us by lady Witty, to wait upon you and ro be 
admitted in quality of your ſcholars. I ſpeak for 
myſelf and company; lady Lucy is fo bathfal, that 
one would take her to be in an ague-fir by her 
trembling, and I dare ſay the will not venture to 
open her mouth this week: © 6 


_ Mrs. Afadle. She ſhall be with Miſs Ruval 5 they 


will I hope, recover this bathfulneſs'oye as ſoon as 
the other. Bur, ladies, there is one thing gives ma 
ſome concern. We have ſeveral younger ladles in 


our ſociety; and I muſt make ute of rhe plaineſt 
terms and cleareſt expreſſions to place their inftruc- 


tions more within their reach. This, ladies, will 

e, e Soak! v6 Yep there 
. For my part be vi 

nr bs: the leaſt hindrance to thoſe adi 
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happy, I ſpeak of myſelf at leaſt, to know as muck 


as they do. | | 
Lady Louiſa. Upon my word, Mrs. Afable, you 
have ſet out here with a miracle. For I can ſafely 
fay, that more than half of lady Lucy's acquaint- 
ance have never heard her ſay ſo much at once. 
Mrs. 4fable. This bears cruelly hard on your 
friend, Madam ; you muſt give me leave to take 
her part a little. To be too baſhful is certainly a 
defett; but becomes a young lady much more 
than the oppoſite extreme, ſo common at preſent. 
Ask lady Senſible, what ſhe thinks. WY 
Lady Senfible, If I muſt give my opinion, Mrs. 
Fable, I muſt own to theſe ladies, that I took 
great offence at the ſtrange freedom I obſerved a- 
mong the young ladies in France, and chiefly*the 
married women. I was partly in the wrong, for 
Mrs. 4ffable convinced me, that this did not hinder 
their being very diſcreet witha !; but, in reality, 
that free, 5 | 
contrary conſtruction on their behaviour; and 


have found ſeveral foreign gentlemen in the ſame 


way of thinking. | | 

Mrs. Afable. Exceſſes are always to be avoid- 
ed; anda modeſt aſſurance is very commendable. 
Ah! here are two young ladies that I have the 
honour of introducing to this company. Good 
morrow to you, ladies. Well! you are very de- 
firous to be perfect in your French and to learn all 
that I teach theſe ladies; are you not? | | 
_ Miſs S2phia. Yes indeed, dear Mrs. 4fable. J aſ- 
ſure you I have not ſlept of all night; I longed ſo. 
to ſee you. | ; 


Miſs Bella. The deſire of learning is the diſ-- 


remper of the whole family; my poor little ſiſter 
Fanny cried ſadly, when we came away. It was to 


no purpoſe to tell her, that ſhe did not talk ""_ 
TER a 


old, thoughtleſs air made me pur a * | 
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and could not come with us; ſhe begun to under- 

ſtand it ſhe ſaid; and I was fain to promiſe I would 

ask your leave to bring her to you the next time. 
rs. I fable. How old is ſne? ol 


Miſs Sophia. Five and a half; but then ſhe is 


extremely ſenſible of her age. She has learn't to 
read French and to write in forty eight leſſons and 
laſt ſummer ſhe taught her little ſiſter, who can 
alle eee BOY 

Mrs. Afable. She deſerves the favour you ask 
for her; pray bring her to the next leſſon; I am 
very willing ſhe Fi 
want lady Violent; but here ſhe is. Good morrow 
to you, Madam. | 

y Violent. Good morrow! _. TELE! PR 

Mrs. 4ffable. Now we muſt take up again the 
hiſtory of the Holy Scripture, where we broke off. 
Who was to begin, children? I have really forgor. 
2 Lady Violent, you look mightily out of 
Orts. | | | 

Lady Vialint. I look as 1 really am. I hate 
French, and Mrs. 4fab/e I don't like you at all. 
'Tis . much againſt my will I come hicher, bur 
Mama will have it ſo. I muſt obey and am ſure to 
have a tedious time on't. 8 


Mrs. Afable. And I am ſure that ir will prove 


otherwiſe, and that you will dote on me before 


three months are over. You ſhake your head, 
and don't believe a word I fay ; but I know lady 


Violent better than ſhe does herſelf. ' You have a 


great ſhare of wit; and ir is impoſiible for you 


not to be pleaſed ar laſt with our exerciſes. ' As 
to myſelf, Madam, my pride is not a little con- 
not You: fay you don't love me. I muſt 


cer 


battle it out with you to gain that heart; we 
hall fee in the end, who gets the better. : 


* 


ould come. Now. we only 
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Lady Violent. I cannot but ſmile at bat- 
tlings what if you don't get the better? If I go on, 
and neither like you nor your leſſons; will you 

romiſe me your intereſt wah mama to prevail upon 

er, never to ſend me hither again ? 

Mrs. 4fable, That I will, and I engage my word 
of honour. - Fix your own time for the trial. J 
could venture a wager, that three months hence 
you would be extremely mortified not to frequent 
our leſſons any longer.. 3 Ti 
Lady #/ivlint. I have feen you often enough theſe 
two years, and the miracle you promiſed is ſtill 
to come. And all this time I have been heartily 
tired of you and your leſſons. 6-1 . 

Mrs. Afable. Had I been in your room, my dear, 
I ſhould have been ſtill more weary than you. Then 
I enly put words into your little noddle, which is 
made for things, and nor mere words. Now that 
vou know French, you will underſtand what is 
{aid, and, I repeat it once more, it will be impoſſi- 
ble for you to diflike our exerciſes. For my part 
I hall be ſo fond of you, that I defy you to beun- 
gratefu}. I can work miracles; do you hear, my 
dear. Ask lady Charlotte and lady Tempeſt. They 
were two little lions, and I made them lambs. 
Don't you remember, ladies, that juſt before I 

went for France, lady Charlotte gave her maid a 
box on the ear; and that I deſired her, by Way o 
repairing this fault, to wait upon her maid at ta- 
ble, which lady Temjeft ſaid, would make the male 
very ſaucy. Ask whether it turned out fo. | 

Lady Charlotte. Quite contrary, ladies; the poor 
creature would not fit down ; the was all in tears 
and would by no means comply, till I prevailec 
with ie intreaties. Ever ſince that, ſhe ha 


been much better tempered, and has: begged n 
pardoen a hundred times; indeed ſhe has 2 
| orgivei 


f. | iven Mrs. Afable 
— of all this ado. 
Mrs. Gable. Lad 
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her miſdeeds, I ſhould 


good actions. 


nance, as ſhe was co 
f oughe a handkerchief, 
to make. a preſent to her maid. Pra 
mean by this preſent ? | 


what did you 
Lady Char 


will. 


23 
| ady Charlotte has not told all, 
ladies; it is but juſt, that as I have, put her u pon 
e known her 


Some days after ſhe had done this 
home from airing; the 
two yards of ribband, 


arlotte. I feared ſhe. migh 
complied with the penance ia ſpire, 
And to ſhew that I — 5 


and 


and 


y. my dear, 


freely, and that I was not at all ſorry, that ſhe had 


ſat down at my requeſt to be waited on; I th 
it would look well, if I made her a prefent of 


trifle. 


young h y of great ſenſe. Have not I told 


able, You thought, and acted Ike 3 


ladies, that the dragoons, as I call them, or the ſtur- 
dy and high-ſpirited ones, always turned out the 
beſt. Ask dear lady Charlotte, whether ſhe did 
not feel a ſenſible 
mitting to that humiliation. After all, ſhe had be- 
haved like a ſervant, when ſhe ſtruck her maid ; 
nay, ſhe had debaſed herſelf, ſhe came down far 
below the degree of her maid, by yielding to her 
paſiton ; nor could ſhe recover her rank, but by a 


reparation of her fauk. 


pleaſure in obeying, and ſub- 


Lady Charlie. After I had done it, Iaffure you, 
Mrs. A Fable, that I was as light as a feather. I 


remembered the prineefs you mentioned, who re- 


paired-the fault ſhe had committed, by 2 


without reaſon; a woman of her wardrobe ; 


t think bas 
at may 
d willi and 


ht a 


took off the dread I had of the penance; for, 


thought I, ſhe was a 


pretend to be. 


much greater lady, than I can 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. 4fable, A filly girl asked me the other day, 
what purpoſe all this reading ſerved. Now, you 
ſee it, ladies. We meet in books with many ex- 
amples, that encourage virtue. Lady Charlotte 
made her adyantage of that of Mademoiſelle de 
Bearjollois to repair her fault. 1 

Miſs Molly. Lou promiſed us ſome farther par- 
ticulars about that princeſs and her ſiſter. 

. Mrs. Afable. Her ſiſter married the prince of 
Conti, and led the life of an angel in the midſt of a 
court. As ſhe gave herſelf wholly to devotion, 
ſhe left off putting on any paint, and was very loth 
to loſe time in dreſſing. It was obſerved to her, 
that this alteration was diſagreeable to the prince, 
upon which ſhe took care to dreſs, and ſet herſelf 
out as uſual. She was perſuaded, that great de- 
votion was not inconſiſtent with ſubmiſſion, and her 
beſt endeavours to pleaſe her huſband. I ſaw her 
about a fortnight before her death; ſhe was ſur- 
priſingly beautiful. The princeſs was about twen- 
ty three years of age, and did not ſhew' the leaſt 
regret and repugnance to leave the world. She was 
moſt perſectly reſigned to the diſpenſations of pro- 
vidence; ſhe never made the leaſt complaint of her 
ae though it was generally thought they 

4 occaſioned her death by letting her blood too 
often. | | | 
Lady Wiry. Oh! what pity, that ſo beautiful and 
, fo virtuous a princeſs ſhould be taken off in the 
flower of her youth! Pray, what became of her 
ſiſterꝰõo + , | FO 

Mrs. 4fable. She died of the ſmall-pox, when 
ſhe was but eighteen. Her paſſions were more vio- 
Jent than her ſiſter's; but, with all her fire and 
ſprightlineſs, ſhe gave many proofs of good ſenſe, 
as you have ſeen; and did man good A1 yorh Her 
heart was as noble as her birth, She would play 

. | : | an 


fault. 
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and game for her women and the poor, that is, ſhe 
ga ve all that ſhe won. I had this account from one 
ſo entirely devoted to her,; that though the princeſs 
left her « yearly penſion, ſhe could never get over 
her death; and in a ſhort time died herſelf of a 
broken heart. Net e 
Lady Vit. It would be a pleaſure to be kind 
to ſeryancs, if they would be grateful; but the moſt 
part have no affection for their maſters and only 
ſerve for their own ends Y 
Mrs. 4ffable. I might anſwer that good muſt be 
done, merely to be recompenſed by the gratitude _ 
of the perſons we have benefired, but out of chriſ+ 
tian and humane motives ; but ler theſe be dropt. 
You ſay that you are ſerved by your domeſtics 
from intereſted views. Pray, what other motive 
can they have, when they are treated with harſh- 
neſs and pride, which diſpoſe their ſelf-love to re- 
volt; for they have their ſhare of 1ſelf-love as well 
as we? Do you deſire that they ſhould be well af- 
fected to you? Shew' your affection to them, look 
upon them as your children ;. they will love you 
as their mother. Com miſerate their want, don't 
offer to cruſn them under the weight of authority 
thy will reſpe& your rank, love your perſon, and, 
you may fig ww: tne it, will come down, and 
very ſreely, lower than ydu would venture to re- 
quire' of them. But you muſt obſerve, ladies, that 
J only inſiſt upon being kind to, not meanly fami- 
liar with them; that would bring you into con- 
tempt, never let your maid be your confident. A+ 
void, with care, all occaſions for ſuch ſervices 
from them as you would not willingly own. 
This would make you dependent, and take away 
the liberty of checking them, hen they are in 
Dien Zen £0190 aaa 
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Lady Senſible. May 1 have leave to entertain the 
ies with the account. of two flaves, who ſacri- 
ced their lives for their maſters-? | 


Mrs. 4ffabie, Lou are very welcome, my dear. 


We have read ir in a romance; there may be fome 
daſh of the fable in the circumſtances. The ſub- 


ſtance is certainly true; and the fact has happened 


mote than once among the Romans; they treated 


their flaves with great humanity ; theſe in return 


were very affectionate to their maſters. 
Lady Senfib/e. Nero the Roman was very 
wicked and cruel. Two ſtrangers, who had pre · 
vented his carrying off a woman he fell in Dove 
with, were deſtined to fall victims to his rage. 
As no action lay againſt them, who had committed 
no crime, he choſe to have them privately mur- 
thered. They had each a faithful ſlave, who diſ- 
eovered d-. en deſign againſt their maſ- 
ters, and took the generous reſolution to venture 
their lives to fave theirs. The maſters were then 
in the country, and one of the flaves ſent them a 
letter to this purpoſeQ. | | 
| Upon the receipt of #his leave Italy; your lives 
are in danger; bat as you cannot retire to any place 
out of the Tyrant's dominions, change your wames.. We 
ill return to ven, en it Hall pleaſe the Gods. 
The two ſtrangers knowing the fidelity of their 
fervants, followed the advice given them, though 
they were not acquainted with their reaſons. 
Mean while the ſlaves, ho were appriſad, that the 
houſe was to be broke open at night, put on each 
a ſuit of their maſter's; but upon reflection that 
their impeſing upon the Tyrant would be dif- 
covered after their deatk, they -tbok knives and 
aut their faces in ſuch a manner, chat it would be 
impoſſible ro know them again. They executed 
their deſign wich courage; the murtherers came 
1551 3 in, 
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in, and ſoon laid tlie generous ſla ves onthe floor, who 
wallowed in their blood running from the wounds 
they received from theſe aſſaſſins and from them 
felves. There happened to be a woman in the 
houſe, who at firſt was under che greareſt fright; 
but when the inſtruments of Nero's — left 
the houſe, ſhe went up to the room and found that 
one of the flaves was not morally wounded; as 
ſhe was making all poſſible diligence to aſſiſt him, 
be would not ſuffer any dreſſing, till he had worn 
her to ſecreey. The care the took of the ſlave 
was attended with ſucceſs; and he ſer out to ſind 
his maſter. The gentleman could not refuſe his 
tears to the melancholy ſituatĩon he ſaw his faith 
ful ſervant i in, all disfigured with the gaſnhes he had 
eut in his face for his fake. He would have divid- 
ed his fortune with him, but the heroic flave would 
never forſake- his maſter and ended in his ſervice 
that life, which he had ſo nr ventured to 
ſave his maſter's. 

Lady Tempel. What need was there of ſufering 
themſelves to be murthered? Might not they, as 
well, and much better, have gone to their ma- 
ters in the country and eſcaped wich them, as 
they had time enough to do? 

Mrs. fable, No, my dear; lady Sen/ible ahi 
ſerved to you, that Nero commanded almoſt the 
whole world. To whatever place they might have 
retired, he would have found means to diſcover 
and to deftroy them. This was the ſlaves reaſon 
for adviſing the change of names. The only means 
to ſave them was to perſuade the Tann 
they were no more. 

Lidy Winy. They had bats fouls and deſerved. 
to be we ohm doe 

Mrs. 4ffable' 7 All cnc | 
us equal in be ight of" God, and even in the 

thoughts . 
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thoughts of a wiſe man. There is no ſueli thing 
as a mean and diſhonourable condition. Men in- 
deed e their reſpective ſtations, when they do 
not diſcharge the duties of their ſtate. All the per- 
fection God requires of them is a faithful compli- 
ance with the obligations each have in their rank. 
Whoever does this deſerves reſpect, and is arrived 
at the pitch of glory, for which he was deſtined, 
Virtue is to be honoured in every rank, even that 
of a ſervant. If they chance to fail in their duty, 
for they are but men, we muſt take them up with 
mildneis and charity, and bear with deſects we 
cannot correct, provided they are but faults of 
weakneſs, inadvertency, and which do not proceed 
from the malice of a corrupted heart. That mu- 
tual forbearance is only what we owe in juſtice to 
one another; and it is neceſſary that thoſe whom 
we ſerve ſhould bear with us, as we bear with our 
ſerrants. 1 EL kad orb en ohio 
Lady Witty. Mrs. 4fable, we are no one's ſer 
vants. * | £7 a Key IE 
Mrs.-4fable. You are in the right, Madam; the 
rich are not ſervants, ſuch as wear liveries; but 
vou and all mankind ſerve each other, though in a 
different manner; and this maintains that true ore 
der, v hich is ſo neeeſſary in the world. The work - 
man ſerves the merchant. that employs kim; the 
merchant thoſe who take off his merchandize. The 
gentleman ſerves a great man to 7 „ protec - 
tion; a great man ſerves the king and his miniſters, 
in hopes of preferment, places, employs, and of 
being conſidered; -T his mutual ſervice and mutual 
- dependance makes men happy or miſerable. If 
they were virtuous, it muſt mike them bappys it 
would make them polite, meek, reſpectful, com- 
plaiſant and affectionate to one other; it would unite 
men by the reciprocal want tliey i ſtand in want of 
2, Anl. 19 e each 
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each other, and baniſh all coarſe behaviour, im- 
pertinence, pride, harſhneſs, and in a word, all the 
inconveniences that are cauſed by independance. 
We are willing to be under ſome conſtraint on ac- 
count of thoſe we want. We endeavour to gain 
their eſteem by a virtuous deportment, their gra- 
tirude by fairhful ſervices, their friendihip by our 


attachment to them and their intereſt ; we ſacrifice - 


our whims and fancies with hopes of being indem · 
nified by their giving up theirs in the ſame manner, 
Thus a mutual dependance gives birth to all ſocial 
virtues. But it happens that this ſame dependance 
inſtead of contributing to our happineſs becomes 
our puniſhmenr; hen we cruſh with inſolent au- 
thority thoſe that want us, and make them pay for 
the conſtraint we have been under with regard to 
rſons, by whom we hoped to be benefited. But, 
adies, we have ſpent a good deal of time; and no 
leſlon has yet been repeated. Lady Szr/5/e, pleaſe 
to give us ſome account of the province of Br itany. 
Lady Seafbhi. We have already obſerved, that tlie 
inhabitants of Great Britain to avoid being flaves 
to the Saxons croſſed the fea and took refuge in the 
Gauls, and in a province- called Armorica. They 
were commanded by a prince, whole name was 
Conan, and wlio in all appearance eame to terms 
with the Roman at that time ſtill in poſſeſſion ot 
the Gawls, The new inhabitants of Arnort ca ga ve 
it their-own name; and when the Fran conquered 
the Gauli, Clovis choſe to treat with them rather than 
attempt ſubduing chem by force of arms. Their 
rinces had the title of Dales; and promiſed to pay 
omage to the kings of France. In proceſs of time 
ſome” of their due, took the tile: of kings ; but 
France obliged them to reſume that of duet. A 
great war broke out in the thirteenth century, and 
was occaſioned by two competitors for the duchy. 
5 C3 France 
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F ance fapported one and England the other. This He 
was not the only war which B#itany engaged the Po 
French in; it was beſides a retreat to all the male- on 
content nobles in France. At laſt Briteny came by Ne 
right of inheritance to the princeſs dune, who mar- WM ** 
ried king Charles VIII, and after his demiſe. Lewis 

XII, by whom the had a daughter called Jane, and WM 7% 


who was married afterwards to Frencir IJ. About 
that time Britany, as I take it, was re- united to 
| - France never to be diſmembered again. 
|  Britany is divided into the ber and heb The 
capital of the upper is Rennes on the river. /a Vilgius, 
| This city has a parkament and is inhabited by 
| many of rhe nobles. Vannes is the capital of the 
| lower: And here you find St. Maos a very rich 
trading town. Nantes a famed place for its univer- 
ſity and commerce; che port of Bre, where the 
royal nav; and the grand arſenal of the marine lies, 
and Port Orient where the Ba- ladia company 
ha ve their ware 9 710 A8. AE ; 
| This province has bred very great men or 
1 ſea and ev ſervice, and among others the te- 
| nowned Bertrand du Gueſclin, who, from a private 
gentleman by birth, roſe to the degree of Ca 
| ro the kings of France and Caftille, He was loved 
| and eſteemed by all that knew him, even by the 
Engliſb, though he was their c.. 
The Britons are brave, open and faithful, buy 
pug and rough, and rather too much addicted to 
Mrs. Apable. Nothing can be better repeated, 
my dear; but your exact account of  Britany re- 
minds me; that we were not quite ſq with reſpect to 
Nor mandy, which is alſo divided into the +iph4er and 
hwer. The capital of the laſt is Cars, and an uni- 
"verſity like Oxford or Cambridge, We, allo. forgot 
the parliament at Ruurn and the two ports Niete and 
Yo kl! 'S — 
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Havre de Grace in the higher Normandy, The Jaft 
port lĩes at che mouth of the river Seine. The fea 
or rather the great ocean, which leaves the coaſt of 
Norman ꝙ is called the Brit iſb Channel, or the narrow 
Lady Lasiſa. I am really ſurpriſed at lady Sen- 
fible's prodigious memory. * 
Lady lug. And I am quite aſhamed and now be- 
gin to loſe courage, I have had maſters of geogra- 
phy many years, and tis all I can do, to find a 
towa in the map. $ b 


Mrs. 4fable. There is a method to be obſerved 
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in placing theſe things properly in one's head; on 


the ather hand there needs not ſo much memory 
as youltem to imagine; all that is neceflary is a 
regular proceſs. Now, lady Charlorte pkale to re- 
pear to us a part of the feriptuere hiſtory, and we 
will clofe the day ; it really begins to be late, 


Lady Cbarlotte. When Abab reigned in Mae, God 


ſent a great prophet; his name was Zkjob. He 
went to the king and ſpoke in thele words. - 4s the 
Lord G of 1/tael liel, there ſhall not be dab ner 
raie theſe years, but atemding ty my word. After this 
Enjab by God's Waben wetived to a brook, 
where he was ſupplied with water, and rayens 
brought him bread and fleſh twice a day. After a 
while the brook dried up and God ſaid to Ekjeb ; 
Get thee to. Zarepbatb. . I have cemmanded a wwo- 
aan to fufiain' thee, whilſt the famine laſts. As 
Elijab came into the town he ſaw a poor woman 
gathering of ſticks. He called ia her and ſaid, Fetch 
ae, {pray thee, a little water. ,'. . that 4 may drink. 
And as fhe was going to fetch it, be calkd t ber and 
Jaid, bring me a morſel of bread. .'. . Aud be ſaid. as 
the Lord thy God liveth,'' 1 haue wot a cake, but 4 
Landau of i meal in a" barrel, and. a little eil in'a 
eruſe : Aud bebald I am ga/fering two flicks, that 4 


— 


4 may 
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may go and dreſs it for me and my ſon, that we' may 
eat it and die. And Elijah ſaid, ;'. . make: me thereof 
à little cake fl. . and after make for thee and thy 
, fin. For thus faith the lord. . The barrel ball 
nit aua, nor the cruſe of oil fail; until the day that 
the Lord ſeudeib rain upon tbe earth. She firmly 
believed the divine promiſe, and was not deceived; 
tor the little ſtores ſhe had never walted during that 
time. way 4 67% It: £32. 020 
But it happened that her ſon fell ſick and died, 
Upon this ſhe went to the prophet: and ſaid, O tha 
man of God ! Art thou come to ſlay my ſon. | Elijah 
took the child, ad carried him up into a loft. «> «. 
and laid him upon tis. own bed, and firetched himjelf 
three times uin the child, and cried unto the Lord, Lord 
comfort this deſolate widow, and let this thila's 
Jul come into bim again. Gcd heard his prayer, 
the child was raiſed to life, and the prophet de- 


* 


livered him to his mother. en 
Eliab ſtaid three years with the widow, during 
which there was no rain, and then received orders 
from the Lord to go to Ahab. This wicked prince 
had a governor. of his houſe named Obadiab, who 
feared the Lord and whilſt Jeſebal was deſtroying the 
prophets he took.a hundred and hid them by fifty in 
a cape and. fed: them with bread and water. As 

ood Obadiab went qut to find graſs for the cattle, 
he met with. Elijab Who. ſaid to him, Ga, tell thy 
Lord, Behold Elijah is bene Gadiab fell on his face 
and ſaid, Why deft ' thou feek to ruin ne, If I tell the 
k ng, who is every where in queſt of thee, he will 
ſend. perſons. to ſeize thee. d the ſpirit of the 
Lord will carry thee off ; thou wilt not be found, 
and the king, who, will conclude, that I have im- 
poſed upon him, will deſtroy me. Elijab encouraged 

im, and ſaid he would | /arely for himſelf 2 
b thas day. r t ads eee 
bf | ' Lady 
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2. „ appears that miracles were not, 
difficult for God to work; he certainly was not 
ſparing of wonders to fave the Mraelites. . 
Mrs 4fabl-. No, my dear, miracles coſt him no- 
thing; his will is not reſiſted by nature; he ſpeaks 
and it immediately obeys. He bids hea ven be locked 
and it rains no more. Men only reſiſt God; and, if 
they could, they would withdraw out of the reach 
of his power and ceaſe to be dependant of his will. 
Lady Senfible. Is it poflible men ſhould be ſo 
wicked as to with themſelves not ſubject to his 
0 * 

Mrs. A fable. Alas! my dear, we are guilty. of 
this offence, whenever we murmur at providence 
on account of croſsaccidents. Ask that once pretty 
young lady, now disfigured by the ſmall pox, whe- 
ther the has not murmured againſt that providence 
which has ſtript her of her beauty; whether ſhe 
would not willingly have declined ſubmitting to 
that particular order of providence, had it been in 
her power. If ſhe is ſincere, the will own it. Pur 
the ſame queſtion to the coverous man that has 
loſt his fortune; to the ambitious "aſpiring man, 
who is in diſgrace with his benefattor; to that 
fond mother, whom death has deprived” of a ſon 
the adored, They are rebels to God, and would, it 
it was poſſible, depend no longer of his power; 
this is what they wiſh in their hearts: Whereas 
a reſigned chriſtian, even a rational perſon, would 
avoid chuſing for himſelf, were it left to bis Pr, 
tion en - 437 241 10 i" ] Ng 
Lady Charite. And N 4 not ane chufe, if 
God was pleaſed to allow that ſiberty7/˖ 
Mrs. Affable. For fear of making an ill chaice. 
Suppoſe, ladies, that God ſhould ſay to me, you are 

poor and fickly,- you may, if you d fire it, enjoy both heallß 
and riches ; you may have them for wiſhing, "oh 
, 158 SL © Mis. 
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monds, but told us there were ſome true and ſome 
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Miſs Sephia.. To. be furs. you would wiſh. for 
health and 2 would not 7 M= H 


they are better than pov 
Mrs: Affable. 1 orig hs nt yn not be 10 weak. 
Mean thould —.— Lord you dnn, that 1 an 


a poor and blind creature, and that I don't underfland 
awhat tis moft to my advantage. Perhaps health and 


| 2 mig bt diſp;ſe me to he more avicked than I am, 


Pleaſe to chuſe for me, becauſe zan are Sovereignty 
wiſe, and know beſt aubat will _ meft tothe fjaw- 
ing of my foul. Call to mind, ladies, what hap» 
pened about the diamonds of lad . But here 
comes parts Sincere. Diſpenſe wi all ceremony, 
ladies; , fit down, my dear; let us not inter- 
rupt the tef on. When that is over you ſhall be in- 
troduced to theſe ladies. 

Lady La. What Was the tory of that lady's 
e abs Pray, Jl tell che ladies 

IS, Aga 2 any Mary, 
W but not, how che little trick I pur up- 
on them turned out. 

Lady Mary, Mrs. A Fable, fetched che lady's dia- 


falſe ſtones; and then gave us leave to pick out 
each of us one. Mrs. 4fable, may I ask-theſe la- 
dies, what they would have done. 

Miſs Saba. I would have carefully. examined 
them all ro diſtinguiſh the true from the falls ; 
and then would have choſen the very beſt. 

Miſs Rural. I am told, that ſome falſe ſtones ap- 
pear much brighter than true ones. As we don't 
underſtand them, would it not have been more 


| 8 ladies, to deſire Mrs. Afable to chuſe for 


us: 
Mrs. A//alle. The very thing that lady Stu 
ad ſhe begged I would 2225 r. 


1. 8 


1 


Dr reer p 


DIALGGVUE I. 35 


La a I was fairly a a 

ture — I was, and choſe quite w A . 

ral has a thouſand times more a thin 1, though 
ſhe don't ſet herſelf off ſo much. 

Mrs...Affable; Yes, indeed! my Iitele philoſo 7 
— ſpoke very judiciouſly. Pray, my dear, hav 

lways atted up to this way thinking? I muſt 
— your heart. Are your a great fortune, 
dear child? we _=— 

Miſs Rural. I think fo, Mis. Affable, I mall 
have five thouſand pounds; and it may happen I 
mall be better by ſix thouſand more 

Miſs Sanbia. In that caſe you would not be very 

nor could you be thought very rich. — 

. Miſs, chat five m_ that fora is but two © 
— by the 4 852 Wars at fox a woman of 
uality ? 
- Mis Rural. She may gad lodgings food, and 
raiment. What need of more? 

Lady Sincere. She muſt have A coach, money to 
pay ſervants wages, to beſtow in charities, aol 

ratify fancy and whims. - 

"Mill Rur What need of a coach, when I am 
ible. ro walk ? Can't T do with one maid? And, 
if I have not money to give away in charities, may 
not I be in ſome condition or other to do for the 
poor? And as to whims and fancies, if I have none, 
there is none to gratify; if I have, I muſt make is 


m buſineſs to get rid of fuch ueſts. 


y Sincere. How is it poſſible to Boa: without 
fa whim or fancy? I think without ſome whim 
or other I ſhould bo tired of my life. I muſt con · 
feſs, that till ehis preſent 3 I have. not been in 
a way to gratify or humour 1 ＋ but now to 
recover loſt time, I amuſe my ſ 
* N net . T EY Ns 


Ss 6 "Mrs. A. 


with ten thou be 
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Mrs. Afable. What pity it is that time will not 
allow us to let this agreeable converſation be carried 
on longer? Lady Sincere and mils Rural are extreme 


dppoſites, abſolute antipedes. to each other. Their 


arguments would be very amuſing ; and we will 
put them off to another time. W in 
Mis Bella. Befoze we break up, I beg you would 
explain ſome words that I don't underſtand. What 
is meant by anzatomizing the heart, and thoſe Ladies 
being abſolute” antipotes to eacli other 2. ? 
Mrs. Afabie. Tb anatumize ſignifies to examine 
with care all the parts of a ſubje&. Surgeons for 
example, take a dead body, they examine every 
thing minutely even the moſt inward and hidden 
arts by cutting, | which is called diſſection, and 
y other means which their art reaches. | + This 
15 called anatomizing the body, I pretend in ſome 
proportion to their method the anatomizing' my 
icholars hearts in order to diſcover ſecret diſor- 
ders that lurk out of ſight and to apply proper 
remedies. The term antitode, ſigniſies, and is as 
much as you need to know for the preſent, go 
things extremely diſtant _—— inn 
Lady Mary. Mrs. Affable, why did you call 
miſs Rural, your little philoſopher ? I always 
thought the men only had been philoſophers. 
Mrs. fable. Becauſe you did not underſtand 


that word, my dear. There are two ſorts of 


philoſophy, which are not to be miſtaken one for 
the other. Formerly thoſe were called philoſo- 
phers; who obſerved the courſe of the ſtars, and 


made inquiries into the ſecrets: of nature. This 
ſtudy ſeems to be fitter for men than ladies. 
An acquaintance of ours faid, that philoſophy had 
ſtaid too long in heaven; and that it was gn 

time to bring it down. This was Soctates, wha 
had fo ſad a wife. He therefore taught a new phi- 
| no BY 39 | loſophy, 
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loſophy, which was the: knowledge of the means tor 
be happy» He proved ſolidly, that thoſe: means were 
the overcoming of our pa ions and being rational. 
This ſcience taught — Socrates 15 called moral phil - 
fopky 3 and this, you ſee; becomes ladies as well ag 
men. To think and make ſeveral” refleftions is a 
previous and neceſſary diſpoſition to learn philoſo- 
ny. Tis only for want of reflection that we pre- 

fer. health and riches to ſickneſs and want. I had 

ery good reaſons to call miſs Rural, my little phi- 
Joſopher; for obſerv ing the danger there Was of 
making a wrong choice, where one does not under 
ſtand the things which are offered to our choĩce. 

Lady Violent. We don't at all agree in opinion. 
You ſay the old og 14h is not proper for ladies. 
I am very fond of it. I have read a little book of 
one Mr. Fantenelle, who has greatly raiſed ay cu- 
rioſity and deſire of ſtudying aſtronom y; 

Mrs: Afable.' Well my dear, we will ſtudy ie 
together-and make almanacks. Wa. will be nice 
and curious. ** 

Lady Viale. Now am 1 perſuaded you nude 
a jeſt of me. 6 

Mrs. 4ffabie... No, indeed, my dear ! 1 reſpelt 
the deſire of knowledge whatever ir be. Nay 1 
am perſuaded that you have wit enough. to. ſue- 
ceed in that ſtud Gs but-——— 

Lady Violent. One may eaſily perceive,” you: are 


a French woman, by your flattering. 


Mrs. 4f«6;e. I don't deſign youany compliment, 
madam z/ can you imagine 1 intend to praiſe you by 
ſaying you have a great deal of wit? That is nor 
at all my way: of thinking. I value wit ſo very: 
liccle, that if 1 had all the wit in the world laid in 
a heap at my feet, I would not ſtoop to take it up; 
whereas I would go thouſands of miles to pick 
up a little good ſenſe. I never meant to praiſe 

you 
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for your ity. But now I will commend 
ere 


you in a manner, 


ſtudy th 
ceftors. - 


4 Lad * 
thing I did other day. Hearing that a lady of m 
acquaintance was gone to a lecture of philoſophy, 
made the ſaddeſt jeſt af her and ridi her moſt 
unmercifully. I deſerved that much more myſelt 
for judging about matters that I only knew by 
name. I am quite aſhamed of this, and I am now 
ſo far from looking on the love of philoſophy 
2 a wrong * the 2 that — — 
mmence philoſopher, if Mrs. Afable will 
be fo kind as to give me a oy hand. 
Mrs. Afab/e. You have paſſed ſentence againſt 
your {elf like a lady of great good ſenſe; and I 
all tell you my thoughts upon the matter; but 
as this may be tedious to our younger ladies; and 
is they have been a long time here, it is proper 
to put it off to our next meeti Pray let me 
ſee you in the morning; the children will not be 
kere; and it will be better. 
Lady Mary. So, you forbid me coming, Mrs. 
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Mrs. AfFable. I do not forbid you, my dear; but 
would adviſe yo to 2 at home ; I am ſure you 
will be ill tired. Theſe _— are W 


bride ople of 
Lad / Mes, 4 ble i= forgers,. that 1 
am — 2 years old: and am as ann 
to learn as any of the ladies. 
4 Fable. Well! children, you have my — 
ſent to do as — leaſe, but on condition that when 


ou ſhall be at libe to _ q 
Thar will be ome diveron at Juſt. | 9 1 


. 
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* 1. Is. — | 5 tr 

row nos ladies! you are all here, not 
even Say) Ha Fielent. Tell me, my 

ear; did 4 ma lay 

to come? 
Lady ahaha No, Mrs. det ;  curoker bropghs | 
me to hear t you wou oſophy, i 

hopes, that there might be ſome few words = 


Mrs. ell, You are N away by 25 
an inclination for the ſtars. I cannot promiſe to 
Perk, about them; and a very good reaſon why. - 

ly know nothing of the matter; but you res, 
member our r we are to join in. the 
practi ot 

Lady Fielent. This 3 Ms. Ul and 
a mere ſuppoſition. That condition, 7 


N was $ propoſed, but not accepted by me. 


* 


commands e 
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Mrs. Affable. Did I ſtand in need of your con- 
ſent to the agreement I propoſed? Don't I know; 
that a Young Lady of your | good ſenſe: cannot 
refuſe ſuch terms? Go, my dear; I look upon this 
as a point agreed to. Remember, children, that 
I inſiſt upon your going to play, as ſoon as the 
leſſon grows the leaſt uneaſy to you. We ſhalt 
have done in very good time; and lady Senſible, 
ſhall read you a little fable ſhe wrote in her tra- 
vels. Lady Louiſa, I promiſed my opinion with re- 
gard to your deſire of ſtudying philoſophy; and 
this is my judgment upon the matter. The ſtudy 
of mo kern is beyond all queſtion ne- 
ceſlary ; that part of philoſophy is the art of living 
happily by leading a .virtuous life; your interel 
therefore requires your application to this ſtudy. 
The lady you mentioned was not in all probabiliry 
going to a lecture of moral philoſophy; but how- 
ever the did not deſerve to be rallied on that 
account. There are points of knowledge, tho 
ſeemingly very diſtant, that diſpoſe and prepare 
for the dottrine I am to teach; as for example 
geometry which is the ſcience of numbers and 
eee A d 
Lady Lucy. T muſt own I cannot ſee the connexi- 
on between the ſcience of numbers and a virtuous 
_ life. 1 1 
Mrs. A/fable, With a very little reflection you 
will ſoon diſcover how they are connected. I beg 

an anſwer to all the queſtions I ſhall propoſe. Do 

all men deſire to be happy? 1 18 
Lady Lucy.. To be ſure, Madam, and, in my opi- 
nion, this deſire fers all other paſſions at work. 

Mrs. A4ffable. You ſay very well. Covetouſneſs 
is a deſire of being, happy by means of riches; am- 
bition ſeeks to be happy by dignities and poſts; vo- 
luptuouſneſs places happinefs in- the „ ary 
B34 ; A 
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ſenſual pleaſures. Now I put this other queſtion, 
are all men happy, -who have Ns hve ag thick 11 
happineſs? © - 

Lady Luc. Certainly not. 

Mrs. A/fable. Then riches, bbours; aw pla- 
fures cannot conſtitute the happineſs of man. 

Lady Lacy. Perhaps they mi a, were . poſs 
ſeſſed in the degree they are deſired 

Mrs. Affable. But 0 you chink it poſſible for a 
man to arrive at a pitch that be can with for 494 
thing more?! 

Lady Laq. If I may judge of others by myſelt, 
I don't think it. Many things have I wilbed for 
fince I was born; I chought I thould be happy, and 
deſire nothing more. But alas! Madam, no ſoon- 


er was I = eſſed of what I deſired, but it grew 


very indifferent to me; and my thoughts ſtrayed to 
other objects, 7 _ I ſhall N as 
ſoon as poſſeſſed. d = 1 = 

Lady Mary. I was d, Mrs. AF long. 
ed to be ſeven years old, and then thought I thould 
be perfectly eaſy. Now I want to be as tall as 
lady Seafible; and then perhaps I ſhall with to be as 
big as lady Lucy. Shall we never have done with 
thee wiſhes? ”Tis a great folly methinks inſtead of 
being contented with What r have, to be —_ 
for what I have not. 

Mrs. 4ffable. That is really pliloſs lah! Tell 
me, Lady La, were men to make the ſame! 
flection wick Lady Mary, do not you think that even 
ſelf· love would dezermine them to moderate their 
deſires and enjoy the preſent ſuch as it is? 

Lady Lacy, Ithinkto, Mrs. able, but all, and 1 
chiefly, ſeldom refle&; and when we do, our reflecs 
tions reſt upon wrong principles. Many falſe ideas 
encumber the mind, and the reflection is made lus 
ws to a 9 that gave it birt- We 
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Mrs. Affable. You, have pointed out the true 
caule of all che misfortunes and errors of mankind, 
They are actuated by the lights they have and thoſt 
often prove falſe. The covetous man, for inſtance, 
views riches under a deceitful light; he judges them 
a proper means to 3 his inclination 3 upon 
this bottom he ſacrifices all to heap up treaſures. 
I not only mean thoſe who deſire wealth to lock it 
up, but cven thoſe, who make not only an innocent, 
but proper uſe. of their ſubſtance, To inſtance, 4 
perſon is perſuaded that no figure is made, nor any 
ref ined in the world but in praportion to 
the w he poſſeſſes; as he has a great affectios 
for his off- ſpriug he endeavours to treaſure up large 
ſums, and goes ſo far as to think that he diſcharges 
a duty of conſcience, tho* the means to arrive at 
the end he propaſes may, to ſay no worſe, be very 
queſtionable. Now let him place on one ſide the 
reſpect paid to wealth and on the other that regard 
which is: ſhewn to, and is the recompenſs of virtue 
and bright talents, it is certain he would find no 
compariſon bet wren the two and would chuſe the 
latter; that is, reflection grounded upon ſalid prin- 
ciples would lead him to the knowledge of their 
true value; and the underſtanding, which had been 


mifled by a wrong idea, would be rettiſied and re- 


cover the miſtake. Do you underſtand me, ladies ?: 
Lady Seofible. Perfectly well, Mrs. Abe; that 
perſon would weigh both in his ſerious thoughts 
8 that, which appeared to carry the moſt 
- Mrs. Afable. Juſt ſo, my dear. Now, lady Laer, 
go rag en. what ſervice 82828 is in 
philoſophy . A geometer is always with a plummet 
and rule; he meaſures, he calculates, he draws 
tines, he gets a habit of doing all things by rule, 
he looks upon nothing as clear that bg has _—_ 
© is © Is Culate 3 
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culated; and in ſome renn. the 
ſame exaftneſs in all ſciences 

Lady Louiſa: Oh, Mrs. Aab all my hi | 
are over. Of all things I hate numbers. © Mut a 
learn geometry to — a philoſopher? 

Mrs. 4/feble. Take e, Madam; I cannot 
teach you that geometry, which do not know; 
but I will uſe my beſt r to give you a 
5 

my gift, but I will diſpoſe and engage you to 
make uje of chat natural geometry, which God 
has placed in the minds of all men. There are 
—4— ſciences, which. help to moral philoſophy, and 
ee Oe OO NINE 
erV88e -;: 

Lady Mary. What is the meaning of notions? - 

Mes. A/fable. | Notions are general ideas and, ſuch 

as they are, adapted to the ladies. But, children, 
or Grp can teach is very little, as I am pretty 
much a ftranger to thoſe ſciences. I will ſeek the 
truth in your hearts and m own; there it is oply 
found and there it certaialy is, as I fþall make x 
appear to you ſome day or other. 

Lady Lacy. The A will be amuſing 5 and 
that is all; for I rely ſo much upon you, char | 
ſhall always take your word. 
- Mrs: Ain You muſt begin, Madam, with 
correQing, this diſpoſition ; it is che treateſ obſto⸗ 
— ſtudy of philoſop phy- 13 

Lady Lais But why thould not we beleve 
you, Mrs. Affable ? — you would not de- 
ceĩ ve us 
Mrs. Abl. As I am dif ed ac preſent I.un- 
3 would not; but w , whether a 

olent paſſion may not alter cot way of thinking 
— e me deceitful ? beſides may I not be de- 


—_—_ myſelf, tho! Im baye the W 
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that can be? I am very ignorant and were I the 
moſt knowing among created beings ſtill I ſhould 
not be infallible.” God only is ſo. 
+ Miſs Raral. This pleaſes me ! now I have carried 
my point. 3 A - 24 opruath 
| Mrs. Afable. What do you mean, my dear? 


"Miſs Rural. You ſhall hear; Mrs. fable. I have 7 
read ſome part of Mr. Locke and Mr. Clarke's gat 
writings ; ſome things I took to be true, but others ate 


I found contrary to my ideas. Mama ſaid I was 0 
ver! proud to prefer my way of thinking to that of 55 
ſuch great men. Now in my opinion I have Wy 
fame right to think as they; and if God intended cu 


I ſhould make uſe of thoſe gentlemen's reaſon; he a 
would neyer have given me my own private _ 
reaſon. Farne Fun * 


Mrs. A fable. That was juſt what I would have 15 
aid to theſe ladies. You muſt not believe becauſe f 
you ha ve heard or read, but becauſe it is agreeable ſt 
to reaſon to believe or to be perſuaded that things * 
are ſo or otherwiſe. I pretend; ladies, that you fha!l q 
diſcuſs and examine every thing I ſay and contradict a 
me, when you think you have reaſon to do it. You 
Mall propole your reaſons; I ſhall be at liberty to, 
give mine; and let thoſe be judged beſt that beat 


the moſt weight. * $2123 LES EU Ok * 
Lady Tempe. I have often in a difpute been 
afraid of ſeeing the truth in as much as I muſt 
have owned, that I was in the wrong; and that 
is death to me. e ee een 

Mrs. Afable. That diſpoſition is one of the greats 
eſt enemies to true philoſophy. Our inquities after 
truth muſt be ſincere ; thoſe muſt be eſteemed: our 
beſt friends, who diſcover the truth to us, tho” at the 
expence of our pride. Were you and I my dear to 
travel in a — 1 unknown to you, and that you 
Hood on the brink of a precipice in 3 
2 0 | 8 


1 
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ing right. Come, my dear, give us pen 


pier o 2 


N rs. Able. As you ſhew det that you * 
b the leſſon, and repeat it ſo well, I muſt 
yield, and own candidly that I am miſtaken,” 1 
will now repeat in ſhort what has been ſaid; or 
rather try, whether lady S eſble has taken m + mean- 

12 
0 Y = 1 
enfible, Moral philoſophy i is the art of 
being ing Lap Iy by leading a virtuous life. Our faults 
come from: falſe ideas we conceive of the good 
or bad things of this life; and, as our actions are 
influenced 6 our judgments, a woung * 
is an obſtacle to a virtuous life. 

Geometry accuſtoms the mind to u regular pros 
ceſs, to an exact calculation; and * geomecrieal 
truths: are always evident as thete Is no 5 8 
thin Wich- 
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= 8 Clear — And hence we —— oa care 
to form a geometrica r pon 
certain i and und 

As God has given each one = hs "vaſe; we muſt 
make uſe of our own withour depending impkeit- 
ly upon that of others. Aind-thus a —.— 
tal diſpoſition for philoſophy is not to — any 
thing, but what our un after a rational 


7 judges to EY believed. 

But as our —.— may be darkened pride 
and other paſſions, the love of rently 2 
come pride and choſe paſſions. 

Mrs. A able. Extremely well , my Prue 
Now, ladies, i is any thing that has been ſaid con- 
trary to the t of narure? 

Lady Lucy. aſſure ou, Mrs. fable; that I 
have always-been in way of thinking. 

Lady'Zoniſa, bt looks to me, as if I had always 
known this ; ir is ſo agreeable to what Ehave al- 
ys: thought, rho' my knowledge was but con- 

uſe 

Mrs. A able. This is one of the ſirſt proofs, that 

we have hit upon the truth. It ſtrikes tl the mind 

immediately and-chimes wich our own ſentiments, 

provided we are without 2 | 
 Charlbtte. Tray; Hai, what is a 

prejudice 7 FRE: 

Mrs. A Fable. A judgment we form without a 
yoo! reaſon. 

Lady Lucy. Then I have gone upon nothing but 
prejudice; for I really never troubled my head 
about a reaſon for any thing. 

Mrs. 4f able. You are not the only one; my dear; 
we are ſo flothful, ſo giddy, that we chuſe to truſt 
others, rather than have the trouble of uſing our 
pwn underſtanding. The prejudices contracted in 
our infancy ſtick cloſe to us, and are a great 
hindrance 
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hindrance to our diſcovering the truth. Before we 
take leave of. thisarticle ladies, I muſt1.commend 
one thing to you very particularly. One of the ſo- 
cial virtues is to humour others prejudices, when 
they are only ridiculous; among thele one of the 
molt eſtxbliſhed and current prejudices is, that wo- 
men muſt be ignorant. As to yourſelves be fure 
never to fall in with the common in this ref; 
that is, take care to avaid ignorance, but don't ar- 
gue the point with thoſe, who have adopted this 
wretched. mazim. Hence we muſt .goncea 

theſe little ſtudies that are the ſubje& of our meet» 
ings and behave with the ignorant, as if we were 
ſo. There is a ſpice of cruelty in pretending to 
carry it high with perſons unacquainted with tri- 
fles that we underſtand. Never affect to make a 
ſhew of wit and knowledge; tis fo much out 
of rule, that r is a treaſure in com—- 
pariſon with. that fulſom parade. | 14 

I promiſed you a fable of lady Senfib/e's compo» 
fition ; bur firſt you ſhould know what gave acca» 
ſion to this performance. We were lodged at Paris, 
in a houſe ready furniſhed and ſadly plagued with 
mice. A German lady came into the houſe upon 
our going to Verſailles. She chaſed the mice with 
ſo much ſucceſs that when we came batk, there 
was not one left. This gave lady S the hint 
for making the little fable ſhe is going co repeat 
to the ladies. | 4 
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The account, which parents give of their paft fillies, 
is but thrown away on their off- ſpring. | 


An aged mouſe, very far advanced in years and 
arrived at the laſt period of life, got her numerous 
family together and addreſſed them in the follow- 
Ne 
My dear children, if any thing could make me 
regret leaving this world, the idea of dangers to 
which I foreſee you will be expoſed after my de- 
parture would certainly have that effect. But in 
theſe laſt moments I am willing to entertain the 
flattering hope, that you will receive, and practiſe 
the good and falutary advice I am about to give 

on. If you will follow thoſe rules, you may, as 

bave done, reach an extreme old age. To en- 
ccurage your obedience to the dying words of a 
arent, I will give you an account of my paſt 
life.“ N = 5 1 
I vas born in this houſe, where you now Rive, 
but have been witneſs to many changes and revolu · 
tions in this place. About the time of my birth, 
the houſe was tenanted by a young Engliſh lady; 
the was very rich, Oh, dear children! this houſe 
was then the ſeat of plenty, and might with juſ- 
tice be called the Peru of poor mice. She kept an 
open table and forty ſervants. Vou may eaſily 
gueſs, that with ſo many ſervants ſhe took ve 

I ttle thought, or care, to look after her houſe. . 
houſe-keeper, a ſteward, and à fat cook were to 
bring in, and to manage their proviſions; and the 
Lord knows how they did it. Theſe three raiſed 
_ great contributions cn the tradeſmen they employ 
ed; it was their intereſt to increaſe the expence. A 
Bs great 
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great deal was eat, more* was walked ; this was 
a means, whereby we not only enjoyed plenty, but 
lived in ſafety. We ſcorned the leavings of a ſex 
cond table, ines e could feed on the niceſt bits 4 
for nothing was laid up. Two overgrown cats 
whole proper office; one would have thbughr, was 
to guard the kitchen, left us at full Uberty, and 
pent the time; that paſſed between their delicious 
meals, in the fofteſt ſlumbers. I could tell a thous 
ſand eurious anecdotes, to which I was a witneſs 
from the time of my infuney The heuſe-kerper's 
apartment was the place of my birth; here in this 
ſubterraneous palace, ſhe received the homages of 
her inferiours 4 and for the moſt part with a proud 
haughty air, that diſcouraged them much. Some- 
times, indeed; ſhe vouehſafed to be more civil and 
humane, and would return a gracious totk for thoſe 
adorations, which” however; generally ſpeaking did 
not go enrewarded ; and ſetting her great imper- 


dees dle, tas was really dns oF Ke bed en 
pered women. She would have rhe looks of the 


iervants-ſpexk the wealth of their miſtreſs; and 


with great humanity, the conſidered them in 


what" they wanted. The maids id che kitehen 


were allowed but very ſorry water-gruel, and nd | 


c2, but Mrs. houſe-keeper made her's ſo ſtrong 


and put ſo much more freſh'tea' fo often, that th 


poor girls had a very tolerable decoctlon to cheir 
bare. The place; where the ſugar was kept, 


was not altogether inacceſſible; and wien 


ſhe found it had been fingered, he would f. 
with a ſmile, Ve muft lie, and let /ive.' She car 


ried her condeſtenſicn ſo far; that all had icteam 
to their. ea; but this was to be kept out of the 
bill, for fear her ladyſhip one day or other ſhould - 
take a fancy to lock it over j the” method Was to 
charge eight quarts of 33 four; 


thus 
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thus things were made e ven and no harm done. Te 
would be endleſs to particularize all the waſte 
made either to gratify herſelf, or out of com- 
plailance to others; but I will nat enlarge more, 
than I have done, to give an example of modera- 
Yon not £0 be paralleFd by any ald woman that 
bas opt into the gecital of old done deeds. The 
e — whilſt this good 
woman preſided over our domeſtic affairs; hut, 
by the greatelt misforrune that ever happened, this 
happy ſtate diſappeared an & ſudden like a. golden 
dream, whereof noxhing remains but a melancholy 
remembrance. The Lady, who had not propor- 
tioned her gxpences to her income, was ruined, 
and reduced to go and live in the country; is 
mort we had aew rs in our houſe. I had but 
little experience as J was ſo 'y and the 
change did not caſt me a tear; I looked vpop 
the alteration as a thing of no concern, but came 
too ſaon acquainted. with my mis fortune. Our 
new miſteeſs had as grand a vetinue as the firſt; 
but then, the houſe was in as great! order and as 
regular, as if ſhe had but a couple of ſeryants, and 
uite contrary; to the polite chſtoms and: utes in 
madern rr ſhe looked after her on 
«fairs and only truſted herſelf wich rhe inſpec- 
_$i109 into all che particulars of ;houſe-keeping. 
Sugar, conſerves, ſwper meats and all artic les of 
that nature were loched * a proper place; 
and.magem kept the key. She could tell ro the 
reatelt gicery What provifiees would: ſerve the 
ty and it was not pgſſihle $6 2 upon her, 
even is itifles. She was far an ey fige and Wirhal 
a magnificent appearance without wWaſte. I was 
ſoan reduced co led on the erumbs chat foll from 
the ſerxante table; got a larry bit of slweis. 
not 4 ume t a candle was co be found aul 
* CY Was 
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be in r of ſtarving in her houſe ! I hoped 

this would not continue Jong ; but I ſoon gave 
Food e 


their thoughts on the matter. and one E 7 that 
. they had a ferious conyerſation upon the point, 
I very, cautiouſly flipt to 2 ho 35 that opened 
into my apartment to Jiſten to the two 1a 
and Kong >= they laid,” ? 4 
Von are: then. reſalved to quit the houſe, the 
: pn ot your . birth, ſaid the younger cat to 
his elder, and pray ſays the other with an ang 
- | Jook, What oollibikiey is there of Faying roger: 
Has not the faſt, which I have been forced to 
keep, reduced. me to skin and, bones? But, replied 
the younger, have not we ſtill a good reſource 
left? Let Mr. Cock be as watchful as he pleaſes ; 
1 have both flight and courage enough to live by 
_ induſtry; beſides o  miltrels is old and crazy, her 
death cannot be off, and muſt cauſe ſome 
chongy in our circumſtances. Vain hopes! cried 
out the old cat; I muſt tell you, that pur ill ſtars - 
have praught a German lady to the houſe ; and 
_ farther, that our misfortune is paſt all . 
The German ladies have a notion, that it is their 
duty to look after cheir houſes ; they chuſe 
and watch their domeſtics ſo cloſe, that it is not 
an eaſy matter to deceive them. They teach 
them to be regular and methodical ; and the cook, 
who has been ioftrufted by this lady cheſe ten 
| 4 | -# «KS Fears 
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years is not to be jeſted with, if any thing is niif6» 
ing, the leaſt theft is as much as the life of the 
moſt valuable cat is worth. Beſides, it is idle to 
think that our miſtreſs's age can make any 
change in our circumſtances. Thoſe curſed Ger- 
mans are mad enough to bring up their daugh- 
ters in the ſame ſpirit of ceconomy, as they were 
bred themſelves. The young ladies, let them be 
never ſo rich, think it no dithonour to enter into 
a minute account of all that relates to houſe-keep- 
ing; oy arealways told, -thar, to ſatisfy the ex- 
pences ſuitable to their rank and at the ſame 
time not to prejudice any perſon, all ſuper- 
fluous outgoings mult be retrenched; that fer- 
vants 88 be kept in a way to want and to 
waſte nothing, with a thouſand other Gathic ma- 
xims, of which they never get the better.“ 
A footman came into the kitchin and broke off 
the converſation; the cats diſappeared the next 
day. I was but young and did not ſo much mind 
the ſerĩous and ſenſible diſcourſe of the elder, as I 
did the airy flights bf the younger cat; and as I 
could no longer bear my preſent ſituation and 
circumſtances, I determined to fer all my induſtry 
at work; to alleviate the wretched plight I was 
in, after a thouſand attempts I found a way into 
the room, where the lady lock't up her ſtores 
and made myſelf amends with moſt delicious fare 
for the long abſtinence I had kept; the pleafiire 
of fariag fo well was ſometimes interrupred 
wick {ſerious reflections, that my all was at fake; 
and I trembled for fear the theft thould come 
to be diſcovered; but however. I pluck't up a 
good heart. The former ſeemed to inſure fu- 
ture good ſucceſs. I had robbed” the old houfe- 
Keeper a hundred times, ha never took ahy 
. precaution to guard againſt my inroads. Haw 


ſentelels 
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ſenſeleſs. was I? I. was a ſtranger to the diffe- 
rence between the ſervant's and the miſtreſs's eye, 
but ſoon learned it at 18 coſt. Emboldened 
with this early ſucceſs, L returned the next day 
to the fatal place. The firit thing I obſerved was 
a kind of engine 28 up at one end and a 
bit of bacon freſh broiled. The ſmell was quite 
inviting ; I walked in (an entrance was left open) 
I ſeized the prey; but ob ! ill fared hour; whereof” 
many years have not yet obliterated the memory, 
I. had ſcarce touched the diſaſtrous morſel, when 
the door of chat infernal machine fell with a 
dreadful noiſe and confined me without any 
hopes of ever eſcaping. How often did I then 
curſe my glutrony ! What purpoſes did 1 not 
make for my future" conduct, if I could be fo 
happy as to eſcape this danger! The fall of the 
trap ſoon brought in my miſtreſs; and I heard 
her paſs the dreadful ſentence 1 the pri- 
ſoner; I was condemned to be drowned, and a 
chamber-maid was ordered to execute the ſen- 
tence. Vou tremble children; and nothing in all 
appearance, could poſſibly fave me. The awk- 
ardneſs the executioner pitehed upon to be the 
inſtrument of her miſtreſs's vengeance proved 
my ſafety. 1 upon the very point of 
being executed and having bought wit by dread- 
ful experience, I endea vouted to correct a vice 
that had like to have proved the ruin of me. T 
never came out without the greateſt precaution 
and all my excurſions were confined to the kitchen. 
This frugal way of life, to which I was now re- 
duced, appeared at firſt more terrible than the 
danger that brought me ſo near to my end; but 
cuſtom made my condition eaſier; nay, 1 found 


that abſtinence mended my conftirution; and at 


ht Ithanked my ftars that brought me under x” 
I W 3 happy 
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happy neceſſity of moderating my appetite” and 
che Jefre of Lracifying my Sant have ſur- 
vived three generations of mice, chat F was ac- 
quainted with in this houſe ; few have reached che 
term they might naturally have Di- 
ſeaſes moitly bred by inte nee ba ve carried 
off ſuch as eſcaped the vigilance of cats and 
fares laid by men. But I find my ſtrengths 
fails me; farewell, ſweer children, dread the un- 
happy cloſer, where death Jurks under pernicious 
1weers. I die contented, becauſe I die with: hopes 
you will follow my advice. Farewell“ 
Scarce had this wiſe mouſe breathed” her laſt, 
but her young and ſprightly family fell into mu- 
rual' congratula tions om their being rid at laſt of 
the reſtraine they ſuffered from the preſence of 
this old dotard; fo they ſtiled her very diſreſpetłc- 
fully; her advice was laughed at; her tempetanee 
was conſtrued covetouſneſs and her clreumſpecti - 
on want of courage. They made their way to. 
the faral cloſer; a rriple fence of ſtrong p to 
ſecute à pot of ſweet- meats was ſdon demoliſned; 
they began to with one another joy on their eſta- 
ping the dangers they were wa againſt by the 
old mouft. Bur their mirth was very ſhort Hvedz 
a cat and two traps took their poſt in the eloſet; 
and in leſs than a week not à mouſt was left of 
thoſe who deſpiſed the experience-arid wiſe decu- 
ments of their pena NN From henee 
we may conclude that, ; 0 een ee 
The account, which partntr give of their paſt. follibs- * 
Ii but thrown. aoay uptn therr Nbg. 
Lady Hitty. I affure you, dear friend, this is 
che prettieſt little fable I ever beard; and f wow 
freely give all che wort cat T could make facky 
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Lady Lucy. It is extremely fine in my opinion, 


br: but 1 Think whe moral fomething too ſevere. 


have an averſion to chat atonomeial exaſtneſs; 


ged to ſubmit to ſuch triſſes. 

Lady Louiſa, Indeed Mrs. Afable 1 think ſb 
too; that ſeru 
becomes u quaſtey that is rich. What 2 
ſad thing to be Nr upon the watch for ſuch 
N and to ſtoop fo low as to ask a milk- We- 

„whether ſhe brought cream inſtead of mille! 


year (I am ſure it could not be more) is it worth 
While ro-fubmir to that drudgery and to be looked 
upon by ſervants as a buſy body and a pinch. penny? 
Mrs. Afﬀable. Fam very ſure, madam, that 
not a paſſes, but that ſingle article comes to 
a hundred guineas: However let ir be twenty, 
and, if you pleaſe bur ten. Are the ten guineds 
yours tõ be quandered away at pleaſure ® Is rhe 


fault commixted by pw ſervants, who cheat their 


miſtreſs, and which they would: have avoided, 
43 had been more careful; is chis frult n6- 
thing? Conſider this well, ladies, you are draw- 
ing near the age, that y u are likely to be married. 
Oecouomy is 4 capital duty in a wife; ſhe" is an- 
ſwerable to her — her children and the poor 


able beſides fbr alb the IF that 5 done, could the 
have prevented Jt by Her vigilance. - 
Mi Siphie. Then a young lud murrias te ro be 
a ſervant and a fla ve. 
Mrs: Afable; Not i my dear, but to de n 
jon to her husband, © miſtreſs of ber houſe 


tirſes ? But are attended with particular obll- 
ation. For ag LE Xdarnts'a you 
4 


and I ſhowld'be downright miſerable if I was ob. 


ous nicery 'abour ſuch triſſes ill. 


Suppoſe the whole ainounted"to twenty pieces a 


for all rhat belongs to e family, and is account 


pay mother of u famfiy. Are not theſe ſpecivus 


= 
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in trade, the trouble and the advantage of com. 
mexce is to be ſhared in proportion between the 
two partners. What would vou ſay to a mer- 
ehant that would inſiſt on half the advantage tho 
he walked about from morning till night, and left 
arne the whole trouble of buying, ſelling, 
racking, & ?, You would think him very, un- 
juſt; becauſe in theſe aſſociations the troubſe and 
tue prafit muſt be common 
Lady Lay. Tis certainly juſt it ſhould! be {s; 
but then I dont underſtand, how a young Jad y Who 
may be ſo. happy in her condition, can have the 
courage to marry, How can the reſolve to exchabge 
her quiet and eaſe for, the cares, ſolicitude and 
rplexities that attend a married ſtate, where per- 
Tons are reſolved to do their duty? How can ſhe 
venture upon a perſon that ſhe knows. very licele if 
at all, who conceals for a while ſome very great 
defect, whoſe intereſt it is to. conceal it and who 
muſt have ſome little faults. that ſhe muſt bear 
with? Throw into the account the, trouble the 
muſt have with her children from their diſtemper 
.misbehaviqur, the pains to be taken of abs to 
provide for them. How can a young lady be fo 
gay and eaſy at the very moment that ſhe expoſes 
Fer ſelf to all theſe dangers ? I ſay once more, it 
is what I cannot underſ tanga 5; 
Be Lady Loniſa. But IL do perfectly well, Mrs. 
A able; I have ſeen ſeveral of my friends mar- 
ried. Well! They were taken up with their 
cloths, diamonds and equipage. They never once 
thought, that marriage was attended with duties 
or dangers of this conlequence; I knew one chat 
was put in mind of all this ; ſhe ſaid very Su. 
1 do not know what it'is to fear; 12 buſoand it ill 
tempered, lit him thank himſelf 3 I will e fen fro 
- anoraing till night ; and be way growl by bumſelf.. 7 
2 >» ved n - 
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br ſpend” his eflate, keep miſtreſſei, or uſe me ill in 
other reſpedts, I auill make bim ſo uneaſy, that he 
ſhall be forced to a divorce. If I have a large 
family I muſt have a good expert houſe-keeper ? 
When children come, they ſhall have a governeſs. 
Mrs. 4fabh. Hark ye, ladies. theſe are charm- 
ing bs Was the Lady as good as her 
wor 7 ; | : \ : . 
Lady Lauiſa. That ſhe was, Mrs. A fable. She 
went beyon ] what ſhe threatned. They ate now 
parted as ſhe ſaw they would be. She lives 
without it putation, friends or tolerable means of 
ſubſiſting. You muſt know ſhe became a game» 
ſter ; now ſhe loſes her ſeparate maintenance be- 
fore it comes due; and the credicors receive her 
al 9 IEG ; 
Mrs. 4fable. I could have ventured a wager it 
would end ſo. We will take ſome other occaſion 
to talk this matter over, and in effect, ladies, there 
is a great deal to be ſaid on this im portant ar- 
9 F 0 now too late; we wr Rage again 
an ; pray come early; we#have a great 
teal 6 de this afternoon... 
il a af. 03, t | Ran: 
DIALO GU E IV. 
8 Mrs. AFFABLE.. 5 855 
O ME dear lady Mary, let us have your 


Lady Mary. When Abab heard, that Elijah was 
coming, he went to meet him, and ſaid, art chen 
be that troubleth Iſrael and hindereth us from rain? 
Elijah anſwered, I have not troubled Ifrael, but thou 
and thy father's bauſe in that you adore Ba“; now | 
"__ ; 2 4 D's*" 8, # vw % order 
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mim only: but if the Lord be the true God, hem 


% 7% Youly Eadits Arbei, 


ortier the fbur hundred propkets to he aſſembled 
that eat at Jrſebel's table. The falſe prophets re- 
paired to Bln at mount Carmel; and Elijub ſpeak- 
ing to the Itraelltes ſaid, How eng halt ye bebaberr 
% o\inions, that is, how: long will ye ſerve two 
Gods? If Bar! is the true God, you muſt ſerve 


=—y 


J preach to you, you muſt forſake Baal. But 4 
triat muſt be made to diſcover, which is the 
true God. I remain the only prophet of rhe Lord, 
but Baa!'s prophets” are four hundred and fifty 
men. Give a victim for ſarrifice to each ſide; 
we will lay both on an altar, and put no fire un- 
der; the God whoſe victim ſhalt be confuned by 
fire- from heaven, ſhall be true God. A Victim 
was 8 to the prophets of Baal; they called 
upon Him from morning even ri/! non to ſend down 
fire from heaven upon the victim ; they cu? u. 


fikoes after thriy manner noir Ine to move Dial. 


Flijab ſeting all this nt rhew, and /aid, cry aloud; 
perhaps your God ſleepeth or is taken up 
wich other thoughts thar hinder his hearing your 
prayers. At noon Zia raifed an altar wit 
twelve ſtones according to the number of the 
thibes ;- and he müde a. ttench abaut rhe altat 
where he placed the victim; he ordered it to be 
plentifully, ſprinkled! with water three times, ſo 
that the victim was ſoaked through, and the 
water filled the trench about the altar Then 
Elijah raiſed his voice in prayer to the Lord; 
and -inffantly” a great fife from heaven conſus 
med the victim and /iched.up the water that . 


the trench. The people of IIrael aſtoniſhed with 


the prodigy fell on their faces to the ground, fuy- 
ing, be * the only God. If fe, fatd "Flijah, 
take theſe $+ of Baal. that No * and 
let nor one of theth eicape. Fhe people obveyt 
* | a” Peop 22 


FALOOUE iT, « 
hab, neee eee defttoyel! 


that day. 
Mean while Bln ny to the x refed 
his head on his knees's | Lord for 


rain; hie ſent out his din Fever! times toi ob. 
ſerve whether any thing appeared. Ant the ſe- 
venth time his ſervant brought word, thar « little” 
clould was riſing out of the tea. Upon tts he ſent 
his fervarre the following meſſage to Hub, 
* re thy rhariot, an get hatt ro thy ey; for wie 
ſoon have a very = Es ft happene at 
e roptizr had foretol 

be being informed of the ſlaughter of her 
ets ſent Hoxier to Fab, that, before twenty 

Hur wks. were over, he thou be treated in che 


fame manner he Had treated theſe, whom ſtie 


tectel. CMY hearing this made his eſcape into 
the de Art, Where he walked' a whok day and at 
HAſt fut dow under 4 tree, and overcome witlt 
$rief beggeck of God to take him out of the 
world Upon this he fei an Itouch- 
ed him und fald, arift and car. He locked about 
and (vw forme vittuzls next him; and after he hack 
taken *. 1 la him dow to 


1 * 115 ory Kick A ſecond time a 


Geher e fondly Aae win 


this. meat, thar lie walked: forty aye days and" forty. 
ni hrs, till he came unto — e mount of God. 
dy Sele. Lord? Mrs. Hfuble, how beuu- 
tiful is che diſtory of the holy writ! tho" you 
made me learn 1 21 repeticion is as 
9 as 7 FT had never bead ben 
re; es us with aw a great reſpett , 
for the power and majeſty of God. 5 
Lady Mary. N prefer it to all your * 
but cles Woule you bene ve . 
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Iam much out of ceit with the - 
gin ns el k rhey got agen wi true 2 A 900 

Mrs. Affable. Y 12 are growing; up towar, 75 a 
young woman. Tales are proper to amuſe chil- 
dren; but, as one comes to riper years and more 
reaſon, we grow aſhame. of being taken up with, 
what is falſe. I ſhall not entertain you with many 
more; becauſe beſides thoſe, paſſages and e. 
related 1 28 ſeriptures, I have many more tax 
are very reeable and alſo Na R 

4 8 U. 7 confeſs, Mrs. 4fable, there are 
fome tales. which I read with pleaſure. For, 
example the fable we had from * Senfhle' is 
as good as a true ſtory and very jo BA wWithal. 
| ly Charlotte. But, 74 ks Mrs Afab/e, con- 
rives tales on purpoſe for us. You did not come 
to our leſſons two years ago... Mrs. able. made 
a tale about one Elia. It was exactly my cha- 
racter. Perhaps no hiſtory could have furni 
ſuch another. I do aſſure, you, that it has 1 
buted much to m D 3 1 

Mrs. Afuble. , my dear! ſince Wwe 
fo uſeful to you, ku. -muſt have ſome . 
then. It is time to make ſome refleQions up 


Ita propher ſhould come 152 e 8 on, mi 
— 5 as e 1 ſraelites — 
the A 2 the "yr G 


an 

11 5 27204. Alas 1 it is but too FOR my 
dear! Money is. the idol of the coyetous: and. o 
many. who diſclaim that-impuration ;; ambition 
is their idot, who deſire to command; pride uf 
theirs" who. affect to thine, either by. beauty, or 


wit; E * een e bal are the idols 


4 | * 
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of thoſe, who only purſue Uverſ ons. There 
would be no end, if all the falſe divinities we 
adore were. to be named, that is, the divinities, 
to wuom we pay. the Rerice due to Gol 

Lady Charkite. Are balls, aſſemblies, and thoſe 
other diverſions ſinful ? 

Mrs. Afable. 12 muſt I anſwer this queſtion, 
my dear n ? If I give a true anſwer, I. tha}l 
be thought a fool, a madwoman, a methodiſt; i 
I diſſemble, I ſhall fail in. a. point of duty; repu- 
tation, Fn 009 the fear b being ridiculed wi 


„ * - 


yoo are E del and of courſe or be the ie be 
inſtrutted. 

Lady Gucy.. No doubt, but theſe ladies are better 
ſo than Tam. wy, I fancy, I know enough 
to anſwer your . queſtion. Fae 41s on 
that 5 in 7e/us, Cor * 6 

Mrs. Afﬀable, That is omething, & Fur not all. 
To be a. hriſting, you muſt not only elieve in. 
Zeſus Chriſt, | ut you mult | over EF, above be ani- 
mated by his. "THe. give. credit co his maxims, 

adopt 1 in practice; love What he hath, 
loved, hate what he hath hated and proſcribed. 
When we come to repeat his life out of the 
goſpel, we will examine the ſpirit that actuateg 
this God- man, who is not only. our Saviour, bur 
our model; and the anſwer I give ſhall be 5 


from his example. Mean white, what F can fa 
is, that many of the diverſions lately na med ax 
contrary, to th FR of, e For n A 

| = 
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ple plays, ſuch as are repttſented upom yout ſtage, 
ple [4 aur to baſk 


ſeveral that are acted upon outs. 
aſſemblies, and other paſtimes, tho' it may be fait 
that of themſelves chey are not finful, yet they 
undoubtedly become fo by many circumſtances 
that attend them; and becauſe the world gives 
elf up to theſe amuſements not only without 
moderation, but ar rhe expence of their duty ty 
God, their families and themfelves. TRis will be 
thought exceeding ſevere; ladies, but as I faid 
before, and ſhall prove it ſoon, it is not my doc 
trine. Go on with the ſtory of Elijah, Mifs Nu y. 
| Miſs Mei. E/ jah came to a cave to lodge there 
in the night; and the Lord bid him go forth and 
ſtand on the mount where the Lord intended to 
appear in a particular manner. And there came 
an impetuoùs wind that rent the mountains and, 


* 


brake the rocks in pieces, but EHial knew that the 


Lord was not in that dreadfal wind, hen fol- 
- lowed an earthquake, and the Lord was not in the 
earthquake. This was ſucceeded by a great fire, 
and E.jab perceived that the Lord was not in the 
fire. After this chere was a ſmall whiſher' of 2 
thin air ; whereupon Eljab wrapped® his face in 
Nis mantle and wert out and ſtood in the 

in of the cave; he knew that this Toft breeze was 
a forerunner of the preſence of the Lord, and he 
| Heard! a volte fayitig, daf doeft rhiu herb,” EHfeb. 
Lord ſaid he, the zeal of thine houſe hath eaten 
me up, jealouly has ſeizzt my heart and foul, for 
that che Hrae tes have abandoned thee for idols. 
And the Lord ſaid to him, ga, return on thy wray 1s 
the <wilderniſt of Damaſeas an. . anvivit Hazael 
to be king over Syria, Aud feu. halt thou 
anoint king ut Harl: And Eliſha . .. halt tho 
ain to be prophet in 1hy. room. | The two kings 
taqu ſhalt andint are co be WW 


I 
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ige, I ſhall employ to be revenged of the Iſraelites for 
85 their perfidiveſnels and in Nee Atid him that 
vs eſcaper the faber of 1frart all Jeb flay: and l wilt 

ey me fever thoufand men that have not bowed. 
Ces their knees to Nuai. Elijub cume down from che 

der mountain; and found Elisa, who was plowing: ; 
out he chrew His mantle over him. F/Pa, took a yok 
4 of oxen; which he facrificed' to the Lord after 
HY leave of Ris father and mother; and wick 
me Z s conſent. he followed him ever after. 
Xl Mean while the king of Hyia that reigned r 
dat time came and made war againſt the , 
re e, and God granted them x ſignal victory over 
aa their enemies as he had foteto Hf by his pröphete g 
i bur this favour did not prevail upon g ro obey” 
me orders, which were fignified to him from the 
50 dend on the contra he made a league w 

the king of and Pare Him, ths” God: bad 

expreſly forbid it. He committed andrtter enor- 


te mous ctime in the caſe of Naborb. This man had; 
2 * vincyart! near Abab'y palace in the country; the 
king to him, fve me Ny vineyard 10 Wake & 
HH garter. . .. and Fail yivr ther a bert of 

n be auor1h of it bt money; And Nuboth mid, the Lee 
&  /or bid ir n, that 1 held give the inheritance of my: 
5 BY Father's unto be 2645 returted home in prear wrath, 
„and refilled te take any nowiflimenty Fexebe/ hi 
Vite having heard the cauſe of his heavineſs 

T WH ericf Mughed at Mm, and fait; dorf! rbou now go- 
f vern the king rom of Irarl * — os ard eat breul 
- HH 7 wit give thre the wi Naborb. Po this 
end N eb ſuborned — 4 to ſwear that Nw 


both had blaſphemed againſt Got and che 

and he was Noned to death: according to the Wy 
d in that caſe When Abad brard _ 

both was deat,” br yoſt 9 to go doaorr . | 


Pn of the” vine yard. But God ſent 1 


K. 
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4:ab and directed him to teak. i in his name toſthat 
unfortunate king in the following manner, thou 
Halt ſpeak (o bim ſaying, thus faith the Lord, in tbe 
place, where dogs licked the blood of Naboth ſhall dogs 
lick thy. blood, even, thine, I hou haſt abandoned 
thyſelf to all-manner of crimes and.art become 
the ſlave of ſin and of F.zebel, for which God will 
take off thy poſterity from the. face of the earth, 
and puniſh thy wicked wife, whom the digs Gall 
eat by, the wills of Fexreel. Abab upon hearing this. 
terrible denunciation humbled himſelf in the pre- 
ſence of God who ſaid to Elijah, becauſe be um 
bleth him if before me, Iwill not bring the evil in his 
days : but in his fon” $ days I awill bring the evil upen 


his bouſe, 

Mrs. Aﬀable. This paſſag age c of ſcriprure-hiſtory, 
offers a; very important reflection i 1 
- zuſtice and 2 of God. A dreadt 
ſtruction. is denounced to the 1fraelites ;. they are 

rmitted to the ſword of Feba and of Hazatl; but 
he adds, I will ſpare ſeven thouſand. men for that 
they have not bowed down their knees to Ball, 
As le he would ha ve us underſtand that he would 
mar, ſuffer the innocent to be deſtroyed. with the” 

No, he ſeems to ſay, I will, watch over 
WE. who have continued faithful to me. Men 
will eſteem it an effect of chance, that ſome are 
ſlain and others ſaved; but — will find them 
ſelves deceived. There is no chance diſpoſe of 
all events; I will not ſuffer the ſwords of thoſe 
rinces to touch my ſervants. Jeu and Hazatl 
— them not; I do; anreden 
der my protection. 


. Obſerve beſides, dear childeen, that God. Ba 


not communicate himſelf in a ſtorm or an earth- 


Th? or a violent fire, but in a ſoft, eaſy breeze. 


eren *. that Cod does ur Sou 
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nicate himſelf in the hurry and tumult of the 
that great world. There you will not find him; that 
is net the proper place for him to diſpenſe holy 
thoughts and to give pious motions to our hearts 
he ſpeaks to the virtubus in the ſſilneſs of a retreat 
from the world. If you lead a quiet life at ho 
and diſcharge the duties of your reſpective ſtatis 
ons, there, and then God will ſpeak to your fouls 
and direct you by his holy and affecting inſpirati- 


ons. 27 8 24 | LD TDD ERS I? 
Lady Clarlitie. What need of divine inſpiratis 
on? V 2 not like Elijab defigned for prophets. 
Mrs. 4 Wbat a queſtions that of your ! 

You muſt know, my dear, that we are all, 4 44 
corruption of nature prone to evil and of ourſelves, 
without the ſuecour of divine grace uncapable of 
a. meritorious thought or action, ſuch as is of any 
weight towards obtaining eyerlaſting ſalvation. 
We can fin, we can do evil, but God muſt co: 
operate by his holy grace that we may perform 
ations that are conducive to eternal happineſs, 
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us. He conſtantly offers his help, lain a. 
and frequently ſtirs up good thoughts in us. 22 
Li 1 * 4 ; ; mn 
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can do nothing in the natural or ſup ural ors 
der withour him; wick him all things; and we 
may depend upon his affiltarice. ' x with I could 
incuicare rheſe great truths and 'convey them in 4 
thouſand different lights. This is a fundamental 
point of chriſtian religion; and the ſolid baſis of 
every virtne reſts vpon a miſtruſt of cur weakneſs 
and an unbounded confiderice' in God. 
Eady Mary. How Mrs. gabe? Did: all the 
ro aRions of my life require a particular afliz 
ce of God? 
Mrs. Afable. They did, my dear; and all 
bad deeds you might have avoided with the 
1cconr of his grace. He offered it that moment 
you was going to offend him; he ſpoke aloud to 
Tok ſoul, ale care, he ſaid, thow art going 10 firs 
thou wilt be wicked. 
Eady Mary. Now I. proteſt, chat; very often, 
F did not hear him. 
- Mrs. fable; It was not for want of Ns 
ing, my dear; but you were ſo Akracted; your 
ffions were ſo tumultudus, that you could not 
ear. And for that reaſon, I ſid jult now that 
we muſt love ſilense and retreat, which are nor to 
be found in the hurry of thee world. | 
Lady Tempe. This dottrine is very ſevere, Mrs. 
Afable, At this rate we muſh never go from 
home, nor have any diverſions. a 
Mrs. Afable. gadding would be no blades N 
mes to Rang: Do you think, ladies, that 
there is = diverſion out whit you eall che grant 
monde. ou im = chat the ſmall number 
of ladies, Oi in y taken up with mind 
ing their duty have — ! are pleaſure an 
content IF {5, you are much miſſaken: 
have known thoſe, who: to attend the educs - 
tion of a mmerous family of children, lia ve 
* o given 


— 
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given over plays, ſlle ws, afſemblics and balls with 
all ſuch amuſements. I can aſſure you, that they 
never would have changed their condition for that 
of giddy women ling from one party of 
jeaſure to another without rhe leaſt fatis faction: 
belides I muſt repeat what I have ſaid before, that* 
it is not I, chat am ſevete, but the Holy Ghoſt. 
At our next meeting, lady Senft is ro give you! 
the character of a virtuous woman drawn by that 
divine * ; you will find me rather mild no, 
ſevere in compariſon. But you ſcent to be t. 
ened, ladies. „.ag: N | 
_— Lacy, Tam indeed, Mis. 4fadle. But F 
muſt deal candidly with you, and tell you what 1 
think. I am ſatisfied that all you ſay is true; L 
am a Chriſtian; I would not go to hell; but if it 
be neceſſary to lead the life you have deſeribed, it 
ſhall be done; yet I cannot but think it a great 
— for ladies of our age to renounce all 
ure. 54 11 12 * deere £203 
Mrs. Ahab. , my dear, who fays yor 
muſt — 0 be. a Chriſti No 
to goto heaven? Did not you hear me fay, that 
ladies who rendunee ſuch” pleaſures are infinitely” 
happier than ortiers? T only advife you to re- 
nounce falſe for real and ſolid pleaſires. The“ 
pleaſures T deelaim aꝑainſt are Teal trouhles, dif 
iſeck under the appearance of pltaſure- My de 
* is to ſtrip them of the diſguiſe, and to ſhew 
them to you ſuch as they are. You remember 
my ſaying that philoſophy was the art of being 
happy by living virtuouſly. * You deſire to be 
happy, Madam; don't you? Welll if I find 
ſpeedy and eaſy means to lead you to happineſs, 
will you be content ? | 
Lady-Laucy. That I will, Mrs. 4fable; alas} 


tis want. 
F Mrs. 
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Mrs. Afable. Truſt me then; Iwill make ge 
happy. Iwill do more; I do not deſire to be 
believed, without I prove what I advance. And 
I take upon me to make it appear that there is 
no other way to happineſs, but that, which I 
ſhall teach you. 6 3 

Lady Lovija. I am quite curious to hear the 
* have, I confeſs, a prodigious deſire of 

ing happy. r N | =; 
Mes. Afable. That deſire is common to all. 
We are made to be happy; we leek happineſs 
throughout the courſe of our lives; and never 
once think of inquiring where it is to be found. 
The firſt meeting we have concerning this true 
philoſophy, we will ſpend ſome time in this im- 
portant ſearch after, happineſs. And now for a 
little geography to make an end. * 
Lady Senjib/e, We are now upon the Weſtern 
provinces of France. We have ſpoke of  Britany, 
on the South of which lies Poirow. The capitz lis 
Poictiers upon the river Clain, a very large, but 
very ill built city. Here is alſo elleraud a 
town famed for knives. and falfe ſtones made 
there. Beſides the. Clan, three other rivers the: 
Vicune, the Sevre, and the Charante have their 
courſe in this province. It had formerly the 
title of a county and came to Henry II. of En- 
gland by his marriage with Z/conor of Alaitain-. 
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' The Morning Leſſon. 


Lady Lovisas. 


Aſſure you, Mrs. Aﬀable, I have not bad a 
wink o ſleep this night. I thought of ever 
ching you faid at our laſt meeting, but was m 
ſtruck with theſe words, a ſzek hajpineſs; our 
days.are ſpent in this ſearch ; and death comes 
on without any proper inquiry, where happineſs 
is to be found. I am now ſeventeen years of age; 
I have been in queſt of happineſs from the begin- 
ning; 1 have gone ſeveral ways to be happy; nay 
I hive fancied that I was happy; and a few en by 
ago I have diſcovered that I was not. 

Mrs. {ſable Take courage, my dear, ben 
once we begin to make ſerious reflections we are 
not far from the term we propoſe to reach. I told 
zen when we met laſt, that we are made to be 

appy ; but I ſaid ſo without any proof. Vou 
know our agreement was not to believe me or 
any perſon upon a bare aſſertion. Can any <p] | 
you, Ladies, give the proof that is deſirod .) 

Lady Witty. As God is infinitely good, he cnn | 
not create us but to be happy. God, no doubt 
made us to he happy. The light of nature only 
points out a natural happineſs; we only kaοu 
the ſaper natura by! revelation. And he was at 
liberty to create us for a 3 W 


ſtate of beatitude. * 


Mrs. Afub/ei” An excellent proof, wy dear; ; 
: Lady 
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Lady Mary. Yes, Mrs. 4fable, For example eur 
1 — rn of al be the 2 in the woll wit 
and that you love me dearly ; upon which I an ten 
perſuaded chat you will do nothing but for my 
advantage; and if you did, I thould ſay, that you 
ceaſed being good to me. But God, whois x 
great deal better could not have the intention 
of creating me to be unhappy; with that in- 
tention he wonld ceafe ro be good. 
Mrs. Afable. Prodigioufly well! But I n 
ignorant, my dear; and I migbt, with the bel 
a 383 do you good do you a great deal « 
, aarm, | 
Miſs Molly. That cannot happen to God, Mrs, ol 
| £fab/e; you are ſure, that he knows all things, and 
that he cannot be miſtaken; and that as he is both E 
wiſe and good, he muſt undoubtedly ha ve made \ 
uz to be happy. T | 
Mrs. A Fable. This is beyond reply, my dear; 
but ſuppole that I knew all that is neceſſary to 
make you happy, and wanted power to beſtow it. 
| Lady Charkrre. Neither can that be the caſt 
wich God; he is all powerful and can give us all 
that is good. 5 
Mrs. 4ffable. Well ſaid, children. This is 
' realty talking like great fcholars. Let us now 
take up che whole argument. We know that 
God is infinitely good, infinitely wiſe and infinite - 
- 1y powerful. We may from thence be ſure ; that 
it is in his power to provide us all the neceſlary 
means for arriving at the happineſs, for which he 
created us; becaule he is all wiſe and good. But 
there is another argument to ſhew, that he has 
made us to be happy; and this is taken from the 
defire we have to be happy. God is too wiſe to 
give us ſuch a deſire to no we ; he has power 
enough to procure for us all fi 4: means to ow 
| Our 


eur wants and too good to let us be tormented 
with a deſire, which we have not means to con- 
tent. tae N 

Lady Lauiſa. I admire the connexion betw 
this truth, man is made to be happy, and the exif. 
tence of a God. Ir is ſo eſſential, that the former 
cannot ſubſiſt without the latter. 

Mrs. A fabi. The reaſon is that the former is 
a conſequence of the latter. Hence when a truth, 
a principle is abſolutely true, the conſequence is 
ſo likewiſe and one cannot be deſtroyed with- 
out overturning the other, | 

Lady Vith. I don't underſtand the m 
of thoſe words principle and conſequence. © | 

Mrs. Affable. They muſt be explained. Tis 
certain, that naturally ſpeaking you cannot live 
without air? Don't you think ſo? . 

Lady Witty. Undoubtedly, I cannot live with- 


caning 


ar; out air. That is out of all queſtion. 

to Mrs. Afabl. That is a truth, a principle. If 
it. I was to lay, 1 wil/ e your mouth and noſiriili ti 
Th tomorrow morning, What. would you object ro it? 
ll Lady Vieh. That, if it was only dane for a 


quarter of an hour, it would be che death af ane. 

Mrs. Afabe, Why? 

Lady Witty: That auh comes in without any 
manner of reaſon, Mrs 4fatle. We were agreed 
This very moment, that air way neceflary to live, 
and that one muſt die without it. | 

Mrs. A fable. But if after your mouth and 
noſtrills had been ſtopt a whole day, you ſhould 
live ſtill, What would you think. 

Lady Mg. That air was not neceſſary to liv ; 
and that Is quite miſtaken in believing che 
contra, a "# | 

Mrs.  Afeble. Air is. abſolutely receffary te live, 
This is A , thirefore I aunt live without di, 
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is the conſequence. You ſee plainly, that the cor. 
Sequence cannot be — without ruining the 
principal. ] ſaid very lately, as you may re- 
member ladies, that L Would abe you all grome- 
ters, that is, T would bring you to a geometrical 
way of thinking. By this method of reaſoning 
the mind grows what I call geometrical by dedu- 
cing one truth from another. This, my dear 
children; is of the laſt i importance. am now 
acquainted with perſons in town chat have! nb 
Tmall ſhare of wit, who fot want of being uſed to 
this method talk moſt wrerchedfſy out of the way. 


They will admit a principle, maintain it ſtoutly, 


and as ſtoutly deny the conſequence. 
Lady Lucy. Why was you not ſo charitable as 


to ſhew, that it was both impoſſible and nafculen⸗ 


as you have done to us? 12. 1 
Mrs. A Fuble. No, my dear; they were e 


.that] mult reſpect; that IJ had no obligation te 


teach; and who moreover would not be pleaſed 


if I had convinced them cf a miſtake. 
Lady Charlotte. Can any perſon be 0 far yoid 


of fenſe as to be offended at their being let into 


the knowledge of truth? 
Miss Bula Yes, madam Jam one of. thoſe cools. 


When J have got a thing in my head, I curinot 
bear being convinced, that I am miſtaken.” n 


0 


Mrs. Fable. Well ! I muſt confeſs, my dear, 


that in a thouſand years thinking I ſhould never 


have had ſuch 'a thought of you. Why; my 
dear, you have a great deal of wit; what purpole 


could your wir ſerve but to be more out of the 


way and all reaſon than others, to forfeit all the 


advantages of a good capacity, and to be deſer- 
vedly eſteemed a very frily perſon, TT 


Miſs Bella. I wilt correct this fault, not thay: 1 
fear being taken for a fool; for I, really give 


an 
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ſolf no trouble about what any one thinks of me, 
_—_ ſuch as I love. I deſpite all the reſt. 

Mrs. Afable. Hark'ee my dear; this is a diſpo- 
ſition that may have the worſt effects. We will 
talk upon this ſubject another time, not to inter- 
rupt our leſſon too much. 

e have advanced, we have even proved, that 
man was made to be happy. It remains to thew 
in what this happineſs conſiſts, and where it may 
certainly be found. . : 

Lady Senfible, If I might have leave to repeat 
to theſe ladies, the letter we had t'other day in 
the Petites Lettres, I think it would be extremely 
pat to the preſent purpoſe. | | 
Mrs. Affable. With all my heart, my dear; 
but may be the ladies have read the Petites Lei- 
tres, The book is very common in town. * 
Lady Senfible. I have mentioned them to ſeveral, 
who had never heard of them ; but if the ladics 
have, they will tell me, and I will give over. 


The H. Har, of the Marchioneſs ).. 


There was a lady of quality and very great for- 
tune; ſhe had many good qualities, but they all 
ſuffered from a great defect ſhe was remarkable 
for. She was extremely ſcrupulous, and the moſt 
mnocent actions, in her way of thinking, were ſin- 
ful. With this rurn of mind, ſhe turned the brains 
of her ſervants, and made them go diſtracted. 
Common diverſions were crimes; to laugh or ſing 
a great offence. She had an only daughter Marianne 
by name, whom ſhe loved entirely, and teized as 
much. The poor child was under the greateft 
conſtraint, and forced to keep her mind to herſelf, 
and to conceal her inclination to any thing what- 


ever; for the mother thought herſelf in conſcience 


bound 


ES 


Ing, that would laſt three: hours. 
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bound to thwart her daughter from morning till 
night. The young lady was allowed no ſort of 
diverſion; bur, to indemnify herſelf in ſome kind, 
ſhe amuſed her mind with longing earneſtly for 
the faſhionable paſtimes. When ſhe came to the 
age of fifteen, her mother declared her intention 
of marrying her to a very rich man; indeed, ſays 
the, be is not very young, but an extremely religi- 
ous man; at your age, child, you want a guide more 
than a huſband; and the margque/s 1 intend for yours 
as be lives wer retired, wall baue all the leiſure 
neceſſary to iuſtrud and guard gen againſi the 
dangers of the grand world. Miſs, accuſtomed to 
obey without reply, made a very low court'ſy 


and withdrew; the next morning ſhe was pre- 


ſented with this precious husband; not to wrong 
the gentleman, he was barely ſixty, but had more 
ditempers, colds, defluxions, and ill conditions 
than any perſon of a hundred. No ſooner were 
they married, but this jewel of a lord and maſter. 
took the bride down to a great diſtance in the 
country, and lock'd her up with himſelf in a me- 
Jancholy farlorn feat, built no doubr in the days 
of Clovis, if a judgment was to be formed from 
it's antique appearance. All the amuſement the 
happy marchioneſs had in this charming retreat, 
was nurſing her old husband, and long and tedious 
harangues againſt the corruption of the age 
which were never interrupted but by fits of cough- 
Marianna | 
her mother the firſt year of her marriage; by her 
death ſhe came to a conſiderable fortune; and the 
old gentleman's eſtate devolved to her by the mar- 
rage ſettlement. She had a proſpect of being ex- 
rremely rich; and the day came when ſhe was 
bur eighteen. Our marchioneſs ſpent the whole 


year K her widowhood in muſing with herſelt 
: 7 ; * 0 


* 


— * 


her want of happineſs 


ed one day to 
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on the ways and means to recover loſt time. In 
the melancholy ſtage of life ſhe had gone through, 
ſhe was a good deal more ſenſible than others of 
under the ſcruples of her 
mother, and the tedious morality of her husband 
and tutor. She fet out for Paris with a reſolu- 
tion to go inqueſt of this happineſs ſhe juſt longed 
to meer: with; but ſhe committed a great fault for 
want of a Mrs. Afab/e, to adviſe her; and never 
thought of putting the queſtion to herſelf, wv 
what this happineſs thiefly con filed, am where it aua 
be found. She ſaw, that ail her acquaintance de- 
fired to be happy, and, to that end, gave them- 
ſelves up to plays, gaming, great company-and 
entertainments. She thought very candidly that 
happineſs conſiſted in ſuch things in as much, as 
ſhe obſerved that perſons of great accomplith- 
ments ſought it in theſe amutements ; and the 
very heartily followed their example. In the be- 
ginning 'ſhe was ſo pleaſed, that the ſcarce knew 
where ſhe was; ſhe rather devoured in a kind of 
rapture, than enjoyed the pleafures. After ſome 
time, theſe paſtimes loft their novelty, by cuſtom, 
and grew tedious. A ball ſeemed to be a childiſh 
amuſement, and very prejudicial to health, as well 
as grand entertainments. The converſation was 
trifling, or not modeſt, or, by detraction, very in- 


jurious to the reputation of many; gaming, ſhe 


thought was a kind of rage, and contrary to a hu- 
mane diſpoſition, ſince the pleaſure aroſe from an- 
other's loſs. I this, ſaid the, the pleaſure I have 
% long and ſo eagerly diſired? Am I content at loft ? 
Not at all; I am tired outright, and ſhall ſoon be 
guite diſguſted. The marchioneſs judged well; plea- 
ſures became intolerable, becauſe they did not 
afford the — ſhe expected. She happen- 
be at an aſſembly, where time hung 
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entered amongſt the knights of Malta, and was r 


order. bat a pity, faid the marchioneſs to her- 
ſelf! Fortune muſt be blind to be f5 regardhſs of 2 
ſach an amiable perſon. The lady never once 


Ive, ſaid ſhe? 4 think, I om, andwvery much miſ- 
' gaken, if I have not inſpired him with the ſame 
paſſion for me. | 


More removed; the knight begged leave to wait 
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very heavy on her hands, when ſhe ſaw a lovely | 


zo gentleman come in. Her heart began to * 
eat, the knew not why, at the fight of this he 
ſtranger; ſhe immediately inquired of the lady of WU ve. 
the houſe, who he was. She was informed by En 
the lady, that he was a younger brother of a noble WW tin 


family, who for want of a ſuitable fortune had 


Jhortly to make his vows and profeſſion in that 


thought of love, and was perſuaded that her ſen- 1 
timents in favour of the young ſtranger, were but 


the effects of a generous compaſſion. The knight ; 
on his fide was truck, when he ſaw the marchi- 7 
onefs. The company went to play, and he con- 8 
trived ſo well as to be of the tame party ar c 
cards; he was too much taken up with her ] 
charms to mind his game; he commirted the t 
rreateſt blunders, and loſt all he played for. He 1 
Pore his loſſes to genteelly, and with ſo good a 


grace, that the marchioneſs conceived a very fa- 

Vourable opinion of his temper. Ir is general 
aid, that you may know men by their behavi- 
our at play; and beſides ſhe plainly ſaw that ſhe 
had been the 

a pleafure in her mind, ſhe could not account for. 
When the got home and examined her heart, ſhe 
found the greateſt alteration ; the idea of the 
| young knight had baniſhed all uneaſineſs, and all 


caule of all his miſtakes, and found 


e deſired was to ſee him again. An net J is 


it was not long before the marchioneſs's doubts 


on 
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on her; he came as ſoon as it was proper, and 
though he did not venture to ſpeak of his paſſion, 
he left her no room to doubt of it. This diſco- 
very put the marchioneſs into high raptures; the 
knight was a perſon of noble birth and great diſ- 
tinction; and as ſhe had a ſufficient eſtate for him 
and herſelf, the found an exquiſite pleaſure in the 
thought of making his fortune. Bur though ſhe 
was very ſenſible, that her inclination was very 
great, and ſtrongly in favour of the knight, ſhe 
was determined not to be m haſte. Marriage, 
ſaid ſhe, is for life; it is necefſary wwe ſhould know 
the perſon with euhom we are to ſpend cur days; 
The Iii, ht is wvery amiabley that is not enough ; his 
character and ten per nay not be without their d. fits; 
I muſt take time for an inquiry of this imfortance. 
She kept her relolution, and could not in the ſpace 
of half a year diſcover the leaſt defect in her 
lover. She concluded that ſhe had now found 
the way to happineſs ;- ſhe had made him a decla- 
ration of her being reſolved to marry him; the 
tranſports of jcy, wherewith he received this aſſur- 
ance of being ſo happy, convinced her ſtill more 
of theexcel; of his paſſion, and the marchioneſs was 
fully perſuaded, that ſhe ſhould. be perfectly happy, 
when ſhe married ſo accompliſhed a perſon. Nine 
months were now paſſed, hen ſhe thought, thar 
ſhe diſcovered: ſome coolneſs in her lover; yet he 
repeated the ſame things he had ſaid from the be- 
ginning ; but his addreſſes were no more animated 
with the ſame life and fire. Here the poor mar- 
chioneſs began to feel the torments of jealouſy, 


and the exquiſite pains, which a tender and refin- 


ed paſſion is ſure to cauſe upon a ſuſpicion of be- 
ing ſlighted. Z this, ſhe = the queſtion to her- 
ſelf, is this happineſs? What muſt become of me, 
and what bappinsfs can # _ whit I am under 
3 ; this 


Were removed; the knight begged leave to Wait 


76 The Young Ladies Magazine, 


very heavy on her hands, when ſhe ſaw a lovely 
oung gentleman come in. Her heart began to 
t, the knew not why, at the ſight of this 
ſtranger ; ſhe immediately inquired of the lady of 
the houſe, who he was. She was informed by 
the lady, that he wasa younger brother of a noble 
family, who for want of a ſuitable fortuge had 
entered amongſt the knights of Malta, and was 
Jhortly to make his vows and profeſſion in that 


order. What a pity, faid the marchioneſs to her- 
ſelf! Fortune muſt be blind to be f regardleſs of 


ſuch an amiable perſon. The lady never once 
thought of love, and was perſyaded that her ſen- 
timents in favour of the young ſtranger, were but 


the effects of a generous compaſſion. The knight 


on his fide was ſtruck, when he ſaw the marchi- 
onefs. The company went to play, and he con- 
trived ſo well as to be of the tame party ar 


cards; he was too much taken up with her 
"charms to mind his game; he committed the 
prom? blunders, and loſt all he played for. He 


bore his loſſes fo genteelly, and with ſo good a 


grace, that the marchioneſs conceived a very fa- 
vourable opinion of his temper. It is generally 
aid, chat you may know men by their behavi- 
our at play; and beſides ſhe plainly faw that ſhe 
nad been the cauſe of all his miſtakes, and found 
a pleafure in her mind, the could not account for. 


When the got home and examined her heart, ſhe 


Found the greateſt alteration; the idea of the 


oung knight had baniſhed all uneaſineſs, and all 
e deſired was to ſee him again. An net 1 is 


Ive, ſaid ſhe? 1 think, 1 am, and very much miſ- 
' gaken, if I have not in pired him with the ſame 
paſſion for me. 


it was not long before the marchioneſs's doubts 


on 
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on her; he came as ſoon as it was proper, and 
though he did not venture to ſpeak of his paſſion, 
he left her no room to doubt of it. This diſco- 
very put the marchioneſs into high raptures; the 
knight was a perſon of noble birth and great diſ- 
tinction; and as ſhe had a ſufficient eſtate for him 
and herſelf, the found an exquiſite pleaſure in the 
thought of making his fortune. Bur though ſhe 
was very ſenſible, that her inclination was very 
great, and ſtrongly in favour of the knight, ſhe 
was determined not to be in haſte. Marriage, 
faid ſhe, is er liſe; it is necefſary wwe ſhould know 
the perſon with exhom wwe are to ſpend cur days; 
The kni_ht is wery amiabley that is not enough ; his 
charafter and ſen per may not be without tbeir . fifts; 
I muſt take time for an inquiry of this imfortance. 
She kept her relolution, and could not in the ſpace 
of half a year diſcover the leaſt defect in her 
lover. She concluded that ſhe had now found 
the way to happineſs ;- ſhe had made him a decla- 
ration of her being reſolved to marry him; the 
tranſports of jcy, wherewith he received this aſſur- 
ance of being ſo happy, convinced her ſtill more 
of theexceſꝰ of his paſſion, and rhe marchioneſs was 
fully perſuaded, that ſhe ſhould. be perfectly happy, 
when ſhe married ſo accompliſhed a perſon. Nine 
months were now paſſed, when ſhe thought, thar 
ſhe diſcovered: ſome coolneſs in her lover; yet he 
repeated the ſame things he had ſaid from the be- 
ginning; but his addreſſes were no more animated 
with the ſame life- and fire. Here the poor mar- 
chioneſs began to feel the torments of jealouſy, 
and the exquiſite pains, which a tender and refin- 
ed paſſion is ſure to cauſe upon a ſuſpicion of be- 
ing lighted, Z this, ſhe — the queſtion to her- 
ſelf, is this happineſs? What muſt become of me, 
and what happinefs can # 8 wwhi I am under 
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this atprehenfiow? She diſcloſed her inquietude to a 
lady, a friend of hers, and communicated a ſcheme 
the had formed to clear up her doubts. | 

She pretended that buſineſs, not to be difpenſed 
with, called her to Hos, and promiſed the knight 
thetr. marriage ſhould take place at her return. He 
teemed. lo mcontolable, when he took his, leave, 
that ſhe began to blame her ſuſpicions, and was 
on the point of declaring them to her lover. But 6 
her friend diſſuaded her, and her advice determin- 
ed the marchioneſs to proſecute her ſcheme. The 
marchĩoneſs's woman had a great deal of wit, and 
moreover a great love for her lady; ſhe ſent her 
woman to Lyons, with inſtructions to anſwer the 
knight's letters, who might eaſily have this arti- 
fice paſſed upon him, as he had never ſeen the 
marchioneſs's hand-writing. In the next place, 
the went to her friend's and confined herſelf at her 
houſe. This lady had given orders to one of her 
ſervants to watch very narrowly the knight's 
motions. This was about the beginning of Car- 
»aval.; and the ladies imagined he would go from 
the Opera to the Ba |, a diverſion: he was extremely 
fond of. They were not miſtaken, they masked. 
themſelves, and were diiguiſed like Griſistes, that 
is, ordinary women. A mask naturally alters the 
voice; beſides the knight had received that day 
a letter from the marchloneſs dated at Lyons; gueſs; 
how he could find her out. She entered upon a 
gay and hvely converſation; the knight was 
charmed with her wit. He begged ſhe would meet 
bim at the next Ball in the fame diſguiſe ; ſſie 
not only promiſed that, but that ſhe would be 
there as long as the Carnaval laſted. At the third 
Ball he made her a declaration, and begged of 
her to unmask. She refuſed to take off her mask 
for fear, ſhe ſaid, her want of beauty ſhould ov 
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throw the favourable opinion he had of her; but, 


the added, I an reſolved never to ſee you again; 
you proteſi you adire me, and you are engaged to 
marry another perſon. Madam, fays the knight, 
1 avill not deceive jou; this match makes a fortune 


for me, which JI am without, and conſequently cannot 


#ffer you. Let this marriage go on, and be affured 
that I Hall only value my fortune in as much, as | 
can ſhare it with yu. Har#ee, ſays the marchi- 
one's, I am more tender hearted, than interejied 
who knows but at laſi you may be cnamured with 
jour ld They ſay, fhe is a charming wwoman . .. 
Thar is all over, ſays the knight; I muff cun 1 
was paſſimately in love with the ferſen, I am to 
marry, but there has been. an end of that long fince 3 
and nos I can only be grateful. I never will be 
wanting im the reſpe due from a man of honour to 
a wiſe; ani in n opinion "tis all ſhe can en: 
The marchioneſs with great difficulty kept in her 
reſen: ment; ſhe had that very day received a let- 


ter from the falſe wreteh with promiſes of unal- 


terable love. This perfidy cured her of the paſ- 
ſion he had inſpired to the lady, and now ſhe only 
wanted to be revenged, and to put him to the 
greateſt confuſion. To compaſs what ſhe in- 
rended, ſhe yielded in appearance to his intreaties, 
and promiſed to uamask, if he would ſee her 
home; he conſented chearfully, and ſtept into the 
coach with the lady and her friend, The knight 


was ſurpriſed with the magnificence of the apart- 


ments, through which he was conducted; he had 
taken theſe two women for adventurers, who 
were upon the catch; to make a fortune; and 
now (as men are quite fond of their dear ſelves}. 
imagining he had the good fortune to be agree- . 
able ro à perſon of great diſtinction, he made 
repeated inſtances to her, that ſhe would be 

E 4 pleaſed 
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pleaſed to take off her mask. The loudeſt clap of 

thunder could not have affected him more than 

the ſight of the marchioneſs; he ſtood motion- 

Teſs ; the broke out into a loud fit of laughter; 

he was then convinced that love was withdrawn, 

where no other mark of reſentment appeared ; he 

had not the courage to ſay a ſingle word, but 

made a low bow, and retired with confuſion in his 
countenance, and rage in his heart. | 

Here the murchioneſs came again to her- 

felf, and was convinced, that happineſs was 

| no where to be found, ſince all her endeavours 
1 and inquiries to that purpoſe had been without 
| effect. Several months palled under the greateſt 
4 - uneaſineſs; and nothing — yet taken place in har 
heart to ſucceed that bluſtering paſſion, which 

had ſelzed her, allowed her no reſt, and kept her 

0 under the greateſt trouble of mind. One day as ſhe 
i went to church, at the entrance, ſhe obſerved an 
/ old woman with two children that begged an.alms. 

0 Ihe marchioneſs was ſtruck with the beauty of 
| the children, ſhe asked the old woman, whether 
thi they were her's. M, Madam; the anſwered, they 
; avere born to be my maſters, This anſwer raiſed 
| the marchioneſs's curioſity ; ſhe acquainted the old 
| woman where ſhe lived, and deſired her ty come 

4 that afternoon, and bring theſe pretty children 

a with her She came at the time appointed, and 

the marchioneſs deſired a fuller account of what 

if ſhe had heard in the morning, which the good old 

woman gave to this effect. 

| 


Thirty years are now paß, ſince I came ſervant 

to a <vorthy honeft man ; be died, and I continued 4 
ſervant to his fon. My maſfler was not rich, but 
in a Say to live cafily; an unfortunate lanu-ſuit, 
awhich he left, las been his ruin; "tis new about 
balf a year ſince ; he awed me all my wages, and 
; | beſides ® 
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lifides was now unable to pay them ;. he begged par- 
don with tears in his eyes for the injuſtice he had 
done me, though he could not help it ; he adviſed me 
to look out for another ſerwice,. promifing withal to. 
ati my juſt demands, whenever it ſhould be in his 
power, I muſt conſeſi, the woman continued, 7 
could not find in my heart to leave my maſier and 
miſireſs, and theſe pour children in that melancholy 
fituation ; I forgave what thiy owed me, and offered 
to flay ani help my miſireſs in waſhing linnen. We 
lived for ſome time, though not without great diffi- 
culty, of our work, for my poor mater | Fog: firuck 
with a palſy, one of us muſt of neceſſity be his nurſe. 
Within theſe three or four days, my miſtreſi is fallen 
Ae with ſo much fatigue; and I, not knowing how 
to prevent their flarving, reſolved ta beg for their 
Sſubfiflence, Providence has bleſſed my endeaveoars ; 
and ] have been in a- condition to find them neceſſa- 


ries. I hope in'a few days to fee them quite reco- 


wered, They are, thank God, bath much better. 
Whilſt the worthy good woman's tears ac- 
companied this melancholy account, thoſe of 
the marchioneſs ran down in ſtreams. I really 
pity jou, ſuid ſhe, when the other had made an 
end ; with that noble and great heart, you- don't de- 
ſerve to be ſo unhappy : Badia Madam, ſhe replied, 
J don't think myſelf fo ; and as long as it ſhall phaſe 
God that I Hall be a means to relieve my maſter 


and miflriſr, and to rear theſe fevert- babes, I ſhall 4 


efleem myſelf quite hay. Can there be a preatis 
happineſs, than to-do geo, and to practeſe vi. tue. 
This was a ray of light darted from heaven 


on the marchionefs ; the good woman had now 


taught her, where that happineſs was to te found, 
which hitherto ſhe had ſo uneffectually fought , 
and ſpe was reſolyed to _ a. trial of this new 
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path, to which ſhe was directed. She took the 
woman and the children into her coach, and or- 


dered to drive to the houſe where the people were. di 

When the came to. the place, ſhe deſired to be ret 

| - thewed to the garret where the father and mother fo 
were lodged; the was ſtruck, when.ſhe came in; Ja 

a little ſtraw was all the bed they had, and the O] 

arret ſo low, that there was no ſtanding upright. n 

The marchioneſs would not. ſuffer: them to con- ti 

| tinue there a night longer; ſhe had a litter e 


brought to convey them immediately to her houſe, 
there ſhe found them beds and all neceſſaries. The 
gratitude of theſe poor people was greater than 
i their infirmity and diſtrets ;- their conſtant prayer 
to God was, that he would reward. this lady's 
1 great charity. 5 1255 a 
1 It was paſt. midnight, when the marchioneſs 
retired. to her apartment, half dead with the fa- 
' tigue and pains ſhe. had gone through, and to- 
which ſhe had till then heen a ſtranger. She threw 
herſelfinto an arm-chair, and turning her thoughts. 
to herſelf found ſo mucheaſe, and her mind in ſuch a 
calm compoſure that ſhe had never experienced the 
like before; the relief provided for this afflicted fa- 
mily redounded upon her, and made the mar- 
chioneſs happy. ö pleaſures were attended 
with trouble and fear, diſguſts, and ſometimes 
with remorſe. What ſhe felt now was of a dif- 
ferent nature, her content was without any mix- 
ture, or allay; her ſatisfaction was intire, and 
raiſed to a greater degree, by the ſucceſs which. 
bleſſed her good offices, in behalf of that dit- 
treſſed family. They recovered their health, b 
her charity, and their circumſtances were better d, 
by a genteel poſt that ſhe: procured for their be- 
refit, ſhe was too well pleaſed to ſtep: here ; ſhe: 
added greatly to the number of her good arg 
and 


and her great fortune appeared very moderate with 
regard 15 5 benefacklens, be new paſſion 
dictated. To give her ſelf up ſtill more to it, ſhe 
retrenched all the expences that uſed to be made 
for pomp and ſtate ; ſhe parted with her jewels, 
Jaid down her equipage, renounced gaming, plays, 
opera's, public ſhows, and. barely allowed herſelf 
neceſſaries. Hitherto a defire of content and fa- | 
tis faction was the only motive; her charity want- 
ed a ſuperior motive, and that with reſpect to 
God; you ſhall hear what turn this took. All 
were net grateful that ſhe relieved, ſhe was hurt 
by their ingratitude; and as ſhe reckoned upon 
their being pleaſed, and making their acknow- 
Iedgments, the was very diſagreeably fruſtrated: 
of her hopes, and began to miſtruſt her not having 
found the way to that content and ſatisfaction, 
ſhe had fo earneſtly defired. She had however a - 


. crificed and abandoned all for that purpoſe ;- and 


now her heart void of all other defires, was diſ- 
intangled from all obſtacles to a virtuous and 


| holy life. There remained only one farther ſtep- 
to rake, and that was, to do every action with a 


view of pleaſing God. At laſt ſhe was quite ſen- 
fible of it, and by that means arrived at the poſ- 
ſeſſion of an unalterable content of mind, wh:ch 
lated as long as life, and accompanied the mar- 
chioneſs beyond the grave. | | 


Lady Lacy. We are mightily obliged. to lady 


Senſibie; it is the prettieſt ſtory. I ever heard: 

am fully refolved to be happy, now that I know 
wherein happineſs conſiſts. | 9 
Lady Losiſa. Why ſhould you, my dear, after 
the example of the marchioneſs, be without jew- 
els, keep no equipage, and renounce every thing; 


to do good ? | 
| 26 l 
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Lady Lucy. Very good, Madam; but I defire 
to be happy; am I to blame for wiſhing to be 
ſo, as much as poſſible ? | 

Lady Loviſa. Is there no other way to happi- 
neſs, Mrs. Afab/e. Muſt I follow this lady's ex- 
ample, whom though I really admire, I have not 
the courage to follow, nor forſake all things, as 
the did ? | 

Lady Charlotte. If I may ſpeak as I think, the 
lady was ſomething extravagant. Could nor the, 
if the had a mind, beſtow part of her means on 
the poor, and reſerve the other to live like a per- 
ſon of quality; that would have been better 
judged. But you ſmile Mrs Afab. 

Mrs. AFable. I do my dear; you plead your 
cauſe with warmth; and I can but ſmile on lady 
Lucy's account, whom I muſt beg leave to con- 
tradict. She has forgot, that a vhiloſo her muſt 
always go upon a ſolid proof, and take nothing 
upon truſt ; and yet ſhe blindly believes this ſtory 
of lady Senfib/e's. Who knows but that it is a made 
ſtory 3 or that the lady was miſtaken when ſhe 
thought herſelf happy, or in fine, that perhaps 
the was extravagant, as lady Charlotte ſays? ? 

Lady Charlotte. Oh good! how pleaſed I am! 
I have Mrs. AFuble of my ide. 

Mrs. Aguble. Hold, hold. I faid perbaps ; IT have 
not decided the matter; ir ſhould be firſt ex- 
amined. Let us then ſee what a happy and con- 
rented mind is. . 

Lady Mary. That is a happy and contented 
mind, which is perfectly eaſy. a Wet? 
Mrs. #fable. Very true; but what muſt be 
done, to be perfe&ly eaſy ? What do you think 
lady Lacy? | 


Lady Lucy. To tell you the truth, Mrs. Aﬀfable, | 
I ſtick to what I aid at firſt; I am perſuaded 1 


ſhall 


* 
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ſhall be perfectly eaſy, when I have done all the 


ood that lies in my power. 

Mrs. Afable. And after that you would deſire 
nothing tarrher ? 

Lady Lucy. No indeed, Mrs. Afable ; at leaſt I 
thiak 1 ſhould not. | 

Mr. Afable. But if any one ſhould tell you, 
whilſt you are in this ſituation of mind, I is 
in your power to be @ great queen. Could ycu not 
wiſh to be ſo? 51 

Lady Lucy. That is a ſtrong temptation, Mrs. 
Affable ; for after all, were I a queen, I could do 
a great deal more good. . . . Bur ſtay, had it been 
necellary for me to be a queen, that I might be 
enabled to do more good, I ſhould have been a 
queen ; the almighty Lord would have given me 
a crown; for I always think, that he does all 
things for the beſt ; but as ſuch a ſtate is not 
wanted, or. neceſſary to do more good, (for what 
need of a throne to be more virtuous) cannot I 
be as good in the ſtation allotted by providence? 
I am now reſolved, Mrs. Fable; I do not deſire 
to be a queen; perhaps it would not be ſo well, I 
am content to be as I am, and I only wilt to 
do all the good I can, in the ſtation God has 
aſſigned for me. 3 

Mrs. Affable. That is then a clear point, you 
do not deſire to be a queen, but if this happened 
without your being concerned ia bringing it about, 
would you fear being a queen? 7 

Lady Lucy. I am not clear as to that; though I. 
tancy I ſhould not, for if I had no hand in ſuch 
an event, I ſhould conclude it to be the work of 
God, and that it was his will; fo that upon the 
whole, and every thing conſidered, I neiches 
would deſire nor fear any thing. 
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Mrs. Afable. And then you would be quite 
happy and content; for this is the true definition of 
happineſs, a fate in which one is ſo ſalisfied as to be 
without any defire to exchange it for another. 

Mits Rural. If one is ſo happy, that he would 

not change his condition for another, he muſt fear 
loſing that ſtate. Now, Mrs. A Fuble, you told 
us, that a contented mind fears nothing. 
Mrs. Afuble V ou are in the right, my dear; 
the definition 1s really defective. We muſt have 
another. He is happy, who neither fears, nor defires 
any thing. Another time we will make an inquiry 
about ſuch things as conduce to this happy ſitua- 
tion ; for now ir is time to part. 


BESS SES RVNNS 
DIALOGUE VI. 
| Mrs. ArrABLE. 


1 Promiſed 2 lately the character of a virtuous 
woman. I muſt keep my word. Lady Ser/ible 
knew it by. heart when the was only ſix years of 
age. She ſhall repeat it. 

+ Who can find a virtuous woman ? For her price 
is far above rubies. The brart of her huſband doth 
Safely truſt in her, fa that he ſhall have no need of 
foil. She will de him goed and not evil all the days 
of her life. 7. 85 | | 

. She {erketh wool and flax, and: worketh willingly 
evith her hands. She tis like the merchants ſhips, be 
bringeth her food from afar. | | 
2 She riſeth, alſo, when it is yet night, and giveth 
gueat ta her bouſbold, and à portion to ber mai 


* 


5 | 4 Prov. 31. ver. 10, Se. 
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dens. She confoaereth a field; and buyeth it: with the 


fruit of her land foe planteth a vineyard. 


She girdeth. her loins with flrength,, and flrength- 
eneth her arms. She ferceiveth that her merchantize 
is good: her candle go-th not out by night. She lay- 
eth her hands to the ſpindle, and her hands bold the di- 


als , | q 
4 flretcheth her hand to the poor, yea, ſbe reach- 


eth forth her hands to the needy Sbe is not afraid 
of the ſas for her houſhold : for all ber houſhold are 
clothed with ſcarlet. She maketh herſelf coverings of 
tapeſiry, her clothing is fill and purple. Her huſband 
i, known in the gates, when he fitteth among the elders 
of the. land, | 

She maketh fine linnen and ſelleth it, and delivereth- 
2 unto the merchant. Strength and bonoar are 


her clothing; and ſhe fhall rejoice in the time to 


come. 

She openeth her meuth with æuiſdom, and in ber 
tongue is the laau of kindneſs. She looketh well to tha 
way of her houſhold, and eath not the bread of idie- 
nel. 

5 children ariſe up and call ber Bleed zi her 22 
band alſo, and be praiſeth her. Many daughters hawe 
dong wirtuouſly, but thou excelliſt them all, Favour is 
deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman that fear= - 
eth the Lord, ſhe ſpall be praiſed, | 

Lady Witty: What a character! now-a-days a 


lady would be laughed at that worked, and gave 


her work to trade{meh for ſale. 

Mrs. Afable. No, my dear, ſhe would not be 
fo much a jeſt as you fancy. The dauphinefs of 
France, and her ladies of honour, ſpend ſome time 
together by way of diverſion in ſpinning ſilk. It is. 
fold, and the price goes ta the poor. I have known 
ſeveral ladies of great quality that worked all the 
year round to purchale an alms for the poor. 


a” 
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Among others, I knew one as beautiful as an an- 
bel and of à very delicate, tender conſtitution; 

r poor {mall fingers were almoſt raw with work- 
ing up coarſe linnen. But, ladies, we muſt ſup- 
pole in ſhort, that faſhions are much altered ſince 
the Holy Ghoſt dictated this character. It is no 


longer the cuſtom for ladies to be concerned in 


coarle work; but this does not intitle them to eat 
the bread of idleneſs. They muſt now, as they did 
in former days, take the rule of the houſe into their 
hands, and not depend altogether upon their ſervants. 
I am now acquainted with ſome ladies in town, 
who will not ſcruple going to an aſſembly, when 
civility requires it, and who at the ſame time great- 
Iy reſemble the virtuous woman deſcribed from the 
facred writ, and are quite unconcerned at the weak 
jeſts of ſilly people. „ ele * 7 
Lady Senfible. For a wager I could name one. 
Shall I tell the ladies, Mrs. 4fable, what I heard 
from her own mouth in relation to a ball? 
Mrs. Afable. With all my heart, my dear, but 
without naming the lady. | 2 
Lady Serfible. She was invited to a ball, that 
was given for the birth of the hercdirary prince of 
Ruſſia. She refuſed to go; and being asked, whe- 
ther ſhe thought it a fin; 2, the lady anſwered, 
there are balls where only creditable perſons meet; and 
Tam perſuaded, that one may be at ſuch aſſemblies with- 
out offending God; but all go merely for diverſion ; and 
J am ſure to fi very little there. And pray, why 
fo, madam, ſaid they? If Igo to this, F muſt be one at 
all the other balls I ſhall be invited to; and, infiead of 


taking any notice of what paſſed, I could only think of 


my family affairs, <ohich muſt ſuffer the next day for 
want of attendance during the time I ſhould allow for 


my natural reſt. I find, that life is too ſhort, to ſa- 
, our reſpective duties ; Huld not be an extr ava=. 
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gant woman to ſacrifice real and uſeful pleaſurts to fei- 
volous amuſements, which would be diſagreeable, tedi- 
ous, and perhaps be attended with remorſe ? | 

Lady Witty. I don't underſtand, where the plea- 
ſure can lie in forſaking all things to be buried in 
your own houſe, and to have nothing to mind but 
tamily affairs. 

Mrs. Afable.. Surely, madam, you will not 
2 that there is a plea ſure in doing your duty, 
after the Holy Choſt has given ſuch a character of 
a virtuous woman. But let us ſee what the fame 
divine ſpirit dictates concerning giddy women, tho” 
ſome may be looked upon as reputable perſons. - 

Wiſdom thal 4eliuer the juſt and righteous man 
from the fir ange woman, even from the ſiranger which 
fiattereth with ber words 3: which forſaketh the guide of 
her y1uth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God, Fur 
her houſe inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the 
dead : none that go unto her, return again, neither take 
1h: hold of the faths of life . | 

A fooliſh æ unt . fateth at the door of the 
houſe on a ſeat in the high places of the' city (is much 
at her window) te call paſſengers, who go rig't on 
their ways. She dreſſeth to entice them, is cla- 
morous, loveth.noiſe, aſſemblies, and to appear in 
rac may publick places. She is femple, and knoweth 
vothing 1. | 

As a jecrel of gold in a fwine's ſnout, ſo is a fair 
woman, which is without diſcretion. A fooliſh wo- 
man is always ready to laugh, amuſes herſelf witk 
my but thoſe whom ſhe amuſes lack underſtands. 
r va e 

As the climbing up a ſandy way is ta the feet of the 
aged, jo is a wife full of words to a quiet man. An 
evil wife.is like a yoke ſhaken ta and fro, where the 

+ Prov. it 186. 1 bid. ix. 23, dc. 66> 
|| Prov. xi, 22. and from feveral parts of the ſame book. 
| oxen 
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exen draw each to his ſide. A drunken zvoman and 
'a gadder abroad cauſeth great anger, and ſer will not 
cover her own ſhams. A ſhameleſs woman ſhall be 
counter as a dig . . . . @ loud crying woman, and a 
ſeold ſhall be fought out to drive au ay the enemits; 
+ He is enough to fe ig hien whole armies. 

Put together all theſe different parts of a fooliſh 
woman's character; ſhe is affected, has forgot her 
education the guide of her youth, ſhe ſhews herſelf 

at the window, appears at all publ.ck' meetings; 
ſhe is vain in her dreſs to look better, and to pleaſe, 
always upon the giggle; ſhe is a talkative goſſip 
and quarrelſome; ſhe loves wine and ſtrong li- 
quors, the has loſt all ſhame, and ſays, 1 am not at 
all troub/ed for what the world" ſays, Chuſe, ladies, 
which you would reſemble the virtuous or the fooliſh 
woman; and carry this with you, that the cha- 
racters are not of my drawing. 

Lady Louiſa. This makes me tremble ; I reſem- 
ble the Hooliſb woman in ſome things, the virtuous 
in none. | 

Mrs. I Fuble. Get theſe two characters by heart, 
children, and examine az night which you have 
imitated. Now for our ſtories. | 

Lady Mary: But firſt, Mrs. Fable, give me 
leave to ask a queſtion. Before your journey to 
France, you promiſed to tell us what things metals 
were; and you have never thought of diſcharging 
your promiſe. A gentleman dined with us yet- 
terday ; he ſpoke of vegetables, metals, and many 


other things that I don't underſtand. Papa laid 


the gentleman had talked finely of ſeveral things. 
It was all thrown away upon me. ; 


© + Feclif. ch. xxv, 20, ch. xxvi. v. 7, 8, 25, 27% N. B. 
The author does not reckon Eecluſ. among the Ape. 
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Mrs: 4ffable. Lady Senfible, I beg will ave 
me the trouble, and explain this to — | 

Lady Senſible. I take it that all things on eartly 
are reduced to three claſſes, orithree: kingdoms, as 
they are called, the animal, the vegetable, and the 
mineral kingdom. 

Lady W:tz. Does not mankind come into the 
account? do we go for nothing? | 

Mrs. A Fubls. Mankind is part of the animal 
kingdom; they are as to the body animals, as a 
fly, a worm, and all other animals that are eicher 
bigger or much leſs. Animals have life and mo- 
tion. EEA 6 

Lady Violent. T begin not to diſlike your leſſons 
ſo much, Mrs. 4fable; I love to diſtraction all 
that relates to- natural philoſophy. Pray, tell mg; 
what is the vegetable kingdom. | 

Mrs. Afable. Now, madam, have a gaod. 
heart; I ſhall win the wager; but, in anſwer to 
your queſtion, vegetables are all ſuch things as live 
and have no motion. : | 

Lady Violent. That is very ſingular. I always 
thought, that, where there was life, there was mo- 
tion alſo. | . 

Mrs. fable. Trees, plants, roots and flowers. 
live and are without motion. Minerals which are 
of the third claſs or kingdom, ha ve neither life non 
motion, as gold, flyer, copper, iron, lead, mer - 
cury, tin, &c. % let. 

Mifs Sophia, I know them all except mercury. 
Mrs. Affable. I have a little vial of it in my 
pocket. Tis a mineral very like you, lady Mary, 
always in motion, and can never lie ſtill. | 
Lady Mary, That is the reaſon, I ſuppoſe, why 
2 called quick - ſulver. Dear, how heavy it 


92 The Dang Ladies Magazine, 


Mrs. fable. T'll pour it upon that tea-table 
with a rim round it; otherwiſe it would run away 
and be Joſt, * n! En 
** Charlotte. How it ſtirs! What is it good 
for, Mrs. Afable ? ; | Kh 
Mrs. Afb e For an infinity of uſes. The phy- 
ficians pur it into ſeveral medicines ;. it is put at 
the back of Jooking-glaſles ; boys at ſchools play 
tricks with it; it allo ſerves in barometers, &c. 


Lady Mary. I ſee no quick-ſilver or mercury on 
about the looking-glaſs ; where is it; what do they 10 


do to keep it from running away? | * 
Mrs. 4fable. It is behind the glaſs and ſtops the to 
fight, which otherwiſe would paſs quite through. | 
he quick-filyer is fixed by a compoſition of tin 
with other ingredients laid on the back of the! 
glaſs in a very thin leaf; and this is called foliat- 
ing the glaſs. . 
Miſs Be/la, You ſaid that they play'd tricks at 
ſchools with quick-ſilver. How is that done, Mrs. 
Aﬀable ? : X f Ix 
Mrs. A//able. For example, if you threw ſome 
uick-ſilver into a pot, where peaſe were boiling, 
the peaſe would come out one after another ; bur 
let this ſuffice for the article of quick-ſilver. Let us 
return to the claſs of animals, whereof there are 
many ſorts; the animals endowed with reaſon, 
and:thoſe are men; thofe of rhe air, that is, the 
fowls of the air; the terreſtrial animals, that live 
on, or in the earth; the aqvati/e that live in the 
water; and laſtly, the amphibiozs, that hve in the 
air on this earth, and in the water,. as ducks; 
ſwans, otters, and many more. 5 
Lady Tempe. I have often heard of perſons, 
whoſe character was doubtful, that they were am- 
phibious, and neither fiſh nor fleſh, I did not take 
the meaning, which I do now perfectly. 
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Miſs Bella. I am very ſorry, Mrs. 4/fable, that 
we were not acquainted ſooner; I am ſo ignorant, 
that it makes me quite aſhamed. I am deter- 
mined to recover loſt time, and inform myſelf of 
a thouſand very common things, which I don't 
underſtand. 

Mrs. Affable. Beſides the ſhame of being igno- 
rant, which you juſtly obſerve, there is another 
great reaſon, why you ſhould defire to be inſtruct- 
ed. You are all to be married, ladies; will 
be contracted to gentlemen of great ſtudy, who 
have travelled much, and are perſons who have 
read a good deal. If you can only talk of dreſs 
to a gentleman who bas made a proper advantage 
of his education, you will ſoon tire your husband, 
who will underſtand nothing in ſuch a converſati- 

on, and reduce him to ſeek other Company 3 
whereas, if-he find your mind improved by 
knowledge, home will be dear to him; and he 
will be charmed when he hears you diſcourſe ſo 
well, and not only on entertaining, bur intereſting 
N Now, lady Charlotte, your ſtory, if you 

caſe. | 

, Lady Charlotte. Ahab being about to enter upon 
a war, conſuked his falſe prophets, who aſſured 
him, that he ſhould obtain victory over his ene- 
mies. Now the king of Juda was a prince, who 
feared God; he had brought his troops to Abab's 
aſſiſtance, This prince was called Fehghaphat ; he 
asked Ahab, whether there was no prophet of the 
Lord to be found. Ahab anſwered, there is one 
Micaiah, but he doth not jrophely good concerning me, 
bur evil. Fehoſhaphat defired he ſhould be ſent for. 
"Thoſe who went for Micaiab, faid to him, Behold 
now the words of the prophets declare good unto the 
king with one mouth, let thy word, I pray thee, be li tc 
the ward of one of them, and ſpeak that which p s al 
1 icai 
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Micaiah anſwered, he ſhould not give himſelf an? 
concern about what others faid ; bur that which 
God prompted him to fay; he would ſpeak. Then, 
Micaiah foretold to the king, that he fhould fall in 
the battle. Did not I tell you, ſaid AA let him 
be carried to priſon, and when I come back in 
peace, he ſhall be treated as he deſerves. I con- when 
1ent, Micaiab anſwered, and / thou return at all in ed. | 
peace, the Lord hath not ſpoken by me. Ahab was flain char 
in the battle, and when they waſhed his body dogs the c 
licked his blood. His ſon who ſucceeded him was he 
no better than the father. He fell ſick, and dif- falle 


patched meſſengers to conſult the falſe Gods. li- 
jab ſtopt them, is there no God in {fae/, ſaid he, . 
that you go and conſult idols? Tell him from py 
God, that, in puniſhment of this heinous offence, 29 


he ſhall never riſe from his ſick bed. When the ll v., 
king underſtood, that Hlijab was the prophet, who _ 
Foretold his death, he ſent off a captain with fifty me 
men to take him; but fire came down from hea- Eh 
ven, and deſtroyed them all. The fame happen- 5 
ed to a ſecond company ordered to bring away che 


prophet, which yet did not hinder the wicked prinee 2 
diſpatching a third. But the laſt were good men, , 
and the captain, inſtead of threatening the prophet, E 


Fell on his knees at his feet; and he and his men 

returned without hurt. | 2 
Then Elijah, by God's ſpecial command, fol- a 

lowed the ain, and when he came to the kin ) 

he repeated the former menaces, which were alſo 

fulfilled. After this the prophet ſaid to "Elia, 

I beg of thee ſtay here and leave me not.” Eliſba | 

anſwered, as the Lord liveth, and thy ſoul liveth, 1 

cuil not leave thee, For he knew that the Lord 

.would take away his -maſter that day.. Several 

ſons of the prophet's followed at a diſtance. The 

maſter and the diſciples came to the banks of * 

K ö | riyer 
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river Jordan. The prophet having ſtruek the wa- 


ters with his mantle, the river divided and open- 
ed a free paſſage for them. Elijah ſaid, aſt what F 
ſhall do far thee, before I be taken from thee. Elifha 
anſwered, t a double portion of thy ſpirit be upon me. 
It ſhall be E/ijab ſaid as thou deſireſt, if thou fre me 
when I am alan from thee. They went on and talk- 
ed. But ona ſudden God took up E/ijah in a fiery. 
chariot. Eljah cried out, my father, my father : 
the chariot of 1/ſrae!, and the guide Þ thereof. He ſaw 
the prophet no more, but his mantle that was 
fallen to the ground and taken up by Ea. | 

Mrs. able. You may obſerve, ladies, in this 
paſſage of the ſcripture hiſtory, the character of 
princes and the great ones. They are willing e- 
nough to conſult prophets, that is to take advice, 
but if the anſwer is contrary to their inclinations, 
the adviſer is looked upon as an eremy. By this 
means they are inveſted with flatterers, who keep 
truth at a diſtance, and out of reach. Conſider 
this, children attentively; though not born prin- 
ceſſes, you are ladies of noble birth; that ſuffices 
to bring in crouds of flatterers; and, if you liſten 
to their vain diſcourſes, it muſt prove your 
ruin. | ; 

Lady Cbarlatte. I-muſt tell you, Mrs. Afable, 
what has happened to me. Our Quan Ie” a as 
arrant a coaxer as ever was, has never forgiven 
your penancing me, and making me wait on my 
maid at ſupper. When the heard of your Pang 
returned to England, ſhe talked very oddly, and 
the reſt of the ſervants followed her example. 
She ſays, that you are mighty ; ridiculous; that 
Mama is quite in che wrong to let you ule me ſo 


+ The guide; thereof, 128 it is read in the 'vulgate Inter- 


pretor. | 
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ill, and that the children under your care are 
greatly to be pitied. 44 
Mrs. A fable. And what did you ſay, my dear? 
Lady Charlorte. I told her ſhe ralked like a foo/; 
that you was as meek as a lamb, and neyer found 
fault, but for our good. | 
Mrs. Afable. Jam much obliged to you for ap- 
ring in my defence, but you might have done 
ſo without any harſh language to the poor woman, 
thatknows no better. To ſhew you that I have 
a true ſenſe of your good will towards me, I con- 
demn you to make your excuſe to her for calling 
her a fel. You ſhould have reſpected her years 
and ſpoke civilly. bs 
Miſs Sopbia. This is a ſingular method of thank- 
ing lady Charlatte. I dare ſay, Mrs. Afable, ſhe 
would have been very willing to diſpenſe with 
thanks of that nature. * 


Lady Charlotte. No, upon honour, my dear. pr 
As I have taken a reſolution to be a good child, PR 
how could I be ſuch, if Mrs, fable was not fo . 
kind as to tell me of my faults. | | X 
Mrs. Afable. Dear lady Charlotte, I cannot F 
forbear rears of Joy ; with theſe ſentiments you 1 
will ſoon be an accomplished young lady. hat j 
would I give to ſee all theſe ladies in the ſame dil- 4 
poſition! I hope the time is not far off. | , 
Miſs Sophia. See, Mrs. Afable! I am not fo | 


filly but I can perceive, that you are very well ſa- 
tified with all theſe ladies; and that your men- 
rioning them is a mere civility ; ſo that I conclude 
you can only mean me. : 
Lady Violent. Come, come, madam, I believe 
myſelf entitled to a very good share of. the com- 
Iiment. To ſpeak the plain truth, I am very 
much of a haſty dragooning temper; and I own, 
that I half craze my poor goyernels. ; 3 
CAT IS. 
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Mrs. Affable. Well ladies! I am content to have 
ou think, that I looked a little that way. You 
Laos your foible; that is not a ſmall point gained; 
it is. the beginning of a cure, and pleaſe God ir 
will be ſoon complete. Now, mifs Bella, favour 
us with your ſtory. | 
Mits Bella. Eliſba returned to the Jordan, and 
with the mantle he had inherited from E/jah, 
fmore the waters, which divided a fecond time to 
let him paſs. He came to another place, where 
the inhabitanrs repreſented: ro him, that their lands 
were barren, and the water naught. EI or- 
dered a cruiſe to be brought, and after he had pur 
ſome ſalt into it, he caſt it into the ſpring, and 
healed the water. | i 
Then the propfet went up to Bethel, and ſome 
little children coming our of the city, mocked hinr 
for his baldneſs, and called him bald-brad. Eliha 
curſed. them in the name of the Lord; and at rhe 
ſame time two bears came out of the wood, and 
tore in pieces-forty two of theſe wicked children. 
The king. of //rae/, who was going to war 
againſt the Moabites, called the kings of Jada and 
Edom to his aſſiſtance. The three princes came to 
a wie where there was no water; and Felabbatbat 
asked whether there was no prophet of the Lord 
thereabouts; and as ſoon as they named Elia, 


he deſiced him to be ſenr for, 14 05 the word of 


the Lord is with him. When Eliha came, he ſaid 


to the king of Hrael, What baue I to do with 


thee? Get thee ta the propbets of thy. father and thy 0 
ther, If thou wert alone, 1 would not hook towards 
thee, nor ſte thee, but for the regard I have to Je- 
hybaphat king of Juda. And after this he pro- 
miſed him plenty of water and victory over the 


Moeabites. He had ordered the valley to be made 


full of ditches; and he foretold, that they ſhould: 
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neither wind nor ruin, and that the valley weuld 
be. filled with water. The Lord performed what 
the prophet had predicted in his name; the ditches 
were filled with water; and the next morning 
when the ſun ſhone upon the water it appeared to 
the Moabites as red as blood. With this they were 
periuaded, that the 4/ngs were lain, and had ſmitten 
ene another. Then Moab haſted t the foul of the 
camp, and as it were threw themſelves raſhly upon 
the {words of the {/rae/:tes. They were defeated, 
their cities and their country deſtroyed, which ſo 
enraged their king; that he e his eldeſt ſon, 
that was to Lucceed him, and offered him upon the 
wall a burat- offering and ſacrifice to his falſe 

Gods in the ſight of all ael. | 
Mrs. able. Tis but a moment ſince I was tel- 
ling lady Char tte, that old age was to be reſpected; 
take notice, ladies, how the wicked children were 
unthed, who mocked the prophet. -, 
Miſs 2Jo/y. I mult own, Mrs. A Fable, L have 
that ugly way of laughing at old people. Mama's 
nurſe comes to fee us now and then; She has ne- 
er a tooth left in her bead; this aite@s her ſpeech 
very oddly; that I burſt out a laughing, as ſoon 
as ſhe is. gone; and I can mimick her 1o exactly, 
that I make all che ſervants in the houſe laugh at. 
old nurte. * c N 
Mrs. 4f«ble. A ſine thing, indeed, for a young 
perfon of quality to play the ape before ſervants ! 


Ho can you think they will ever reſpect you, af- 


ter they have ſeen you come down ro ſuch mean 
and unworthy actions? no, my. dear, there is no- 
thing ſo low as making a jeſt of old people, or o 

thole, who have ome natural defect. The former 
mut be reſpected, the Jatrer pitied. I ſhould be 
very ſorry, my dcar, if I thought you would not 
ger che better of this fad fault; it betrays a "” 
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and malicious heart. Lady Vith, Pray tell the 


ladies how they behaved to aged perſons at Sparta. 
Lady Witty. The Spartan commonwealth was 
thought to be governed by the beſt and wiſeſt laws, 
though in my opinion, ladies, it was far otherwiſe; 
for I find that the greateſt part of their laws were 
ridiculous and prejudicial. But I approve greatly 
of the laws they obſerved in their behaviour to el- 
derly perſons. Young people were not allowed to 
ſit in their preſence ; and when they appeared in 
ublick meetings, they gave them the beſt places. 
he /thenian; did not ſhew the ſame reſpect. Some 
embaſſadors from Sparta happened to be at Athens ;; 
they were much offended to ſee ſome poor old 
men puſhed about in the crowd, and at a loſs for 
want of a proper place in the theatre, where the 
public thews were exhibited. The embaſiadors, 
who were placed very honourably, could not bear 
this regardleſs behaviour to perſons advanced in 
years; they forced the old men to fit in their 
places, and gave in their example a very proper 
leſion to the Athenians. | 
Lady Violent T am never-pleaſed to hear any 
thing, that is misbecoming, placed to the account 
of my Athenians. I am like lady Witty, and prefer 
them far before the Lacedemanians, whole laws, in 
my opinion, are very barbarous. Ph 
Mrs. A Fable. You are very bold, ladies, that you 
dare to blame 'the Lacedemonias laws, which the 
greateſt men admire. I would willingly ask, why 
you like the Athenians, anddiflike the others. Love 
and hatred muſt not go by fancy, but upon good 
and ſolid grounds. 1 If | | 
Lady Hiolent. Mine is founded upon very good 
realons. I hate the Lacedemenians for their cruelty, 
their obſtinacy ta continue ignorant, and their wo- 
men for want of modeſty. Lloye the 1:henians ;. 
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they were learned, and enemies to floth and in- 
gratitude. They had, I muſt own, very great 
faults; but ſtill I love their faults better than the 
virtues. of the Lacedemonians. Pray let me tell the 
ladies, how they uſed the children at Spart. 

Mrs. Fable. With all my heart, lady; but 
when you expoſe the faults of the Lacedemonians, 
you ought in juſtice to ſay ſomething of their vir- 
tues. 

Lady With. I find none, I do aſſure you. 

Mrs. Affble. How can you ſay ſo, my dear? 
was not their exact obedicnce to the laws a vir- 
rue ? 

Lady Witty. No, indeed, my dear Mrs. Afabl, 
I beg pardon for being of a ditferent opinion. You 
vill always have us ſpeak the truth; and really I 
mould not, if J faidit was a virtue. Now, Mes. 
Affabie, T am obliged to obey you; ſhould you 
command me to kill lady Mary, would that be a 
virtuous action? Is it not then very wicked to 
obey bad laws. 

Lady Violent. That is juſt what I think. For 
example, one of their laws at Sparta, was that 
children muſt be brought up to the contempt of 
pain. Why! that is very well; but that they 
might get this good habit, there were certain ſo- 
lem nities, on which the children were brought to 
the temples, and, without any fault, whipt, till 
they were all over blood; beſides this, they were 
not ſuffered to ſhed a tear. To cry was a certain 
lots of reputation; and more than once children 


bave expired under this exercife without dropping | 


2 tear; but what is ſtill more horrible, their fa- 
thers and mothers aſſiſted at the execution; they 
were quite eaſy to ſee their poor children torn in 
this cruel manner, and exhorted them to ſuffer 
without complaining, 
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Mrs. Afable. This reaſon leaves no room for a 
reply, and fully juſtifies the young ladies averſion 
to the Lacedemonian laws. Obedience to laws, to 
be a virtue, requires them to be good and juſt ; 
if they are bad, the greater our obedience is, the 
more guilty we are. That is a geometrical de- 
monſtration, my dear. N 
Miſs Bella. I am not ſo nice about the matter. 
What pleaſes me is good; what does not, I ſay, is 
good for nothing. | 
Mrs. Afable. That is a ſure way to judge quite 
wrong. I hope this will be no rule with you for 
the future. You have a great{hare of wit, dear 
miſs, and even a ſuperior genius. Nothing is 
wanting but a juſt way of thinking; and if you, 
miſs, will join with me, we will fer to work, and 
Jam ſure of ſucceſs. Lady Violent, you ſaid that 
the Athenians puniſhed ingratirude ; if 1 remember 
right, I gave you a pretty ſtory to that purpoſe 
about two years ago. Would you favour us with 
it.? „ 5 | 
Lady Violent. Very willingly, Mrs. Afable. I 
remember it very well. At Athens there were 
judges appointed to puniſh ingratitude, but the caſe 
happened fo ſeldom, that they had nothing to do. 
They thought ir very tedious to go to the court of 
judicature without any cauſe laid before them; and 
at laſt hung up a bell for thoſe ro ring, who thould 
have any caſe in their way to he heard: the bell 
hung a long time before any body rung, ſo long, 
that ſome graſs that grew on the fide of the wall 
took hold of the bell-rope, and clung about ir. 
About this time a man, who found his horſe was 
grown too old to work, turned him out of the ſta- 
ble to ſave his keeping. The poor horſe walked 
very fad about the ſtreet, as if he had gueſſed he 
ſhould ſtarye very ſoon. 9 ak. him 2 8 
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the houſe of theſe judges ; he ſpied the graſs grow- 
ing on the ſide of the wall, and r&red on his hind 


feet to nibble ir, this was to no purpoſe, for he 


only caught hold of the rope, and rung the bell 
ſeveral times. They perceived the horſe muſt 
have rung the bell ; they inquired whoſe he was. 


Some of the neighbours ſaid he was nobody's, his 
maſter having turned him off. This is really a 


caſe, ſaid the judges, that lies before us. It is a 


great piece of ingratitude for this man to caſt away 


à poor animal worn out in his ſervice; it mult 


not be ſuffered. Accordingly they ſent for the 
maſter of the horſe, and obliged to pay as much 
money as would keep the old horfe the reſt of his 


days. 
Lady Witty. It muſt be owned, ladies, that A. 
thens was a charming place, where ſo few ungrate- 


ful perſons were to be found; and where ingrati- 
rude, even to poor animals, was puniſhed. Per- 
ſons are puniſhed for bad actions in Landon, and 
eliewhere ; but at Athens thoſe were puniſhed, who 


. 


milled doing good. 


Mrs. 4fable. We ſhall talk that over another 
time, my dear; it is late now, and we have ſtill 


a ſtory from the ſcripture with ſomething of geo- 
graphy to get over. 
Miſs Molly. A prophet's widow came to Elißa; 


thou knoweſt, ſaid the, that my husband was a 
ſervant of God; he died before he could pay his 
debts; and his creditor is come to take unto him ny 
two ſons to be bond-men. Biiſha asked her what ſhe 
had in the houſe ? nothing but a por of oil, the wi- 
dow anſwered. Go, fays the prophet, borrow of 
your neighbours a great many empty veſlels. Then 
thou ſhalt ſhur the door upon thee, and pour thy oit 
into thoſe vellels. The widow obeyed ; and for al 
he continued pouring on, the oil càme (till as if the 
257 8 vel 
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veſſel had no bottom. She called to her ſon, bring 
another veſſef, fald ſhe. They are all full, anfwered 
the ſon; and the oil ceaſed to flow; the widow, 
by the direction of the prophet, fold the oil, and 
ſatisfied rhe creditor. ene 
One day the propher paſſed to Shynrm, where 
a very rich woman invited him preffingly to 
eat a bit wich her; and ſa ſhe did everyitime he 
came that way. At laſt, the faid to her husband, 
1 perceive, that this is a holy man of God. Let us 
make a little chamber for him, when he thinks 
proper to come hither. Elba had a grateful fenſe 
of all theſe favours, and was deftrqus'of makin 
ſome . acknowledgment to his benefactors. II 
ſervant'ſaid to him, PFerily, ſhe hath no child. The 
propeny ſent for her, and foretold, that ſhe thould 
ave a ſan at the year's end. The prediction was 
punctually verified. Some years after, this child 
going to the field, where his father was lookin 
after the reapers, was taken ſo ill with a fore 
head-ach, tliat his father ordered him to be car- 
ried home to his mother, who rook him upon her 
knee; and the child expired very ſoon. Upon 
this, the woman full of a lively faith, carried the 
child, and laid him upon the bed of the man of 
God; and mounting an afs, ſhe went to mount 
Carmel, where ſhe threw herſelf at the feet of the 


propher. £4/a's ſervant offered to hinder her. 


Bur the man of God faid, let her alone; the $$ 


under great grief, and. the lord hath concealed it 


from me. The Shunamite gave himan account of 
what had happened and E/;þa ſaid to his ſervant, 
go to her houſe, and lay my ſtaff on the child. 
But the Shunamite declared she would not leave 


him, till he conſented to go with her. The pro- 


phet followed her, and put up ſuch fervent prayers 
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to God, that he obtained the child's return to 
life in behalf of the charitable Shunamite. 

Mrs. Affable. You ſee, Children, that a chari- 
table action is never loſt ; and moreover, obſerve 
that, though charity extends to all that are poor, 
care muſt be had to relieve chiefly thoſe, who fear 
the Lord. He has a ſingular regard to the prayers 
of the poor; and they obtain mercy for their be- 
nefactors. Admire the unbounded liberality of 
God to the virtuous ; he ſeems to have bound 
himſelf to comply with their requeſts. There 
is an exceeding pleaſure in ſerving ſo good and ſo 
generous a maſter. Whereabouts do we ſtand in 
Geography, Lady Sen/ible. 

Lady Senſible, We ſpoke laſt of the province of 
Poiteu, but ſaid nothing of Aunis, a little country, 
ſouthweſt of Poitev. Rochelle lies here. This city 
was given as a cautionary town to the Proteſtants 
of France, and was beſieged by Lewis XIII, who 


took it after a year and a months ſiege, during 


which the inhabitants eat, for their ſubſiſtance, 
things, whereof the very thought ſtrikes us with 
horror. : 

Rechefort, is another town in the Payis 4 Aunis 


and is one of the ſtations, for the Roza/ Nawy upon 


the ocean. ; 

Saintonge, is ſouth of Poitou. Saintes, upon the 
river Charante is the capital. The Garonne, an- 
other river has its courſe through this province. 

Mrs. Afable. We will go no farther to day, la- 
dies, if you pleaſe. 


DIA 
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Lady Looza, Lady Leer. "CASO 


Mrs. Ar F ABLE. 


J7 OU are here betimes, ladies; our young 
ones will not come till noon. it is but juſ 

nine o'clock. Pray, ladies, what brings you thus 

early? 

Lady Louiſa. We wanted a little private talk 
with you, and hoped you would allow us an hour 
of your time. 

Mrs. Afebl-. Speak your minds freely, ladies; 
you may depend upon me as you would upon the 
ſincereſt friend you have. f 

Lady Lucy. We relied much upon your kindneſs 
and friendſhip, which has determined us to take 
the liberty of conſulting with you. What we 
have heard, ſince we frequent you, makes us 
tremble. I muſt own, as ro myſelf, that J have 
had no reſt ſince. Ah! Mrs. A/fablr, Tam ſa- 
tisfied, that I neither Iive nor think like a chriſ- 
tian; I perccive, but under the greateſt terors, 
that thoſe words of the propher, How /org will 
ou halt between two, are directed to me, This is 
my ſituation, between God and the world; but 1 
fear I may ſay with more truth, that I am quite 


taken up with the world and its pleaſures, and 


that I have ſcarce thought on God, my ſoul, my 
ſalvation and eternity. _ : 
Lady Louija. That is my caſe, Mrs. Affable, 
though I hear myſelf commended for piety, and 
even was within a trifle of making . myſelf that 
3 e 
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compliment. As I have not been in any occaſion 
of commirting great faults, I really fancied myſelf 
virtuous ; but upon a cloſe examination of my 
behaviour, I muſt fay with this lady, that I had 
not ſo much as an idea of what it is to be a chriſ- 
tian. I have gone farther ; Ihave till very lately 
made jeſt of all that thought better and more judi- 
ciouſly on this ſubject. They are Methodiſts has been 
my conſtant anſwer, whenever the converſation 
has turned upon perſons wholly taken up with the 
grand affair of ſalvation. 

Mrs. Affable. This readineſs to correſpond with 
the plous motions which the Hol Ghoſt is leaſed 
to excite in your hearts is very edifying. I he beſt 
muſt work their ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling; but take care that even this fear, though jt 
come from God, do not break in upon the confi- 
Hence, the tranquility and content, which poſſeſles 
the heart of the juſt and righteous. WW” 
Lady Louiſa. Very right, Mrs. Afable ; but are 
we in the number of thoſe juſt and righteous per- 
ſons? Have we not on the contrary much reaſon 
to fear, that we may be reckoned among the jdo- 
laters, you mentioned t'other day? 

Mrs. Apuble. Hark'ee ladies, I am to obſerve 
two things with regard to your preſent ſituation of 
mind, and muſt prevail on you to oblerve the 
Tame, in relation to yourſelves. You are between 
two dangerous rocks, equally to be avoided. The 

firſt is remiſſneſs in your duty, the ſecond is a. 
' truely ſcrupulous anxiety. Your_courſe muſt he 
between the two, declining neither to right or left. 
The knowledge I have lies in a ſmall compals, 
but God is pleaſed to proportiog the lights, which 
we receive, to our reſpective employs, and ny 
enlarge my underſtanding in ſuch a manner, that. 

may. be more clear ſighted in -your cale, chan I 
ſhould be in my own. In hopes that it will = ſo, 
; 1am 


-N 


% 


_— — 


DIALOGUE vn. r 


Jam ready to hear, and to anſwer you ; but, 
to adviſe as I ought, I muſt firſt know you tho- 
roughly. You muſt be fincere and free with me.. 
Now lady Lucy, tell me what is your idol? | 
Lady Lucy. Myſelf. Iwill now draw myſelf to 
the liſe, and you will find that the terrors, which 
alarm me, are but too well grounded. Ti 

Mrs. Affable. Remember however that in juſtice 
to yourſelf and to me, yaur good as well as bad: 
qualities muſt come into the account. , f 

Lady Lucy Good qualities! I aſſure youT know 
of none; I ſhould be very vain, if I thought I 
had any virtue; there may perhaps be ſomething 
of a deceitful reſemblance, a kind of likeneſs ;_ 
but Mrs. Fable, ſuch virtues are but like baſe and 
counterfeit money. 

Mrs. fable. On this head you owe the ſame 
juſtice to yourſelf, that you do to others. Were 
you miſtreſs of every virtue, ſtill there would be 
no room for vanity. Virtues would be natural, 
or acquired; if the firſt you have no. reaſon. to 
boaſt of what God has beflowed upon you, with- 
out any concurrence of yours; and the knowledge 
of your good natura! qualities, can only excire* 
your gratitude, to be thankful to your benefactor; 
if you acquired theſe good qualities, it is not by 
your own ftrength, but by the ſuccour and af- 
ſiſtance of Gal, as the author and nature of 
grace. Such good qualities as are merely natural, 
cannot produce any Chrifian actions truely ſuch, 
but require the influence of God's powerful grace, 
that the virtues and the. actions may be truely 
Chriſtian, All that is evil in you is yaur own ;' 
never forget it, that you may ho yourſelf juſtice, 
that is, treat yourſelf with contempt. All that 
is good in yqu comes from God; never loſe the 
ſight of this great truth, that you may bleſs him, 
who has beſtowed it, and-be-encouraged tv yin 
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bim inceſſantly. There is no need of informing 


me, concerning what you naturally are, but what 10 
you are, as a chriſtian through God's mercy. al 

Lady Lucy. I am to tell you ſincerely Mrs. 4½ fir 
Fable, you have now extricated me, out of a very r 
perplexed ſituation of mind, and have cured me of Fr 
an inſupportable racking ſcruple. I have natu- m 
rally tolerable good diſpoſitions, were they not pz 
rainted with ſelf-Iove; I have been brought up de 
in a very chriſtian family, where I have ſeen no- fe 


thing but . example; and by that means have, 01 
as I may ſay, got good habits mechanically. When 

theſe come into my mind, I avoid all reflections up- n 
on them as bad thoughts, for fear of imitating p 
the proud phariſee, | | 1 

Lady Loew//a. For my part I have got into the tl 
other extreme. I am ſatisfied and quite convinced, f. 
that I am not ſo good as I ſhould be, but then I 
think I am much better than others. And I am 
pleaſed with the thought, as if I was obliged to 
myſelf for the good qualities I may have. 

Mrs. Afable. Both exceſſes are very faulty, and 
coniequently to be avoided. Let us hear lad 
Lucy, the good and bad you have to ſay of yourſelf, 

Lady Lucy. To finiſh my picture, and to give 
you an idea of the ſituation I have been in, I need 
only deſire you would remember the account of 
the lady, who was fo garneſt in her ſearch after 
true happineſs. I was in hopes of meeting with 
it in the world, and its pleaſures. I found nothing 
but di guſt and trouble. My heart loaths every 
** and ſeeks in all places What it finds no 
Where. 

Lady Louiſa. Here I muſt differ from lady 
Lucy. The world promiſes, and really gives me 
pleaſure. I am diverted at a ball, a play, ſome 
aſſemblies ; not that I would be taken up with 
ſuch diverſions from morning till night; but I 
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look upon them as innocent, and ſuch as may be 
allowed at my age. I love to dreſs and put on- 
fine cloaths ; nor did I ever think it an offence, 
proven a proper regard to modeſty was obſerved. 


To be ſhort, Mrs, A fable, Jam reſolved to work 


my ſalvation, and $0 to heaven ; but as to this 
particular, F have ſer bounds to my ambition; I 
don't aſpire to the firſt place, and would te be- 
forehand with all the pleaſures, that can be with- 
out offending God. | 

Mrs. A/able. Before T anſwer you, madam ; let 
me ask lady Lacy, what hinders her reliſh of the 
pleaſures, fhe ſeeks after. Let us know, my dear. 
Do the pleaſures them!'elIves diſguſt, or ſomething: 
that ſteps in, and hinders your taking full farife 
faction in thoſe amulements ? 

Lady Lucy. You ſhall know, Mrs. Affable how 
it is. IJ am, we'll ſuppoſe, invited to a ball I 
accept the invitation, in hopes of being diverted ;: 
I go with the greateſt eagerneſs, and baniſh all 
thoughts, that can hinder me taking the ſame plea- 
ſure with others. In the height of the diverſion. 
comes a thought which makes ſo ſtrong an im- 
preſſion on me, that I cannot poſſibly remove ir 
out of my mind. It ſeems to me as if I heard a. 
voice, that fays: I it for this, that God has placed 
thee in this world? If every vain and unprofit- 
able word is to be ſeverely accounted for, can 
J imagine, that God. will not make me account- 
able for the moments loſt here? You eaſil y con- 
ceive, that with ſuch thoughts, I cannot enjoy the 
ſatisfaction I propoſed to mylelf. I remember 
the firſt ball F went to; I perfectly longed for the 
day. Three nights paſſed without a wink of ſleep ; 
ſo impatient was I for the moment I was to ſet 
out on this party of pleaſure. I was dazzled with 
the glittering ſhew ; all the court was there, and 


Freally wiſhed for more eyes than I had, to en 
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the proſpect. All on a ſudden, I had this thought, 
* How many {tr/ons among thiſe 1 have now before 
ne will die tre this year is ended? Could the 
ae the heart to divert themſelves, if they knew 
their term was ſo near ? But wha can afſure mb, 
"that I pull not be one of the number? And yct far 
this ae, Ha, I have minded nothing but dreſs and 
trifles; this has caujed many diſiraftions at 
prajers; and I have had ntither Gad nor my l 
"vation © /afficiently in ny thoughts, 


This, Mrs. Afable, took up the whole time of 


the ball. Some thought of this nature ſtill Iurks 
in che mind, and only waits for the moment I 
have choſe for diverſion, to break out and en- 
groſs all my attention. 
Mrs. 4fable. Lady Louiſa, what do you think 
of your triend's ſituation ? r 
Lady Lauiſa. Think ? That ſhe is too ſcrupulous. 
At this rate, we may as well be buried alive. 
Does God forbid innocent pleaſures ? Tell me ſin- 
cerely, Mrs. A/fable. If you think we mult give 
them up to ſecure heaven, in reverſion, I will do 
it, but that will give me the greateſt uneaſineſs, 
for I muſt tell you once more, that I love plea- 
ſure and diverſions. | | 
Mrs. A Fable. Tis natural at your age, madam; 
J muſt not make a crime of this inclination, 
neither can I flatter nature. If I diſſembled on 
this occafion, I ſhould not deſerve the confidence 
you are pleated ro repoſe in me. | 
It is no offence, I muſt tell you, at your time of 
life, to deſire ſome diverſion, but this muſt be 
ſtated in a more proper light. To divert your- 
ſelf without any prejudice to conſcience, | 
\ Firſt, The diverſions and ꝓlcaſures muſt not be 
evil of themſelves. | 
Secondly, Though not evil in themſelves, they 
mult not be ſuch, as may bring you in particular 
into any danger. * Thirdly 
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Thirdly, They muſt not prejudice any eflential, 


duty. 
Fourthly, Let your diverſions be a relaxation, 
but not your profeſſion, and only buſineſs; let 
them take up a ſmall part, not the whole of your 
time; that is, you muſt not give yourſelf up 
as a ſlave to Pieaſdres. You may, if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion, - for a ſhort while lend, 
but not abandon yourſelf to diverſions. | 
Fifthly, The intention of a little amuſement 
muſt be good. The end you propoſe, mult be 
only to unbend the mind, to recover the fatigue 
of your daily duties in your reſpective callings, 
that you may reſume them with greater alacrity. 
Laſtly, Take this rule, whereby you may dif- 
cover, whether your paſtimes are innocent. Before 
ou take any diverſion, conſider whether you dare 
lay. O God, I take this diyerſion for thy lake. 
Lady Lucy. May one offer to God his relaxa- 
tion and amuſements? Now I ſhould have 
thought it a want of reſpect. | 
Mrs. Affable. Have you never taken notice of 
what St. Paul ſays, whether ye eat or drink, or 
whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of G; he does, 
not ſay whether you pray or give alms; he ſingles 


out the moſt animal actions of life to mew, 


that there is none, which ought not to be done 
for the glory of God. This is the true ſecret of 
holineſs, I ſuppoſe, that the afions are not cri- 
minal; let the actions be never ſo common; ſuck 
as they are, let them be done freely, without 
conſtraint, not out of a motive of vain compla- 
cency to ourſelves, but to the glory of Gd. 
Lady Lowiia. But what is it to God, whether 
I take diverſions or not? n,, 
Mrs. AHable. When God put a ſoul into June 

body, he charged the firſt with the care of the 
latter. Hence, to take a reaſonable care of the 
ä n 


ol 
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body, is to obey God, and to give him glory by 
a reſpect ful ſubmiſſion to his commands. To 
feed the body with moderation, to watch with 
care, for the preſervation of your health, to re- 
freſh and unweary the body by ſuitable recrea- 
tions, are duties, which it were ſinful to neglect. 
Where God commands, your compliance muſt be 
agreeable, and you may offer this act of obedi- 
ence to his divine will. For example, it would be 
very unbecoming for a perſon that is very intem- 
perate, to ſay: My God, I eat thus in obedicnce 
zo jo. His conſcience muſt immediately reproach 
him: How dareft thou preſume to think, that thus 
obe his divine Maj. ftv, by deſtroying the health, 
which he charged thee to preſerve. 

By obſerving thele directions, you may divert 
yourlelves as much as is. proper. I ſhall give you 
them in writing; and you will conſider whether 
hitherto your diverſions have tallied with theſe 
rules. Lady Lucy will then enjoy for God's ſake, 
and without ſeruple, the pleaſures that are ſuit- 
able to this doctrine; and. lady Louiſa will gene- 
ruſly reſign all ſuch as are not conſiſtent with 
theſe maxims. 

Lady Lucy. I have learned more this day, than 
ever I underſtood before; and if you will favour 
us with ſuch uſeful converſations, from time to 
time, I ſhall be che happieſt creature in the world. 

Mrs. A/fab/e. I am entirely at your ſervice, la- 
dies, but, be ſure, let our conferences be very 
fecret. They would appear very ridiculous to 

our fine ladies. . . But here are our young 

allies for the leſſon of philotoghy. This will 
pive us very great lights for confirming what we 
rave begun to explain, and which we will: ex- 
amine thoroughly the next time we meet. 


The Exd of the fit Volume. 


